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FINAL 

 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM.  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Larry Hopkins 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To: Approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES:  

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To: Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, August 4, 2026, Itasca County Regular Session. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 

 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, August 4, 2026, Itasca County Regular Session.   
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To: Add additional information to Item #6.7 (Letter of Support for Depot Commons Re: 

Culture & Tourism Grant) and approve the Consent agenda, as amended. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 

 

1. Approve out-of-state travel and vendor paid air fare and accommodations for the SHI Summit 
meeting in October in New Jersey.   
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2. Adopt the corrected record of RESOLUTION 2026-7 which revokes to Lake Jessie Township the 
connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Terry Road and the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the 
Etters Road.   

 

3. Approve correction of the January 6, 2026, Special Session minutes to reflect that Commissioner 
Hopkins was not present.   

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

1. Employee Recognition 
  The following employees were recognized: 

Farewell to Mike Haig, who has retired from Itasca County as Chief Deputy/First Assistant County 
Attorney, after 45 years with the county, effective July 31st, 2026.  
 
Farewell to Joe Burns, who resigned from his position as Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy in the 
Sheriffs Department effective August 1, 2026. 
 
Farewell to Alan Dorr, who has resigned from his position as Engineering Technician III in the 
Transportation Department with Itasca County, effective June 26, 2026.  
 
Congratulations to Heather Roy who has transferred from her position as Assisstant County 
Attorney to Chief Deputy/1st Assistant County Attorney effective July 19th, 2026.  
 
Congratulations to Sadie Barrett who has transferred from her position as Social Worker to Case 
Aide in the Health and Human Services Department, effective August 2nd, 2026.  

 

2. Commissioner Warrants  
  Motion To: Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of August 19, 2026, in the amount 

of $2,974,001.13. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

3. Toward Zero Deaths Presentation 
  Shane Troumbly, Health Educator provided a presentation Re: Toward Zero Deaths for 

informational purposes only; no action taken. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

4. Public Hearing Re: Rezone application submitted by Mini-Sota Storage Solutions  
  Motion To: Open the Public Hearing Re: Rezone Application submitted by Mini-Sota Storage 

Solutions. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

Motion To: Close the above public hearing. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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Motion To: Approve the Rezone Application to include the findings of fact and adopt the resolution 
submitted by Mini-Sota Storage Solutions. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

5. National Emergency Management Awareness Month – August 2026 
  Motion To: Adopt a resolution Re: National Emergency Management Awareness Month - August 

2026. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

6. Job Posting Approvals 
  Motion To: Approve 1 Social Worker and 1 Case Aide in the Family Services Division of Health 

and Human Services.  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

7. Letter of Support for Depot Commons Re: Culture & Tourism Grant 
  Motion To: Approve sending Letter of Support for Depot Commons Re: Culture & Tourism Grant. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 

 

8. Itasca County Law Library Policy 
  Motion To: Approve the interim Itasca County Law Library Policy. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

 
 

VII. ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
  County Administrator Brett Skyles provided an Administrator Update, including AI and Cyber 

Security attacks. He also thanked the Board for allowing the out of state travel for the IT Dept for 
additional training on this, mentioning that this was of no cost to the county at all. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Commissioner Johnson reported on attending a Strategic Plan meeting, a meeting with 

Congressman Pete Stauber, Representative Spenser Igo, and Kyle Erickson, CEO of IEDC, had a 
meeting with VP of Norspan, a Future of the Forge meeting, and a 169 Coalition meeting. 
 
Commissioner Snyder reported on attending budget sessions, Mesabi Metallics meeting, Wabana 
Township meeting, and a reminder to everyone that he is hosting a Coffee with Commissioners 
meeting on September 10, 2026, at 6 p.m. at Wabana Town Hall. 
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RESOLUTION 2026-7 
  
   RE: REVOCATION OF CONNECTING SEGMENTS FROM CSAH 4 TO TOWNSHIP ROADS - AMENDED 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 163.11, subd. 5 provides that a county board, by resolution, may revoke 
any county highway, and that highway shall thereupon revert to the Town in which it is located, and 

WHEREAS, before adopting a resolution revoking a county highway that would revert in whole or in part 
to a Town, the County Board shall fix a date, time and place of hearing in the town where the highway is 
located to consider the revocation, and 

WHEREAS, said hearing was held at 6:30 pm on January 6, 2026, at the Lake Jessie Township Hall 
located on County State Aid Highway 4 for the purpose of considering revocation to the Township of Lake 
Jessie the connection segment from CSAH 4 to Terry Road, described in Attachment 1 and the 
connecting segment from CSAH 4 to Etters Road as described in Attachment 2, both of which are shown 
on the attached maps, and 

WHEREAS, after considering this public input, the Itasca County Board has determined that the above-
described segments are local in nature and function as extensions of the existing township roads and 
therefore are most appropriately the jurisdictional responsibility of the Township of Lake Jessie, and 

WHEREAS, Itasca County will continue to perform maintenance on these segments for two years after 
the existing bituminous has been removed and replaced w/ 3" of class 1 aggregate surfacing. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the above-described segments are hereby revoked to the 
Township of Lake Jessie pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statute 163.11, Subd. 5. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 
 

   
 

Page | 1 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-36 
  
RE: APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY MINI-SOTA STORAGE SOLUTIONS TO REZONE 
PROPERTY FROM FARM RESIDENTIAL TO RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL LOCATED AT 02-
032-1403 
 
WHEREAS, the Ordinance and Zoning Maps may be amended whenever the public health, safety, 
convenience, and general welfare would best be served by such amendments, in accord with the Itasca 
County Comprehensive Land Use Plan “CLUP” by the procedures set forth in Article 20; and  
 
