
 

MEETING INFORMATION SHEET 
June 17, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
PULL:  None 
 
 
ADDITIONS:   

1. Item #6.5 (North Itasca Joint Powers Board Update) 
 
 
CHANGES:  None 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL:   

1. Item #5.3 (Recreational Trail Master License Agreement with Blandin Paper 
Company) -Additional information. 
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FINAL 

 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Venema called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM.  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Larry Hopkins 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Add Item #6.5 (North Itasca Joint Powers Agreement Update) and approve Agenda as 

amended. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To: Approve the Minutes as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, June 10, 2025, Itasca County Regular Session.   
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To: Approve the Consent Agenda as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 

 

1. Approve and authorize County Board Chair and North Memorial Health Care to sign the contract to 
provide ambulance service to the Nashwauk Ambulance Subordinate Service District (NASSD).   

 

2. Award Contract 68104 CSAH 81 Bituminous Mill and Overlay to the lowest responsible bidder, 
Hawkinson Construction, in the amount of $676,972.76 and authorize the required signatures on 
the contract documents.   
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3. Approve the Recreational Trail Master License Agreement by and between Blandin Paper 
Company and Itasca County authorize necessary signatures.   

 

4. Authorize the Probation Department to apply for the Remote Electronic Alcohol Monitor (REAM) 
Grant and authorize signatures of the County Board Chair and County Auditor as the fiscal agent, 
for acceptance of the grant, if awarded.   

 

5. Authorize the Probation Department to apply for the State of Minnesota Community Based Sex 
Offender Programming Grant and authorize signature of the County Board Chair and County 
Auditor as fiscal agent, for acceptance of the grant, if awarded.   

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

1. Citizen Input 
  No Citizen Input Provided. 

 

2. Commissioner Warrants 
  Motion To: Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of June 18, 2025, in the amount of 

$589,286. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
 

3. Public Hearing for the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) For Mad Bear Alpine Area LLC 
  Motion To: Open the Public Hearing Re: Conditional Use Permit for Mad Bear Alpine Area LLC. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

Motion To: Close the above Public Hearing. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

Motion To: Adopt the finding and fact of the Land Planning Commission Board and approve the 
Conditional Use Permit for Mad Bear Alpine Area LLC. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 

 

4. Tentative Sponsorship for the proposed Keewatin Connection ATV Trail  
  Motion To:  Approve the Tentative Sponsorship for the Keewatin Connection ATV Trail. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
 

5. North Itasca Joint Powers Board Update 
  Tim Johnson, Dean Haley, and Amy Phifer provided an update on the North Itasca Joint Powers 

Board. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
(218) 327-2847 

 

 

Tuesday, June 10, 2025 
 

 

2:30 PM 
 

 

Itasca County Boardroom 
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DRAFT 

 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Venama called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM.  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Larry Hopkins 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the Minutes, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Larry Hopkins 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 

 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, June 3, 2025, Itasca County Regular Session.   
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Consent Agenda, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 

 

 

1. Approve an LG214 Premises Permit Application, as requested by Community Charities of 
Minnesota, for gambling at North Star Lake Resort located at 37948 N Star Rd, Marcell, MN 
56657.   
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2. Approve an LG214 Premises Permit Application, as requested by Grand Rapids Amateur 
Hockey Association, for gambling at Chapman Resorts dba Anchor Inn Resort located at 55960 
County Road 4, Spring Lake, MN 56680.   

 

3. Approve road easement for Blandin Paper Company over and across tax-forfeited trust land 
located in a portion of the SWSW in Section 25, Township 53, Range 26.   

 

4. Approve final payment for Contract 66112, a bridge replacement project on CSAH 61, and 
authorize the County Board Chairperson and Clerk to the County Board to sign the necessary 
documents.   

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

1. Citizen Input  
No citizen input provided. 

 

2. Recognition of County Employees 
 
Farewell to Ryan Gunderson, whose last day as a Sheriff's Road Deputy/Sargeant will be June 
21, 2025, after 29+ years of service. 
 
Farewell to Kory Johnson, whose last day as Highway Maintenance Director was June 3, 2025, 
after 5+ years of service.  
 
Congratulations to Matthew Grossell who was promoted from Sheriff's Deputy/Road Deputy to 
Sheriff's Deputy/Sergeant, which was effective June 8, 2025.  
 
Farewell to Christine Blackburn, whose last day as Legal Secretary was May 6, 2025, after 2+ 
years of service.  
 
Farewell to Todd Webb, whose last day as Chief Deputy/1st Assistant County Attorney was 
May 30, 2025, after 21+ years of service.  
 
Congratulations to Garrett Smith, who was promoted from Corrections Deputy to Assistant Jail 
Administrator/Lieutenant, which was effective June 2, 2025.   
  
Congratulations to Shawn Racine, who was promoted from Assistant Jail 
Administrator/Lieutenant to Jail Administrator/Captain, which was effective June 2, 2025. 
  
Farewell to Samuel Karkela, whose last day as Corrections Deputy was June 2, 2025. 
  
Welcome to new employee, Kenn Hasbargen, who is a new Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with 
the Sheriff's Department, which was effective June 9, 2025. 
  
Congratulations to Joshua Nelson, who was promoted from Senior Network & Security 
Engineer to Network & Security Supervisor, which was effective June 8th, 2025.   

  RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
 

 

3. Commissioner Warrants  
  Motion To:  Approve Commissioner Warrants in the amount of $3,026,059.72 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
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SECONDER: 
AYES: 

Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, 
Casey Venema 

 

 

4. Bush Grant Update 
  Korey Wahwassuck, Ed Zabinski and Laura Connelly provided an update on the Bush Grant. 

RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
 

 

5. Arrowhead Library Services Presentation 
  Executive Director, Mollie Stanford gave a presentation on Arrowhead Library Service. 

RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
 

 

VII. ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
  County Administrator Brett Skyles provided an Administrator Update regarding the ongoing 

Legislative Activities. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Commissioner Johnson reported on attending Ramsey Washington Recycling Energy Center 

visit, U of M Solid Waste meeting, MPCA, and a meeting with Itasca County Lobbyist. 
 
Commissioner Snyder reported on attending Fairground Task Force, Blandin Foundation, and 
speaking with many Constituents regarding Library funding and Zoning issues. 
  
Commissioner Smith reported on speaking with many Constituents regarding Library funding, 
dust control, the cost sharing system and met with Sarah Thompson and Local Snowmobile 
Clubs regarding a trail. 
  
Commissioner Venema reported on attending Fairground Task Force, Nashwauk City Council, 
Taconite City Council and speaking with Constituents regarding the Library funding. 

 

IX. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS   
 

X. CLOSED SESSIONS   
 

XI. ADJOURN 
  Chair Venema adjourned the meeting at 3:20 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Casey Venema 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  

  
 

 

 

http://www.co.itasca.mn.us/


Page | 1 
 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

V.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-439 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Eric Villeneuve 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Award Contract - North Memorial Health Care  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve and authorize County Board Chair and North Memorial Health Care to sign the contract to 
provide ambulance service to the Nashwauk Ambulance Subordinate Service District (NASSD). 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 North Memorial Health Ambulance Services was awarded the bid for the Nashwauk Ambulance 
Suborindate Service District in the amount of $652,519 (2026), $685,144 (2027), and $719,401 
(2028) at the May 20th, 2025 county board meeting.  The initial term of this contract shall commence 
on January 1, 2026, and continue until December 31, 2028, with up to three two-year extensions 
upon mutual agreement of the County and North Memorial Health Care. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes and/or Pending 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 02-25-2025 Resolution 2025-8 Exhibit A 
2. FINAL - North Memorial Health Care Ambulance Contract 01012026  
  
06/17/2025 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/24/2025   2:30 PM 

 



ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

Tuesday, February 25, 2025 

Page | 1 

RESOLUTION 2025-8
RE:  Establishing a County Subordinate Service District for the Nashwauk Ambulance Primary 

Service Area 

WHEREAS, The City of Nashwauk desires to discontinue providing existing ambulance service to the 
Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Service Area (PSA) as presently defined by the Office of Emergency 
Medical Services pursuant to MS Chapter 144E, and 

WHEREAS,   Ambulance service licensed under chapter 144E may be financed by a County 
Subordinate Service District pursuant to MS 375B.09, and 

WHEREAS,   The Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Service Area (PSA) covers areas within Itasca 
County, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

1. That the Itasca County Board hereby establishes a County Subordinate Service District for the
Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Services Area as follows:

a. General description of territory to be included in the district – Nashwauk Ambulance
Primary Service Area (PSA) as defined by the Office of Emergency Medical Services.

b. Type of service – emergency medical services, including ambulance as defined by MS
Chapter 144E after December 31, 2025.

c. Statement by which the services will be financed - property tax levy, or service charge,
or combination thereof within the Nashwauk Ambulance PSA.

d. Designation of agency or officer who will be responsible for supervision – the Itasca
County Board of Commissioners.

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
County of Itasca  )  ss. 
Office of County Administrator  ) 

       I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in this office on February 25, 2025 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof.

Administrator 

Exhibit A
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Contract For Ambulance Services 
 
 

 THIS CONTRACT, made this 17th day of June, 2025, by and between Itasca 
County, hereinafter referred to as “County” and North Memorial Health Care, hereinafter 
referred to as “NMHC”;  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 2025-8 of the Itasca County Board of 
Commissioners, attached hereto as Exhibit A, the County hereby contracts with NMHC 
for professional services to provide ambulance services to the Nashwauk Ambulance 
Subordinate Service District (“NASSD”) in the Nashwauk area pursuant to a license 
issued by the State of Minnesota; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NMHC is a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the 
State of Minnesota to provide hospital services and related health care services to 
patients; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NMHC operates a division known as North Memorial Ambulance 
which supplies ambulance services in the Twin Cities area and to rural communities in 
Greater Minnesota and Western Wisconsin; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED: 
 

1. Operation of Ambulance Service. NMHC shall operate an ambulance service in 
the City of Nashwauk and the surrounding area which is identified in license # 
0172 issued by the Office of Emergency Medical Services (formerly Minnesota 
Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board) of the State of Minnesota, 
presently to the City of Nashwauk, which operating territory shall be hereinafter 
referred to as the “Area”. NMHC shall provide Basic Life Support 
Transportation in the Area and shall maintain and operate a twenty four (24) 
hour a day ambulance service with at least one staffed ambulance (the 
“Services”).  Staff shall be provided by NMHC and shall be appropriately 
trained and certified.  The Services will be operated in conjunction with North 
Memorial Ambulance policy and procedures, and applicable state and federal 
laws.  

 
2. Term. The initial term of this contract shall commence on January 1, 2026, and 

continue thirty-six (36) months until December 31, 2028, with up to three two-
year extensions thereafter upon mutual written agreement of the County and 
NMHC.   Either party may terminate this agreement at any time without cause 
with one hundred eight (180) days written notice to the other party.  In addition, 
the County shall have the right to terminate this agreement for cause upon 
notice to NMHC of alleged deficiencies in the EMS delivery system, and shall 
allow NMHC a period of sixty (60) days in which to correct such deficiencies.  
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3. Facilities. The City of Nashwauk shall allow NMHC the following usage within 
the Nashwauk Public Safety Building: two vehicle bays, upstairs office, living 
quarters, EMS specific storage cabinets, and access to generally shared areas 
within the building. Use of these areas will be at no charge for three years. After 
three years of use, the City may consider charging a negotiated fee.   

 
4. Ambulances and Equipment. The NASSD will turn over to NMHC the current 

EMS vehicles (Ambulance), Lucas devices, cardiac monitors/defibrillators, and 
all other medical devices and supplies.  NMHC will thereafter be responsible for 
the care and maintenance of such items. 

 
5. Dispatch. NMHC, with the cooperation of the Itasca County Sheriff’s 

Departments and other appropriate agencies shall maintain existing dispatch 
arrangements. 

 
6. Radio Frequency. The County shall allow NMHC to continue to operate on the 

frequencies that are currently being utilized by the ambulance service. 
 

7. Personnel. NMHC shall be responsible for selection, hiring, placement, 
discharging, scheduling and supervising of all medical personnel necessary 
including, but not limited to, a medical director for the rendering of patient care 
services related to the Services and the conduct of the Services within the Area.  
The rate of pay and other benefits to be supplied by NMHC to its employees 
shall be determined exclusively by NMHC.  

 
8. Management. Day to day management services shall be coordinated through the 

management team of NMHC’s Grand Rapids ambulance services facility.  This 
management team reports under NMHC’s ordinary management structure.   

 
9. License. The County shall hold the ambulance license from the Minnesota 

Office of Emergency Medical Services for the Nashwauk Ambulance Primary 
Service Area. 

 
10. Billing and Collection of Accounts. NMHC shall issue bills for services and 

materials furnished directly to persons receiving healthcare services or their 
insurance carriers in providing the Services within the Area and shall collect 
accounts and monies owed with respect thereto. 

 
11. Charges and Rates. Rates shall not be changed by NMHC more than once 

annually. NMHC shall determine and revise the charge structure effective 
January 15th of each year for the Services provided hereunder as it deems 
reasonable based on the fair market value of the Services. 

 
12. Financial Reporting. NMHC agrees to provide a financial statement regarding 

the operation of the Services to the County on a quarterly basis. These updates 
will occur at the Itasca County Board Meetings.  



3 
 

13. Basis For Financial Reporting. Revenue shall be accounted for using NMHC’s 
accounts receivable system.  The Services provided for herein shall be 
accounted for as an independent cost center.  Receivables shall be derived from 
the units of service directly delivered to the patient.  

 
For the purposes of figuring the cost of providing the Services, there shall be 
two categories, direct and indirect.  Direct expenses shall be accounted for using 
NMHC’s internal cost accounting system.  These expenses are reported under 
the headings of salaries, benefits, supplies, purchased services, utilities, 
maintenance and repairs, rental, taxes, other miscellaneous expense and 
depreciation. 

 
Indirect expenses shall be assigned at ten percent (10%) of the total direct 
expenses. This is intended to cover malpractice and general liability insurance 
and services provided such as finance, accounting, risk management, billing, 
employee health services, biomedical engineering, human resources, medical 
direction, education and administration. 
 

14. Subsidy. In addition to revenue NMHC receives through patient transport 
charges, the County agrees to pay NMHC an annual operational subsidy as 
outlined in the following table.  Said subsidy shall be due and payable to 
NMHC in equal quarterly installments (March, June, September, and 
December). 
 

Year  Subsidy Required 
2026  $652,519.00 
2027  $685,144.00  
2028  $719,401.00 

   
15. Insurance. NMHC further agrees, in order to protect itself and the County under 

the indemnity provisions set forth above, to at all times during the term of this 
Contract, have and keep in force a liability insurance policy in the amount of 
$1,500,000.00 for total injuries or damages arising from any one incident and 
$3,000,000.00 general aggregate.  Worker’s Compensation shall be provided 
per Minnesota statutory limits and Employer's Liability shall be in the amount 
of Bodily Injury by Accident: $500,000.00 each Accident, Bodily Injury by 
Disease: $500,000.00 each employee, Bodily Injury by Disease: $500,000.00 
policy limit.  When transportation is provided by NMHC, NMHC shall have 
and keep in force automobile liability in the amount of $1,500,000.00 for bodily 
injury and property damage covering owned, non-owned and hired automobiles.  
The County of Itasca must be named additional insured throughout the duration 
of this contract and NMHC shall provide a copy of its insurance certificate to 
the County upon request.   
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NMHC certifies that it is in compliance with the workers compensation 
insurance requirements of Minnesota Statues, section 176.181, subdivision 2 as 
reflected in the attached proof of insurance.   

 
16. Indemnity. NMHC agrees that it will at all times indemnify and hold harmless 

the County from any and all liability, loss, damages, costs or expenses which 
may be claimed against the County.  