WHEREAS, on 7/6/2026, Mini-Sota Storage Solutions submitted an application for rezone from Farm 
Residential to Recreational Commercial on Parcel 02-032-1403; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel has an existing commercial storage facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel is adjacent to Public zoning to the East, Rural Residential zoning to the North, 
Farm Residential zoning to the South and West and Recreational Commercial zoning to the 
Northeast and 
 
WHEREAS, Per Section 9.1, the purpose of the Recreational Commercial Zoning District is: 
The purpose of the Recreational Commercial Zoning District is to protect and encourage the sound 
development of the recreational industry in Itasca County. To achieve the goal to develop an 
integrated green space and recreation system that provides diverse, developed and undeveloped, 
recreational opportunities for all residents and visitors while protecting unique scenic and natural 
areas as stated in the Itasca County Comprehensive Land Use Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, on 8/12/2026, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the Rezone 
application pursuant to Section 18.2.4 of the Itasca County Zoning Ordinance, and forwarded their 
recommendation for approval in the Findings of Fact dated 8/12/2026 for approval to the County Board 
in writing and within 30 days of the close of their hearing; and  
  
WHEREAS, Section 20.3.4, a rezone or amendment to the Zoning Map may only be recommended 
for approval, to the County Board, upon finding by the Planning Commission that all of the following 
exist: the proposed zoning does not substantially conflict with the CLUP; the proposed zoning shall not 
be spot zoning; that is zoning that discriminates in favor of one lot or parcel out of context with 
surrounding lots or parcels; the original zoning was inconsistent with the CLUP; or an error was made 
in the CLUP which should now be corrected along with the zoning; or substantial changes have 
occurred in the community which should result in the CLUP and the zoning being amended; and a 
clear public need for and benefit from the proposed rezoning shall exist beyond any benefit or 
convenience to the laneedowner; and  
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WHEREAS, the rezone from Farm Residential to Recreational Commercial was recommended for 
approval to the County Board because: 
1. The proposed zoning does not substantially conflict with the Itasca County Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan (CLUP)— as economic development and businesses are allowed and encouraged. This 
will allow an existing business to expand its operation and provide needed storage.  

2. The proposed zoning is not spot zoning, which is zoning that discriminates in favor of one lot or 
parcel out of context with surrounding lots or parcels— the parcel is adjacent to existing Recreational 
Commercial zoning. 

3. The original zoning was inconsistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan; or an error was made 
in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, which should now be corrected along with the zoning district; 
or substantial changes have occurred in the community, which should result in the Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan and the zoning being amended— the previous uses for this property were 
commercial in nature and community is becoming more recreation and tourism based. and  

4. A clear public need for and benefit from the proposed rezoning shall exist beyond any benefit or 
convenience to the landowner—additional storage is needed in the community.  

 
WHEREAS, the County Board conducted their public hearing on Tuesday, 8/18/2026, at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Itasca County Courthouse, 123 NE 4th Street, Grand Rapids, MN. Notice of the public hearing was 
published in the Grand Rapids Herald Review on 7/29/2026 and the Scenic Range News Forum on 
7/30/2026; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Board members utilized their independent judgment, reviewed the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation for approval and used a criteria sheet to determine approval of the 
rezone application at the public hearing.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board of Commissioners hereby enacts 
ordains and adopts the zoning map amendments recommended by the Planning Commission that 
accompanies this resolution. 
 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
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RESOLUTION 2026-37 
  
            RE: NATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AWARENESS MONTH – AUGUST 2026 
 
WHEREAS, emergencies and disasters can occur at any time and may affect the safety, health, 
property, infrastructure, economy, and overall well-being of our communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management is the process of preparing for, responding to, recovering from, 
and mitigating the impacts of disasters and emergencies through the coordination of people, 
resources, plans, and partnerships; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency managers work year-round to identify risks, develop emergency plans, 
coordinate resources, build partnerships, strengthen preparedness, and enhance the resilience of the 
communities they serve; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency managers play an essential role before disasters by developing plans, 
coordinating partners, conducting preparedness activities and training, and preparing communities 
and organizations for the unexpected; and 
 
WHEREAS, during disasters, emergency managers bring people, agencies, organizations, and 
resources together to coordinate response efforts, mobilize resources, communicate critical 
information, and support those affected by emergencies; and 
 
WHEREAS, following disasters, emergency managers assist communities and organizations in 
assessing needs, coordinating recovery efforts, restoring essential functions, and rebuilding stronger 
and more resilient communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management is a shared responsibility that occurs at all levels of 
government and across many sectors, including healthcare, education, nonprofit and volunteer 
organizations, businesses and private industry, critical infrastructure and utilities, and public safety 
and emergency services; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management professionals strengthen Itasca County through planning, 
preparedness, coordination, collaboration, and partnerships with public safety agencies, local 
governments, community organizations, businesses, volunteers, and residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, National Emergency Management Awareness Month provides an opportunity to 
recognize the professionalism and dedication of emergency managers and increase public 
understanding of the important work they perform every day to help communities prepare for the 
unexpected, respond effectively, recover stronger, and build a more resilient future. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners hereby 
declares the month of August 2026 to be National Emergency Management Awareness Month in 
Itasca County and recognizes the emergency management professionals whose dedication, 
preparedness, coordination, and service help protect the residents, communities, businesses, and 
institutions of Itasca County. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners hereby 
recognizes John Linder, Itasca County Emergency Manager, for his dedicated service in leading 
and coordinating emergency management efforts on behalf of Itasca County and for his commitment 
to preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation, and building a safer and more resilient community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages residents, 
businesses, organizations, and community partners to recognize the importance of emergency 
management, strengthen their own preparedness, and support the partnerships and shared 
responsibility necessary to create stronger, safer, and more resilient communities. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
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DRAFT 

 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Acting Chair Snyder called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM.  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Larry Hopkins 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Absent 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Absent 

 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To: Added Item #6.1A (Potential Perceived Nepotism Issue) from Consent Agenda 

Item #5.2 and approved the agenda, as amended. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins  
Cory Smith, Casey Venema 

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To: Approve pproved the minutes of the Tuesday, July 28, 2026, County Board 

Regular Session. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins  
Cory Smith, Casey Venema 

 
 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, July 28, 2026, Itasca County Regular Session.   
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To: Move Item 5.1 (Potential Perceived Nepotism Issue) to Regular Agenda Item 1A 

and approve the Consent agenda, as amended. 
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RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins  
Cory Smith, Casey Venema 

 
 

1. Approve final payment for Contract 60730, a grading, aggregate base & bituminous surfacing 
project on CSAH 7, and authorize the County Board Chairperson and Clerk to the County 
Board to sign the necessary documents.   