 
By reason of any service client’s suffering person injury, death, or property loss 
or damages either while participating in or receiving from NMHC the care and 
services to be furnished by the NMHC under this Contract, or while on premises 
owned, leased or operated by NMHC, or while being transported to or from said 
premises in any vehicle owned, operated, chartered or otherwise contracted for 
by NMHC or his assigns; or 
 
By reason of any injury to another person, damage to the property of another 
person during any time when NMHC or his assigns or employee thereof has 
undertaken, or is furnishing the care and service called for under this Contract.  
 

17. Assignment. This contract cannot be assigned to any other entity without the 
express written consent of both parties.  Further, NMHC shall not subcontract 
with anyone to provide the Services hereunder without the written authorization 
of County. 

 
18. No Joint Venture or Partnership. In no event shall the relationship among the 

parties or the transactions contemplated hereunder constitute a partnership or 
joint venture among them with respect to the subject matter hereof, and no party 
shall owe another party any fiduciary duty or obligation hereunder. 

 
19. Assumed Liabilities. NMHC is purchasing equipment and contracting to 

provide the Services beginning January 1, 2026 consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement. NMHC assumes no liability for any claims related to ambulance 
operations prior to January 1, 2026. 

 
20. Data Practices. All data collected, created, received, maintained, or 

disseminated for any purposes by the activities of NMHC because of this 
contract is governed by the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, as amended, the Minnesota Rules implementing 
such act now in force or as adopted, as well as federal regulations on data 
privacy. 

 
21. Consequential or Punitive Damages. No party shall be liable to the other parties 

for any consequential, incidental, punitive, exemplary or indirect damages, lost 
profits or business interruption damages arising in connection with or in any 
way related to this Contract, whether by statute, in tort, in contract, or 
otherwise.   
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22. Severability. The provisions of this Contract shall be deemed severable.  If any 

part of this Contract is rendered void, invalid, or unenforceable, such rendering 
shall not affect the validity and enforceability of the remainder of this Contract 
unless the part or parts which are void, invalid or otherwise unenforceable shall 
substantially impair the value of the entire Contract with respect to either party. 

 
23. No Modifications. This Contract represents the entire agreement between the 

parties and may not be modified except by the express written agreement of the 
party against whom the same is attempted to be enforced. 

 
24. Binding Effect. This Contract shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 

the parties, their respective legal representatives, successors and assigns. 
 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 
       Its: _____________________________ 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 
       Its: _____________________________ 
 
 
NORTH MEMORIAL HEALTH CARE 
 
By: ________________________________ 

          
       Its: _____________________________ 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 

          
       Its: _____________________________ 
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Exhibit A 
ITASCA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Itasca County Courthouse 

123 NE 4th Street 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Tuesday, February 25, 2025 

 

  RESOLUTION 2025-8  
RE: Establishing a County Subordinate Service District for the Nashwauk Ambulance Primary 

Service Area 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Nashwauk desires to discontinue providing existing ambulance service to the 
Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Service Area (PSA) as presently defined by the Office of Emergency 
Medical Services pursuant to MS Chapter 144E, and 

 
WHEREAS, Ambulance service licensed under chapter 144E may be financed by a County 
Subordinate Service District pursuant to MS 375B.09, and 

 
WHEREAS, The Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Service Area (PSA) covers areas within Itasca 
County, 

 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

 
1. That the Itasca County Board hereby establishes a County Subordinate Service District for the 

Nashwauk Ambulance Primary Services Area as follows: 
a. General description of territory to be included in the district – Nashwauk Ambulance 

Primary Service Area (PSA) as defined by the Office of Emergency Medical Services. 
b. Type of service – emergency medical services, including ambulance as defined by MS 

Chapter 144E after December 31, 2025. 
c. Statement by which the services will be financed - property tax levy, or service charge, 

or combination thereof within the Nashwauk Ambulance PSA. 
d. Designation of agency or officer who will be responsible for supervision – the Itasca 

County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
County of Itasca ) ss. 
Office of County Administrator ) 

 
I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 

resolution filed in this office on February 25, 2025 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 

 
 

Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

V.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-438 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Ryan Sutherland 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Award Contract 68104 - CSAH 81 Bituminous Mill and Overlay  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Award Contract 68104 CSAH 81 Bituminous Mill and Overlay to the lowest responsible bidder, 
Hawkinson Construction, in the amount of $676,972.76 and authorize the required signatures on the 
contract documents. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Bids were received and opened on June 10, 2025.  
Contract 68104 includes: 
CSAH 81  SAP 031-681-004 Bituminous Mill & Overlay 
 
  Engineer’s Estimate:                            $675,411.50 
    
  Hawkinson Construction                      $676,972.76 
  TNT Construction Group                      $698,800.00 
  KGM Contractors, Inc                          $735,606.70 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

V.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-442 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sara Thompson, Kory Cease 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Recreational Trail Master License Agreement with Blandin Paper Company  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve the Recreational Trail Master License Agreement by and between Blandin Paper Company 
and Itasca County authorize necessary signatures. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Representatives and Counsel of Blandin Paper Company and the Itasca County Land Department 
have been collaboratively working together to formalize a master trail agreement for all designated 
Grant-in-Aid ATV and Snowmobile trails on their property. This document has been updated and 
provided to our County Attorney's office for review. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. MASTER TRAIL LICENSE AGMT signature 2025-06-05 
2. MASTER TRAIL LICENSE AGMT signature 2025-06-13 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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RECREATIONAL TRAIL MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT 

THIS RECREATIONAL TRAIL MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT (Master Agreement) is made 

and entered into as of _____________, 2025, by and between BLANDIN PAPER COMPANY 

(Licensor), and ITASCA COUNTY, a subdivision of the State of Minnesota (Licensee). 