 

3. Approve the Purchase of Service Agreement between ICHHS and Dr. Justin Gambill for 
Clinical Supervision for the period September 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, at a rate of 
$250.00 per session and authorize County Board Chair and ICHHS Director to sign said 
agreement.   

 

4. Approve the donation of three computers to First Call for Help   
 

5. Approve the Purchase of Service Agreement between ICHHS and Ethical Solutions LLC for 
Guardianship/Conservatorship for the period September 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, 
at a rate of $55.00 per hour and authorize County Board Chair and ICHHS Director to sign said 
agreement.   

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

1. Commissioner Warrants  
  Motion To: Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of July 22, 2026, in the amount 

of $1,574,909.34. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins  
Cory Smith, Casey Venema 

 
 

1a. Nepotism Policy Exception 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT: 08/04/2026   2:30 PM  

 
 

2. Review and Approval of IMCare Compliance Documents 
  Motion To: Review and approve the IMCare Compliance Plan, Code of Conduct, and related 

policies and procedures. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins  
Cory Smith, Casey Venema 

 
 

3. Itasca County Law Library Policy  
  It was the consensus of the County Board to table this item until the next scheduled Board 

meeting on August 18, 2026. 
  

 

VII. ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
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  County Administrator Brett Skyles provided an Administrator Update, including discussing AI 
Re: Cyber Attacks. A 2020 baseline says attackers took over 700 days on average to build 
working exploits for published vulnerabilities and in 2025 that duration shrunk to a median of 44 
days using AI. Itasca County is looking into providing more insurance for this type of situation 
along with more employee training. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Commissioner Hopkins reported on attending an IEDC meeting and Coffee with 

Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Johnson reported on attending a meeting with Kevin McKinnon (Assistant 
Commissioner for DEED), a Budget meeting, Grand Rapids Area of Commerce meeting, IEDC 
and Coffee with Commissioners. Also attended the fantastic Tall Timber Days and the Black 
Bear Show. 
 
Commissioner Snyder reported on attending Coffee with Commissioners and a Budget 
meeting. 

 

IX. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
  Commissioner Hopkins provided comment regarding tonight being “National Night Out” in 

different locations and a reminder that there is no Board meeting on August 11, 2026, due to 
voting; remember to get out and vote. 

 

X. CITIZEN INPUT   
 

1. Receive citizen input. 
  Jake Langslag provided input regarding Finns new leash, having a good name and reputation, 

the Law Library remaining closed, phone lines in Court Administration, animal rights, walking in 
the parade, and animal control. 
 
Renie Dushan provided input regarding the major accidents that have occurred on Highway 
169 and how dangerous it is driving on this specific part of the road where the accidents occur. 

 

XI. CLOSED SESSIONS   
 

XII. ADJOURN 
  Acting Chair Snyder adjourned the meeting at 2:53 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Cory Smith 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

V.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-527 

  
DEPARTMENT: Management Information Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Jennifer Sutherland 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Approve out of state travel for IT staff.  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve out-of-state travel and vendor paid air fare and accommodations for the SHI Summit 
meeting in October in New Jersey. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 SHI is hosting an annual vendor summit in October at their facilities in NJ.  They offered to pay for 
travel and accommodations for qualified candidates.  Jennifer Sutherland submitted to 
attend.  Looking for board approval for the vendor pay and out-of-state travel.  SHI currently provides 
us with our Microsoft Enterprise licensing.  In July, we renewed our licensing and started a new 3-
year contract with them. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. SHI Summit October 2026 invite 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 



  

 

 
 

 
  

  



 



Page | 1 
 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

V.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-529 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Karin Grandia 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Correction of Record Re: RESOLUTION 2026-7  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt the corrected record of RESOLUTION 2026-7 which revokes to Lake Jessie Township the 
connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Terry Road and the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Etters 
Road. 
  
BACKGROUND: On January 6, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., a public hearing was held at the Lake Jessie 
Town Hall to allow all interested persons to be heard and express their views on the proposed 
reversion of portions of Terry Road and Etter Road to Lake Jessie Township. 
 

Resolution language prepared prior to the meeting by the Itasca County Transportation Department, 
but never adopted, contemplated that Itasca County would perform the statutory two-year 
maintenance obligation through January 6, 2028, as required by Minnesota Statutes section 163.11, 
subdivision 5b, and that the existing bituminous surface would be removed prior to January 6, 2028, 
as requested by the Township. 

During discussions leading up to the adoption of Resolution 2026-7, the County Board indicated it 
would begin the statutory two-year maintenance period after the bituminous surface is removed and 
replaced with gravel/aggregate in a manner deemed satisfactory to the Township and the County’s 
Transportation Engineer, with the maintenance period beginning in late spring or early summer of 
2026 (consistent with the planned schedule for the bituminous removal). 

The current draft of Resolution 2026-7 contains WHEREAS clauses that do not accurately reflect 
this understood intent regarding when the bituminous would be removed and when statutory 
maintenance period ends. Specifically, the resolution retains the fifth of the transportation-draft 
WHEREAS clauses unchanged, and the subsequent clause was modified in a manner that is 
internally unclear. 

It is therefore proposed that the County Board revise the record of Resolution 2026-7 by striking 
and replacing the relevant WHEREAS clauses to accurately state the County’s maintenance 
obligation as intended—namely, that the statutory two-year maintenance period begins after the 
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existing bituminous surface has been removed and replaced with approximately 3 inches of Class I 
aggregate surfacing. 

Proposed replacement language includes striking the fifth WHEREAS and revising the sixth to 
read as follows: 

“WHEREAS, Itasca County will continue to perform maintenance on these segments for two years 
after the existing bituminous has been removed and replaced with 3 inches of Class I aggregate 
surfacing.” 

  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Transportation Draft of Original Resolution 
2. Resolution as Adopted on Jan 6 2026 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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RESOLUTION 2026-7 
  
   RE: REVOCATION OF CONNECTING SEGMENTS FROM CSAH 4 TO TOWNSHIP ROADS - AMENDED 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 163.11, subd. 5 provides that a county board, by resolution, may revoke 
any county highway, and that highway shall thereupon revert to the Town in which it is located, and 

WHEREAS, before adopting a resolution revoking a county highway that would revert in whole or in part 
to a Town, the County Board shall fix a date, time and place of hearing in the town where the highway is 
located to consider the revocation, and 

WHEREAS, said hearing was held at 6:30 pm on January 6, 2026, at the Lake Jessie Township Hall 
located on County State Aid Highway 4 for the purpose of considering revocation to the Township of Lake 
Jessie the connection segment from CSAH 4 to Terry Road, described in Attachment 1 and the 
connecting segment from CSAH 4 to Etters Road as described in Attachment 2, both of which are shown 
on the attached maps, and 

WHEREAS, after considering this public input, the Itasca County Board has determined that the above-
described segments are local in nature and function as extensions of the existing township roads and 
therefore are most appropriately the jurisdictional responsibility of the Township of Lake Jessie, and 

WHEREAS, Itasca County will continue to perform maintenance on these segments for two years after 
the existing bituminous has been removed and replaced w/ 3" of class 1 aggregate surfacing. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the above-described segments are hereby revoked to the 
Township of Lake Jessie pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statute 163.11, Subd. 5. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026 

RESOLUTION 2026-7 
RE: REVOCATION OF CONNECTING SEGMENTS FROM CSAH 4 TO TOWNSHIP ROADS 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 163.11, subd. 5 provides that a county board, by resolution, may 
revoke any county highway, and that highway shall thereupon revert to the Town in which it is 
located, and 

WHEREAS, before adopting a resolution revoking a county highway that would revert in whole or in 
part to a Town, the County Board shall fix a date, time and place of hearing in the town where the 
highway is located to consider the revocation, and 

WHEREAS, said hearing was held at 6:30 pm on January 6, 2026, at the Lake Jessie Township Hall 
located on County State Aid Highway 4 for the purpose of considering revocation to the Township of 
Lake Jessie the connection segment from CSAH 4 to Terry Road, described in Attachment 1 and the 
connecting segment from CSAH 4 to Etters Road as described in Attachment 2, both of which are 
shown on the attached maps, and 

WHEREAS, after considering this public input, the Itasca County Board has determined that the 
above-described segments are local in nature and function as extensions of the existing township 
roads and therefore are most appropriately the jurisdictional responsibility of the Township of Lake 
Jessie, and 

WHEREAS, Itasca County will continue to perform maintenance on these segments until January 
6, 2028, as required by Minnesota Statute 163.11, Subd. 5b., and 

WHEREAS, the existing bituminous surface on each of these segments will be removed prior to 
January 6, 2028, as requested by the Township.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the above-described segments are hereby revoked to 
the Township of Lake Jessie pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statute163.11,Subd. 5. 

ORIG
IN

AL  

TRANSPORTATIO
N 

DRAFT
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ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
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RESOLUTION 2026-7 

     RE: REVOCATION OF CONNECTING SEGMENTS FROM CSAH 4 TO TOWNSHIP ROADS 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 163.11, subd. 5 provides that a county board, by resolution, may revoke 
any county highway, and that highway shall thereupon revert to the Town in which it is located, and 

WHEREAS, before adopting a resolution revoking a county highway that would revert in whole or in part 
to a Town, the County Board shall fix a date, time and place of hearing in the town where the highway is 
located to consider the revocation, and 

WHEREAS, said hearing was held at 6:30 pm on January 6, 2026, at the Lake Jessie Township Hall 
located on County State Aid Highway 4 for the purpose of considering revocation to the Township of Lake 
Jessie the connection segment from CSAH 4 to Terry Road, described in Attachment 1 and the 
connecting segment from CSAH 4 to Etters Road as described in Attachment 2, both of which are shown 
on the attached maps, and 

WHEREAS, after considering this public input, the Itasca County Board has determined that the above-
described segments are local in nature and function as extensions of the existing township roads and 
therefore are most appropriately the jurisdictional responsibility of the Township of Lake Jessie, and 

WHEREAS, Itasca County will continue to perform maintenance on these segments until January 6, 
2028, as required by Minnesota Statute 163.11, Subd. 5b., and  

WHEREAS, the existing bituminous surface on each of these segments for two years as required by 
Minnesota Statute 163.11 Subd. 5b., and after the existing bituminous has been removed and replaced 
w/ 3" of class 1 aggregate surfacing. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the above-described segments are hereby revoked to the 
Township of Lake Jessie pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statute163.11,Subd. 5. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca    )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  ) 

         I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on January 6, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof.