RECITALS 

(a) Licensor has certain ownership rights in real property located in Itasca County, Minnesota 
(Licensor’s Premises); and 
   

(b) Licensee has overall operation duties in several Grant in Aid Recreational Trails as provided 
for in Minnesota Statutes; and 
 

(c) Licensee has requested, and intends to request in the future, individual licenses 
(Licenses) from Licensor to construct, maintain and repair Grant in Aid Recreational 
Trails (Trails). 

 
AGREEMENT 

IN CONSIDERATION of the covenants and promises hereinafter made to be observed and 

performed by the Licensee, Licensor intends to issue Licenses to Licensee, only insofar as 

Licensor has a legal right to do so, to construct, maintain, operate, and repair subject to all of 

the provisions hereinafter set forth, for periods as set forth in the individual Licenses, subject 

to termination as hereinafter provided, it being understood and agreed, however, that the 

Licensee shall not by virtue hereof acquire and no License shall grant to the Licensee any right, 

title or interest, legal or equitable, under any License except as specifically granted herein. 

1. All Licenses shall be expressly subject to all existing rights-of-way occupied or 

granted upon, over or across Licensor’s Premises, to the terms of that certain Conservation 

Easement between Licensor and the State of Minnesota dated July 8, 2010, recorded on July 28, 

2010, as Document Number A000645746in the Office of the Itasca County Recorder, and to all 

other public and private rights existing in and to Licensor’s Premises as of the date hereof, and to 

the following reservations, restrictions, limitations and conditions: 

(a) Licensee shall use the Trails solely for the purposes herein set forth and for no other 
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purposes whatsoever and, except as provided in section 2(c) of this agreement, and 

Licensee shall not grant to others the right to use the Trails or Licensor’s Premises, 

or any part thereof, except as specifically provided in the Licenses  or by other prior 

written consent of Licensor; 

(b) No License shall be construed to be a covenant on the part of the Licensor for 

quiet enjoyment, it being understood Licensor undertakes to grant this permission 

only to the extent of its interest in and to the said premises, as the same may appear, 

and only insofar as it has the legal right so to do; 

(c) It is understood that Licensee shall, prior to its use and occupancy of the Trails 

obtain all necessary licenses and permissions therefore from the proper public 

authorities, and the said use and occupancy thereof and all operations hereunder 

shall be conducted in strict compliance with all laws applicable thereto and with all 

rules and regulations promulgated, adopted and published by any commission or 

other governmental body having authority in the matter. 

2. Licensee, in consideration of the permissions herein granted covenants and promises 

as follows: 

(a) To exercise all Licenses in a suitable and proper manner and at no cost and 

expense to the Licensor. Licensee agrees that it shall without cost to Licensor 

(except as Licensor may voluntarily contribute) be responsible for all 

necessary maintenance work upon Licensor’s Premises, policing Licensor’s 

Premises and keeping the same in a neat and orderly condition. Licensor shall 

have no responsibility for the condition of Licensor’s Premises or for policing 

the safe and proper use of any Trail. 

(b) To post such signs and posters on the right-of-way as are deemed necessary and 

suitable to delineate and locate Trails and to prohibit the use of Licensor’s Premises 
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except for the Trails. Licensee shall have the right to layout, mark, develop, 

improve and maintain the Trails within the licensed premises; to make minor 

topographical changes for the necessity and convenience of locating the Trails; to 

post signs marking the trail; and to manage vegetation, through selective planting 

or removal of trees or plant species. 

(c) To allow members of the general public access to and use of the licensed premises 

without charge for the purposes provided in the Licenses. 

(d) To protect Licensor’s Premises and to keep the title free and clear of and from 

any and all mechanics', laborers', materialmen's, or other liens, claims clouds and 

encumbrances in any manner arising from or growing out of any use or occupancy 

of or any work or operation conducted upon or in connection with the licensed 

premises, or any part thereof, by or on behalf of Licensee. 

(e)   Not to assign any License or any of the privileges herein granted without the prior 

written consent of the Licensor except that the Licensee may allow use of the trail 

by others solely for the purposes allowed under a specific License and this 

Agreement. 

3. Licensor and Licensee also agree as follows: 
 

(a) Licensor’s granting of any License and Licensee accepting such License for the 

purpose of allowing public use of the licensed premises without charge for 

recreational purposes shall for all purposes be within the meaning of Minn. Stat. Sec. 

604A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.27, with the intention that Licensor and 

Licensee shall thereby be immune from liability in accordance with said sections. 

(b) Without intending to waive either party's statutory immunity from liability under 

Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.27, Licensee agrees to 

assume and hereby does assume, as between Licensee and Licensor, any and all 
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liability for injury to or death of persons and loss or destruction of or damage to 

property, including the Trails and Licensor’s Premises, in any manner arising 

from or growing out of or alleged to have arisen from or grown out of the 

occupation, entry, and use of the licensed premises, or any part thereof, by or 

under Licensee, however such injury, death, loss destruction or damage may occur 

or be caused, and to make good any damage to the property of the Licensor 

resulting from the entry, occupation and use, authorized or not, of the licensed 

premises or any part thereof by or under Licensee, it being the intent and 

purpose of this License that no additional risk or liability is assumed by the 

Licensor; 

(c) Licensee agrees to release, discharge, protect, indemnify, save and hold harmless 

the Licensor of and from any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, causes of 

actions, damages, losses, recoveries, judgments, attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 

whatsoever, which shall or may be caused or occasioned by or result from any use 

or occupancy of the licensed premises by or under Licensee; 

(d) Licensee agrees to release and discharge Licensor of and from any and all claims 

for damages to or destruction of the Trails, or any part thereof, in any manner 

caused by or under the Licensor, whether the same be due to the negligence of the 

Licensor, its officers, representatives, agents or employees, or otherwise, or 

arising from any other cause whatsoever. 

(e) Licensee shall assume and conduct the defense of any suit or proceeding brought 

against the Licensor for recovery for injury to or death' of persons or for loss 

or destruction of or damage to property in any manner arising from or growing 

out of any entry, use or occupancy of the said premises, or any part thereof, by or 

under the Licenses; 
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(f)   Licensor and Licensee agree that Licensee's obligation under this Agreement or 

any License to release, discharge, protect, indemnify, save and hold harmless 

Licensor shall not apply where Licensor has willfully taken action so as to 

deprive Licensor of the statutory immunity from liability afforded by Minn. 

Stat. Sec. 604-A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604-A.27. 

(g) This Section 3 shall not be construed so as to create any liability on the part of the 

Licensee or the Licensor for which either of them would otherwise be immune 

from liability, or be subject to limitations of liability, under applicable Minnesota 

Statutes. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement or any License, 

Licensee's liability to Licensor shall be limited as provided in this Paragraph 3(h). 

Licensee shall procure, or cause to be procured, and maintain general all risk 

liability insurance, naming Licensor as an additional insured, with limits of 

$5,000,000 per person, $5,000,000 per occurrence. The total liability, in the 

aggregate, of Licensee, its officers, employees, agents, and any of them, to 

Licensor and anyone claiming by, through or under Licensor, for any and all 

claims, losses, costs or damages whatsoever arising out of, resulting from or in any 

way related to any License which is the subject of this Agreement, from any cause 

or causes, including but not limited to the negligence, errors, omissions, strict 

liability or breach of contract or warranty express or implied of Licensee or 

Licensee's officers, employees or agents or any of them, shall not exceed the total 

insurance proceeds paid on behalf of or to Licensee by Licensee's insurers in 

settlement or satisfaction of claims of Licensor or third parties, or any of them, 

under the terms and condition of Licensee's insurance policies applicable 
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thereto. If no insurance coverage is provided with respect to a claim, then the 

total liability, in the aggregate, of Licensee and Licensee's officers, employees, 

agents, and any of them, to Licensor and anyone claiming by, through or under 

Licensor, for any and all such uninsured claims shall not exceed $5,000,000, 

except as Minnesota Statutes shall allow any higher amount. 

4. Each and all of the covenants, promises, limitations, terms and conditions in this 

Agreement are material considerations. Upon any default in the performance by Licensee of any 

of the covenants or promises contained in this Recreational Trail License, Licensor may terminate 

this Agreement or any or all Licenses by giving Licensee at least thirty (30) days' written notice of 

such default and upon the expiration of thirty (30) days, this Agreement and/or any specific 

License and the rights granted hereunder shall terminate unless Licensee shall cure the 

default within said thirty (30) days, or if not curable within thirty (30) days, shall immediately 

commence doing what is necessary to cure the default and shall pursue such efforts diligently. 

Any delay on the part of Licensor in enforcing any of the provisions of this Agreement or any 

License shall not constitute a waiver by the Licensor of its rights hereunder; and a waiver by 

the Licensor of a default shall not be deemed a waiver of any subsequent default of the 

Licensee. 

5. Licensor upon six (6) months advance notice to Licensee shall have the right at 

any time to terminate this Agreement and/or any or all Licenses as to the whole or any part of 

any Trail if the subject Trail or Trails are no longer being used by Licensee in connection 

with a Grant in Aid Trail or if Licensor has the need to occupy the premises and said use and 

occupancy is in conflict with use of all or any part of the subject Trail or Trails. Termination of 

this Agreement or any or all Trails for any reason whatsoever shall not relieve Licensee from 

any responsibility undertaken pursuant to the terms of this Agreement arising out of the actions 

occurring prior to the effective date of termination by Licensor. 
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6. Upon the termination or cancellation of this Agreement or any or License, for any 

reason, the Licensee shall be released and relieved from any and all liability assumed or 

undertaken except any cause of action, liability or obligation arising out of actions occurring prior 

to the effective date of such termination or cancellation and except from the obligation to place 

and leave the said premises in the condition specified in Section Seven (7) hereof. 

7. It is agreed between the parties hereto that Licensee shall, upon any cancellation 

or termination of any License, at its own cost and expense, as promptly as possible, but in any 

event within thirty (30) days after the effective date of such cancellation or termination remove 

all property and material which Licensee has under this Agreement or any License or otherwise 

erected, constructed or placed upon the licensed premises and leave the same in a neat, proper 

condition. Should the Licensee, for any reason whatsoever fail within the thirty (30) day period 

to remove any of said property and material from the Trail or Licensor’s Premises, then and in 

that event the Licensor, without further notice to the Licensee, shall have the right to cause the 

affected area(s) to be placed in such neat and proper condition at the cost and expense of the 

Licensee or may appropriate the said property and material to its own use without compensation 

to the Licensee or to any other party and hereby the Licensee agrees to reimburse and pay the 

Licensor for any and all loss, cost, and expense so sustained and incurred. 