AS ADOPTED

Karin Grandia_2
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Highlight
Should have been revised to state the 2 year maintenance period begins once the bituminous has been removed from the roads.  Estimated to begin June 2026 and end June 2028
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  Administrator 
 

AS ADOPTED
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

V.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-532 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED:  
PRESENTER: Karin Grandia 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Correction of special session minutes from the January 6, 2026, meeting held at 6:30 p.m. at Lake 
Jessie Township  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve correction of the January 6, 2026, Special Session minutes to reflect that Commissioner 
Hopkins was not present. 
  
BACKGROUND: On January 6, 2026, the Itasca County Board of Commissioners held a Special 
Session meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Itasca County Boardroom. The draft minutes/record of the 
meeting list Commissioner Larry Hopkins as “Present” in the attendance table for the Call to Order 
portion of the minutes, and list Commissioner Larry Hopkins as being included in the “AYES” vote 
tallies for motions considered during the Regular Agenda. 
 

It is requested that the Board revise the January 6, 2026, meeting minutes to accurately reflect that 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins was not present at the meeting. The revision should include correcting 
(1) the attendance listing/status for Commissioner Larry Hopkins and (2) the “AYES” listings/tallies 
for the motions that were shown as including Commissioner Larry Hopkins, consistent with the 
correct number of Commissioners present and voting. 

  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 01-06-2026 SS Minutes 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
NAYS: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
(218) 327-2847 

 

 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
 

 

6:30 PM 
 

 

Itasca County Boardroom 
 

 

Itasca County www.co.itasca.mn.us  Page | 1 
 

DRAFT 
 

     SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Larry Hopkins 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

 
 

II. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

1. Adopt the attached resolution which revokes the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Terry 
Road and the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Etters Road to Lake Jessie Township. 

  Motion To: Open the Public Hearing Re: Revoke a portion of Terry Road & a portion of Etters 
Road to Lake Jessie Township. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

Motion To: Go out of Public Hearing listed above. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  

Motion To: Adopt the resolution which revoked the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Terry 
Road and the connecting road from CSAH 4 to the Etters Road to Lake Jessie Township. 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema  
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 January 6, 2026 
 

 
Itasca County www.co.itasca.mn.us Page | 2 

 

 

III. ADJOURN 
  Chair Smith adjourned the meeting at 6:45 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Cory Smith 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-203 

  
DEPARTMENT: Human Resources TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Administrator Skyles 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Employee Recognition   
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Farewell to Mike Haig, who has retired from Itasca County as Chief Deputy/First Assistant County 
Attorney, after 45 years with the county, effective July 31st, 2026. 
 
Farewell to Joe Burns, who has resigned from his position as Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy in the 
Sheriffs Department effective August 1, 2026. 
 
Farewell to Alan Dorr, who has resigned from his position as Engineering Technician III in the 
Transportation Department with Itasca County, effective June 26, 2026. 
 
Congratulations to Heather Roy who has transferred from her position as Assisstant County Attorney 
to Chief Deputy/1st Assistant County Attorney effective July 19th, 2026. 
 
Congratulations to Sadie Barrett who has transferred from her position as Social Worker to Case 
Aide in the Health and Human Services Department, effective August 2nd, 2026. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
08/18/2026 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-204 

  
DEPARTMENT: Auditor / Treasurer TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Gail Guck 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Commissioner Warrants  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Commissioner Warrants with check date of August 19, 2026, in the amount of 
$2,974,001.13. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-528 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Shane Troumbly 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Towards Zero Death Presentation  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive presentation Re: Toward Zero Deaths 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Towards Zero Death (TZD) update and educational presentation on e-bikes/e-scooters. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
08/18/2026 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-533 

  
DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Katie Benes 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Public Hearing Re:  Rezone Application submitted by Mini-Sota Storage Solutions  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold a Public Hearing Re: Rezone application for Mini-Sota Storage Solutions and adopt the 
Resolution Re:  Application Submitted by Mini-Sota Storage Solutions to Rezone Property from Farm 
Residential to Recreational Commercial located at 02-032-1403 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 At the regular Planning Commission meeting on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 - it was motioned to 
recommend approval of the rezone application submitted by Mini-Sota Storage Solutions as set forth 
in the attached record (application and findings of fact). 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Mini-Sota Rezone Addt'l Info 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 
 

   
 

Page | 1 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-36 
  
RE: APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY MINI-SOTA STORAGE SOLUTIONS TO REZONE 
PROPERTY FROM FARM RESIDENTIAL TO RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL LOCATED AT 02-
032-1403 
 
WHEREAS, the Ordinance and Zoning Maps may be amended whenever the public health, safety, 
convenience, and general welfare would best be served by such amendments, in accord with the Itasca 
County Comprehensive Land Use Plan “CLUP” by the procedures set forth in Article 20; and  
 
WHEREAS, on 7/6/2026, Mini-Sota Storage Solutions submitted an application for rezone from Farm 
Residential to Recreational Commercial on Parcel 02-032-1403; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel has an existing commercial storage facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel is adjacent to Public zoning to the East, Rural Residential zoning to the North, 
Farm Residential zoning to the South and West and Recreational Commercial zoning to the 
Northeast and 
 
WHEREAS, Per Section 9.1, the purpose of the Recreational Commercial Zoning District is: 
The purpose of the Recreational Commercial Zoning District is to protect and encourage the sound 
development of the recreational industry in Itasca County. To achieve the goal to develop an 
integrated green space and recreation system that provides diverse, developed and undeveloped, 
recreational opportunities for all residents and visitors while protecting unique scenic and natural 
areas as stated in the Itasca County Comprehensive Land Use Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, on 8/12/2026, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the Rezone 
application pursuant to Section 18.2.4 of the Itasca County Zoning Ordinance, and forwarded their 
recommendation for approval in the Findings of Fact dated 8/12/2026 for approval to the County Board 
in writing and within 30 days of the close of their hearing; and  
  
WHEREAS, Section 20.3.4, a rezone or amendment to the Zoning Map may only be recommended 
for approval, to the County Board, upon finding by the Planning Commission that all of the following 
exist: the proposed zoning does not substantially conflict with the CLUP; the proposed zoning shall not 
be spot zoning; that is zoning that discriminates in favor of one lot or parcel out of context with 
surrounding lots or parcels; the original zoning was inconsistent with the CLUP; or an error was made 
in the CLUP which should now be corrected along with the zoning; or substantial changes have 
occurred in the community which should result in the CLUP and the zoning being amended; and a 
clear public need for and benefit from the proposed rezoning shall exist beyond any benefit or 
convenience to the laneedowner; and  
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WHEREAS, the rezone from Farm Residential to Recreational Commercial was recommended for 
approval to the County Board because: 
1. The proposed zoning does not substantially conflict with the Itasca County Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan (CLUP)— as economic development and businesses are allowed and encouraged. This 
will allow an existing business to expand its operation and provide needed storage.  

2. The proposed zoning is not spot zoning, which is zoning that discriminates in favor of one lot or 
parcel out of context with surrounding lots or parcels— the parcel is adjacent to existing Recreational 
Commercial zoning. 

3. The original zoning was inconsistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan; or an error was made 
in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, which should now be corrected along with the zoning district; 
or substantial changes have occurred in the community, which should result in the Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan and the zoning being amended— the previous uses for this property were 
commercial in nature and community is becoming more recreation and tourism based. and  

4. A clear public need for and benefit from the proposed rezoning shall exist beyond any benefit or 
convenience to the landowner—additional storage is needed in the community.  

 
WHEREAS, the County Board conducted their public hearing on Tuesday, 8/18/2026, at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Itasca County Courthouse, 123 NE 4th Street, Grand Rapids, MN. Notice of the public hearing was 
published in the Grand Rapids Herald Review on 7/29/2026 and the Scenic Range News Forum on 
7/30/2026; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Board members utilized their independent judgment, reviewed the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation for approval and used a criteria sheet to determine approval of the 
rezone application at the public hearing.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board of Commissioners hereby enacts 
ordains and adopts the zoning map amendments recommended by the Planning Commission that 
accompanies this resolution. 
 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-535 

  
DEPARTMENT: Sheriff TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Joe Dasovich 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
National Emergency Management Awareness Month – August 2026  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt the Resolution Re: National Emergency Management Awareness Month – August 2026, 
declaring August 2026 as National Emergency Management Awareness Month in Itasca County and 
recognizing the important role emergency management professionals play in preparing for, 
responding to, recovering from, and mitigating emergencies and disasters. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 August 2026 is National Emergency Management Awareness Month, a month-long campaign 
spearheaded by the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) to raise awareness of 
the emergency management profession and the vital role emergency managers play in keeping 
communities safe and resilient. 
 
Emergency management is a year-round responsibility. Emergency managers identify risks, develop 
plans, coordinate resources, build partnerships, support emergency response and recovery efforts, 
and work to strengthen community resilience before, during, and after disasters. 
 
Emergency management also extends across all levels of government and throughout the public, 
private, and nonprofit sectors. Emergency managers serve local, county, state, tribal, and federal 
governments; healthcare systems; schools; nonprofit organizations; businesses; critical infrastructure 
and utilities; and public safety agencies. 
 
Recognizing August as National Emergency Management Awareness Month provides an opportunity 
to highlight the professionalism and dedication of emergency management personnel and increase 
public awareness of the planning, coordination, partnerships, and preparedness efforts that help 
make Itasca County safer and more resilient.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: No 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
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RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 
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RESOLUTION 2026-37 
  
            RE: NATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AWARENESS MONTH – AUGUST 2026 
 
WHEREAS, emergencies and disasters can occur at any time and may affect the safety, health, 
property, infrastructure, economy, and overall well-being of our communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management is the process of preparing for, responding to, recovering from, 
and mitigating the impacts of disasters and emergencies through the coordination of people, 
resources, plans, and partnerships; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency managers work year-round to identify risks, develop emergency plans, 
coordinate resources, build partnerships, strengthen preparedness, and enhance the resilience of the 
communities they serve; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency managers play an essential role before disasters by developing plans, 
coordinating partners, conducting preparedness activities and training, and preparing communities 
and organizations for the unexpected; and 
 
WHEREAS, during disasters, emergency managers bring people, agencies, organizations, and 
resources together to coordinate response efforts, mobilize resources, communicate critical 
information, and support those affected by emergencies; and 
 
WHEREAS, following disasters, emergency managers assist communities and organizations in 
assessing needs, coordinating recovery efforts, restoring essential functions, and rebuilding stronger 
and more resilient communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management is a shared responsibility that occurs at all levels of 
government and across many sectors, including healthcare, education, nonprofit and volunteer 
organizations, businesses and private industry, critical infrastructure and utilities, and public safety 
and emergency services; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency management professionals strengthen Itasca County through planning, 
preparedness, coordination, collaboration, and partnerships with public safety agencies, local 
governments, community organizations, businesses, volunteers, and residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, National Emergency Management Awareness Month provides an opportunity to 
recognize the professionalism and dedication of emergency managers and increase public 
understanding of the important work they perform every day to help communities prepare for the 
unexpected, respond effectively, recover stronger, and build a more resilient future. 
 