8. Whenever it is necessary or proper to serve upon either party to this License a 

written notice or other instrument, service thereof shall be binding upon such party if sent by 

registered or certified mail, properly addressed to such party at its last known business office, 

which, in the absence of written notice to the contrary, shall be understood to be: 

As to Licensor: Blandin Paper Company c/ o Forest Manager 
    115 SW First Street 
    Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 

As to Licensee:  Itasca County 
    c/ o Land Commissioner, Land Department 

1177 LaPairie Avenue 
    Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
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Such notice shall be effective upon the date of mailing or the date of personal delivery, as 

the case may be. 

            9.    This Agreement, all Licenses and all of the terms and provisions hereof shall 

extend to, inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the successors and assigns of the 

parties hereto. 

SIGNED BY THE PARTIES AS OF THE DATE STATED ABOVE. 

 

BLANDIN PAPER COMPANY  
 
BY_________________________________ 
 SCOTT JUIDICI 
 GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITASCA COUNTY  
 
BY___________________________________ 
          ITASCA COUNTY BOARD CHAIR 
  
 

 
BY_________________________________ 
 QUINTIN LEGLER 
 MANAGER, FOREST SERVICES 
 

 
BY___________________________________ 
        ITASCA COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
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RECREATIONAL TRAIL MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT 

THIS RECREATIONAL TRAIL MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT (Master Agreement) is made 

and entered into as of _____________, 2025, by and between BLANDIN PAPER COMPANY 

(Licensor), and ITASCA COUNTY, a subdivision of the State of Minnesota (Licensee). 

RECITALS 

(a) Licensor has certain ownership rights in real property located in Itasca County, Minnesota 
(Licensor’s Premises); and 
   

(b) Licensee has overall operation duties in several Grant in Aid Recreational Trails as provided 
for in Minnesota Statutes; and 
 

(c) Licensee has requested, and intends to request in the future, individual licenses 
(Licenses) from Licensor to construct, maintain and repair Grant in Aid Recreational 
Trails (Trails). 

 
AGREEMENT 

IN CONSIDERATION of the covenants and promises hereinafter made to be observed and 

performed by the Licensee, Licensor intends to issue Licenses to Licensee, only insofar as 

Licensor has a legal right to do so, to construct, maintain, operate, and repair subject to all of 

the provisions hereinafter set forth, for periods as set forth in the individual Licenses, subject 

to termination as hereinafter provided, it being understood and agreed, however, that the 

Licensee shall not by virtue hereof acquire and no License shall grant to the Licensee any right, 

title or interest, legal or equitable, under any License except as specifically granted herein. 

1. All Licenses shall be expressly subject to all existing rights-of-way occupied or 

granted upon, over or across Licensor’s Premises, to the terms of that certain Conservation 

Easement between Licensor and the State of Minnesota dated July 8, 2010, recorded on July 28, 

2010, as Document Number A000645746in the Office of the Itasca County Recorder, and to all 

other public and private rights existing in and to Licensor’s Premises as of the date hereof, and to 

the following reservations, restrictions, limitations and conditions: 

(a) Licensee shall use the Trails solely for the purposes herein set forth and for no other 
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purposes whatsoever and, except as provided in section 2(c) of this agreement, and 

Licensee shall not grant to others the right to use the Trails or Licensor’s Premises, 

or any part thereof, except as specifically provided in the Licenses  or by other prior 

written consent of Licensor; 

(b) No License shall be construed to be a covenant on the part of the Licensor for 

quiet enjoyment, it being understood Licensor undertakes to grant this permission 

only to the extent of its interest in and to the said premises, as the same may appear, 

and only insofar as it has the legal right so to do; 

(c) It is understood that Licensee shall, prior to its use and occupancy of the Trails 

obtain all necessary licenses and permissions therefore from the proper public 

authorities, and the said use and occupancy thereof and all operations hereunder 

shall be conducted in strict compliance with all laws applicable thereto and with all 

rules and regulations promulgated, adopted and published by any commission or 

other governmental body having authority in the matter. 

2. Licensee, in consideration of the permissions herein granted covenants and 

promises as follows: 

(a) To exercise all Licenses in a suitable and proper manner and at no cost and 

expense to the Licensor. Licensee agrees that it shall without cost to Licensor 

(except as Licensor may voluntarily contribute) be responsible for all 

necessary maintenance work upon Licensor’s Premises, policing Licensor’s 

Premises and keeping the same in a neat and orderly condition. Licensor shall 

have no responsibility for the condition of Licensor’s Premises or for policing 

the safe and proper use of any Trail. 

(b) To post such signs and posters on the right-of-way as are deemed necessary and 

suitable to delineate and locate Trails and to prohibit the use of Licensor’s Premises 
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except for the Trails. Licensee shall have the right to layout, mark, develop, 

improve and maintain the Trails within the licensed premises; to make minor 

topographical changes for the necessity and convenience of locating the Trails; to 

post signs marking the trail; and to manage vegetation, through selective planting 

or removal of trees or plant species. 

(c) To allow members of the general public access to and use of the licensed premises 

without charge for the purposes provided in the Licenses. 

(d) To protect Licensor’s Premises and to keep the title free and clear of and from 

any and all mechanics', laborers', materialmen's, or other liens, claims clouds and 

encumbrances in any manner arising from or growing out of any use or occupancy 

of or any work or operation conducted upon or in connection with the licensed 

premises, or any part thereof, by or on behalf of Licensee. 