 
 



Page | 2 
 

 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners hereby 
declares the month of August 2026 to be National Emergency Management Awareness Month in 
Itasca County and recognizes the emergency management professionals whose dedication, 
preparedness, coordination, and service help protect the residents, communities, businesses, and 
institutions of Itasca County. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners hereby 
recognizes John Linder, Itasca County Emergency Manager, for his dedicated service in leading 
and coordinating emergency management efforts on behalf of Itasca County and for his commitment 
to preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation, and building a safer and more resilient community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages residents, 
businesses, organizations, and community partners to recognize the importance of emergency 
management, strengthen their own preparedness, and support the partnerships and shared 
responsibility necessary to create stronger, safer, and more resilient communities. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA              ) 
County of Itasca                        )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  )  
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on August 18, 2026 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
  

 
  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.6.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-530 

  
DEPARTMENT: Human Resources TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Commissioner John Johnson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Job Posting Approvals  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Job Postings — 1 Social Worker and 1 Case Aide in the Family Services Division of Health 
and Human Services. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 In alignment with the County’s updated job posting process, the department head and supervisors 
met with the Classification / Job Posting Committee to present the operational need for filling these 
positions. The Committee reviewed current workload, service impacts, and staffing levels and agreed 
to bring this recommendation forward to the County Board for consideration. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.7.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-536 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Commissioner Johnson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Letter of Support for Depot Commons Re: Culture & Tourism Grant  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Letter of Support for Depot Commons Re: Culture & Tourism Grant. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Letter of Support 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 



ITASCA COUNTY 
         Courthouse 

           Administrative Services 
                 123 NE 4th Street 
     Grand Rapids, MN  55744-2600 
Office (218) 327-7363  Fax (218-)327-2848   

 
 
August 18, 2026 
 
 
 
Dear IRRR Culture and Tourism Grant Review Committee: 
 
The Itasca County Board of Commissioners is pleased to express full support for the 
Depot Commons application for Culture and Tourism grant funding. 
 
Depot Commons plays an important regional role, serving Grand Rapids and 
communities throughout Itasca County. As the home of the Grand Rapids Area Chamber 
of Commerce and regional Visitor Center, it serves as a central point of connection for 
visitors to lodging, dining, shopping, recreation, attractions, events, and businesses 
throughout the county. Its location in the historic Grand Rapids Train Depot also provides 
visitors with a meaningful connection to our area's history and identity. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center are important resources for Itasca 
County's business and tourism economy. They help promote our communities and 
destinations, direct visitors to businesses and experiences throughout the region, and 
provide services and connections that support area employers and businesses. Ensuring 
Depot Commons remains a welcoming, accessible, and sustainable regional resource 
strengthens the infrastructure that supports tourism and economic activity across Itasca 
County. 
 
The Itasca County Board of Commissioners recognizes the value of Depot Commons to 
our communities, businesses, residents, and visitors. We strongly support this investment 
in an important regional asset and respectfully encourage IRRR to provide funding for the 
project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cory Smith, Board Chair 
Itasca County 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

VI.8.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-524 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Administratory Skyles 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Itasca County Law Library Policy  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Review and approve interim Itasca County Law Library Acceptable Use Policy and necessary 
signatures. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Consensus at August 4, 2026 Board meeting to revisit this item at August 18, 2026 meeting. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Itasca County Law Library Acceptable Use 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2026 POLICY #: 
RBA #: 
RBA Dated: 

BOARD APPROVAL 
DATE: 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 

REFERENCES: Minnesota Statutes Chapter 134A 
 

SUBJECT: Itasca County Law Library Acceptable Use Policy 
 

I. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to establish proper regulations for the safe, lawful, orderly, and 
equitable use of the Itasca County Law Library, its facilities, materials, computer systems, and 
related resources. This policy is intended to support the Itasca County Law Library’s statutory 
function under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 134A, including free use of the library by eligible 
users under the proper regulations of the Law Library Board of Trustees, and to protect library 
resources, property, patrons, staff, and government operations.   

II. Scope 
This policy applies to all patrons, visitors, staff, contractors, and members of the public accessing 
or using the Itasca County Law Library, including its physical space, legal materials, public-
access computers, network resources, printers, and other equipment.  

III.  Definitions 

Term Definition 
Board of Trustees Itasca County Law Library Board of Trustees established under 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 134A. 
Library Resources The physical facility, legal materials, books, electronic databases, 

computers, networks, printers, scanners, furniture, fixtures, and 
other property made available for Itasca County Law Library 
purposes.  

Legal Research  Use of library resources for researching, preparing, reviewing, or 
accessing legal information, court materials, statutes, rules, 
ordinances, forms, legal publications, or other law-related 
materials.  

Public-Access 
Computer 

Any computer or workstation made available by the Itasca County 
Law Library for patron use.  
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IV. Roles & Responsibilities 

Role Responsibility 
Law Library Board of Trustees Governance, maintenance, and regulation of the Itasca 

County Law Library in accordance with Minnesota 
Statues Chapter 134A. 

Admin Services Monitor Itasca County Law Library usage including 
communicating posted rules, applying time or 
resource limits when needed and reporting safety, 
security, equipment, or policy concerns to the 
appropriate Itasca County staff or authority.  

IT  Supporting Itasca County owned or library authorized 
technology resources, including public-access 
computers, network connectivity, printers, software, 
security configurations, system resets, data-wiping 
controls, and related technical safeguards.  

Board of Trustees Establish governance for the room. 
Patrons and Visitors  Comply with this policy, all posted rules, and 

applicable law.  
 

V. Policy Statements  

1.  Free Use Subject to Proper Regulations 
 Use of the Itasca County Law Library shall be available in accordance with Minnesota 

Statutes 134A.02 and the proper regulations adopted by the Board of Trustees.   
 The Law Library hours are 8am – 4:15pm, Monday – Friday, excluding any 

recognized legal holiday. The Law Library may be closed periodically at the 
discretion of the Itasca County Administrator.  

 This policy governs the manner of use and does not impose a fee for access to the 
library.   

 Access may be managed through reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions to 
preserve order, security, availability of resources, and the law library’s statutory 
purpose.  

 The Law Library should only be used for legal research.   

2. Priority of Access  
 Priority may also be given to court-related, governmental, or official law-library 

functions when necessary for library operations.  
3. Surveillance and Facility Security 

 The Itasca County Law Library is subject to continuous video surveillance and 
recording.   

 Surveillance is used for security, safety, property protection, incident review, and 
policy compliance purposes.  
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 Patrons should have no expectation that their physical presence or conduct in the law 
library is private.  

 Surveillance does not replace law enforcement response, staff direction, or building 
security procedures.  

4. Computer System Use and Data Retention 
 Public-access computers are subject to scheduled shutdown, automatic security reset, 

and data wiping at designated times.    
 All unsaved work, downloaded files, browser activity, user-generated documents, and 

other locally stored materials will be permanently deleted during shutdown, reset, or 
wipes.  

 Patrons are solely responsible for saving, printing, or otherwise preserving their own 
work before a scheduled shutdown.  

 Itasca County and Law Library Board of Trustees are not responsible for lost data, 
interrupted sessions, unavailable systems, or unsaved work.  

 Patrons should not store confidential, privileged, or sensitive information on public-
access computers.  

5. Acceptable Use Restrictions 
 Library resources shall be used only for lawful purposes and in a manner consistent 

with the purpose, security, and orderly operation of the Itasca County Law Library. It 
should not be used to conduct other business. 

 Patrons shall not use library resources to access, view, transmit, print, download, 
store, or distribute material that is obscene under applicable law.  

 Patrons shall not use library resources to access, view, transmit, print, download, 
store, or distribute child sexual abuse material, child pornography, or any material 
involving the sexual exploitation of minors.  

 Patrons shall not use library resources for illegal, fraudulent, threatening, harassing, 
abusive, or disruptive activity.  

 Patrons shall not circumvent or attempt to circumvent security controls, system 
restrictions, administrative settings, or any other safeguard placed on library 
equipment or systems.  

 Patrons shall not attempt unauthorized access to library, county, court, state, federal, 
or third-party systems.  

 Patrons shall not damage, alter, remove, or misuse library property, equipment, 
software, records, or materials.  

 No food or beverage is allowed in the Law Library. 
 Law Library usage is limited to 3 hours per day per patron. 
 Personal devices such as laptop computers, USB drives, or external hard drives should 

not be connected to any of the Itasca County Law Library equipment, i.e. computers 
or printers. 

 Phone calls should be conducted with the handset.  Personal cell phone devices should 
not utilize speaker functions; calls should be conducted with the phone and/or ear 
buds to respect others using the Law Library and the surrounding offices.  

6. Resource Management, Staff Authority, and Enforcement 
 Authorized staff may enforce this policy, the posted rules, computer-use notices, time-

limits, facility procedures, and building security requirements.  
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 Computer, workstation, study-space, printer, or facility time limits may be imposed or 
modified at any time based on patron demand, staffing, hours of operation, system 
maintenance, security concerns, or the need to prioritize legal research use.  

 Persons who violate this policy, Itasca County policies, building security rules, or 
applicable law may be subject to warning, suspension, or termination of privileges, 
removal from the Itasca County Law Library or Itasca County facility, temporarily or 
extended access restrictions, referral to law enforcement, or other civil, criminal, 
administrative consequences where applicable.  

 Staff may take immediate action when a patron’s conduct presents a safety, security, 
legal, operational, or property-protection concern.  

7. Legal Information Disclaimer 
 Itasca County personal shall not provide legal advice, legal interpretation, legal 

strategy, document drafting, or legal representation. Itasca County Administration 
staff are not able to provide any assistance with the use of the Law Library. 

 

 
Approved By: 

Title / Authority:  
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Itasca County Law Library Rule Guide 
Free Use Subject to Library Rules 

Use of the Itasca County Law Library is governed by Minnesota Statues 
Chapter 134A and Itasca County Law Library Acceptable Use Policy. 

The Law Library hours are 8am – 4:15pm.  

No food or beverage is allowed in the Law Library. 

No personal devices can be connected to Itasca County hardware, i.e. 
computers and printers. 

All phone calls should be conducted privately and not with the use of a 
speaker phone. 

Priority Access 

When demand exceeds available space, computers, and/or materials, the 
judges of the state, state officials, judges of the district, municipal, 
county, and conciliation courts of the county, city and county officials, 
and members of the bar, will have priority access. 

Video Surveillance  

This facility is monitored and recorded.  

Computer Notice 

The Law Library public computers are subject to automatic resets at 
11:45am and 4:15pm each day.  

Do not input or store confidential or sensitive information on public 
computers.  
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Prohibited Activities 

Obscene material as defined by applicable law. 

Child sexual abuse material / child pornography. 

Illegal online activity.  

Security bypass attempts 

Harassment, threats, or disruptive conduct 

Damage, theft or misuse of library property  

Time Limits 

Computer, equipment, and facility time limits are 3 hours per day for 
legal research.  

Policy Violations 

Violators may be directed to stop the conduct, removed from the library, 
restricted from library or computer use, or referred to law enforcement.  

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
Use of the Itasca County Law Library facilities and resources constitutes 
agreement to comply with posted rules, Itasca County policy, and 
applicable law.  



Page | 1 
 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2026  

X.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2026-451 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair Smith 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Citizen Input  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive citizen input. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages citizen input. Each citizen will be allowed to 
address the County Board one time for up to three (3) minutes in length. Comments should be 
directed to the Board as a body. When addressing the Board, please state your name and address 
for the record. The Board will take all information under advisement. As part of County Board 
protocol, it is unacceptable for any speaker to slander or engage in character assassination at a 
County Board meeting. In addition, no political grandstanding, candidate endorsement, or other 
attempts to influence the outcome of an election shall be permitted. Any violation of the above 
statement shall result in the loss of your remaining time. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
08/18/2026 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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