(e)   Not to assign any License or any of the privileges herein granted without the prior 

written consent of the Licensor except that the Licensee may allow use of the trail 

by others solely for the purposes allowed under a specific License and this 

Agreement. 

3. Licensor and Licensee also agree as follows: 
 

(a) Licensor’s granting of any License and Licensee accepting such License for the 

purpose of allowing public use of the licensed premises without charge for 

recreational purposes shall for all purposes be within the meaning of Minn. Stat. Sec. 

604A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.27, with the intention that Licensor and 

Licensee shall thereby be immune from liability in accordance with said sections. 

(b) Without intending to waive either party's statutory immunity from liability under 

Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604A.27, Licensee agrees to 

assume and hereby does assume, as between Licensee and Licensor, any and all 
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liability for injury to or death of persons and loss or destruction of or damage to 

property, including the Trails and Licensor’s Premises, in any manner arising 

from or growing out of or alleged to have arisen from or grown out of the 

occupation, entry, and use of the licensed premises, or any part thereof, by or 

under Licensee, however such injury, death, loss destruction or damage may occur 

or be caused, and to make good any damage to the property of the Licensor 

resulting from the entry, occupation and use, authorized or not, of the licensed 

premises or any part thereof by or under Licensee, it being the intent and 

purpose of this License that no additional risk or liability is assumed by the 

Licensor; 

(c) Licensee agrees to release, discharge, protect, indemnify, save and hold harmless 

the Licensor of and from any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, causes of 

actions, damages, losses, recoveries, judgments, attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 

whatsoever, which shall or may be caused or occasioned by or result from any use 

or occupancy of the licensed premises by or under Licensee; 

(d) Licensee agrees to release and discharge Licensor of and from any and all claims 

for damages to or destruction of the Trails, or any part thereof, in any manner 

caused by or under the Licensor, whether the same be due to the negligence of the 

Licensor, its officers, representatives, agents or employees, or otherwise, or 

arising from any other cause whatsoever. 

(e) Licensee shall assume and conduct the defense of any suit or proceeding brought 

against the Licensor for recovery for injury to or death' of persons or for loss 

or destruction of or damage to property in any manner arising from or growing 

out of any entry, use or occupancy of the said premises, or any part thereof, by or 

under the Licenses; 
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(f)   Licensor and Licensee agree that Licensee's obligation under this Agreement or 

any License to release, discharge, protect, indemnify, save and hold harmless 

Licensor shall not apply where Licensor has willfully taken action so as to 

deprive Licensor of the statutory immunity from liability afforded by Minn. 

Stat. Sec. 604-A.20 through Minn. Stat. Sec. 604-A.27. 

(g) This Section 3 shall not be construed so as to create any liability on the part of the 

Licensee or the Licensor for which either of them would otherwise be immune 

from liability, or be subject to limitations of liability, under applicable Minnesota 

Statutes. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement or any License, 

Licensee's liability to Licensor shall be limited as provided in this Paragraph 3(h). 

Licensee shall procure, or cause to be procured, and maintain general all risk 

liability insurance, naming Licensor as an additional insured, with limits of 

$5,000,000 per person, $5,000,000 per occurrence. The total liability, in the 

aggregate, of Licensee, its officers, employees, agents, and any of them, to 

Licensor and anyone claiming by, through or under Licensor, for any and all 

claims, losses, costs or damages whatsoever arising out of, resulting from or in any 

way related to any License which is the subject of this Agreement, from any cause 

or causes, including but not limited to the negligence, errors, omissions, strict 

liability or breach of contract or warranty express or implied of Licensee or 

Licensee's officers, employees or agents or any of them, shall not exceed the total 

insurance proceeds paid on behalf of or to Licensee by Licensee's insurers in 

settlement or satisfaction of claims of Licensor or third parties, or any of them, 

under the terms and condition of Licensee's insurance policies applicable 
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thereto. If no insurance coverage is provided with respect to a claim, then the 

total liability, in the aggregate, of Licensee and Licensee's officers, employees, 

agents, and any of them, to Licensor and anyone claiming by, through or under 

Licensor, for any and all such uninsured claims shall not exceed $5,000,000, 

except as Minnesota Statutes shall allow any higher amount. 

4. Each and all of the covenants, promises, limitations, terms and conditions in this 

Agreement are material considerations. Upon any default in the performance by Licensee of any 

of the covenants or promises contained in this Recreational Trail License, Licensor may terminate 

this Agreement or any or all Licenses by giving Licensee at least thirty (30) days' written notice of 

such default and upon the expiration of thirty (30) days, this Agreement and/or any specific 

License and the rights granted hereunder shall terminate unless Licensee shall cure the 

default within said thirty (30) days, or if not curable within thirty (30) days, shall immediately 

commence doing what is necessary to cure the default and shall pursue such efforts diligently. 

Any delay on the part of Licensor in enforcing any of the provisions of this Agreement or any 

License shall not constitute a waiver by the Licensor of its rights hereunder; and a waiver by 

the Licensor of a default shall not be deemed a waiver of any subsequent default of the 

Licensee. 

5. Licensor upon six (6) months advance notice to Licensee shall have the right at 

any time to terminate this Agreement and/or any or all Licenses as to the whole or any part of 

any Trail if the subject Trail or Trails are no longer being used by Licensee in connection 

with a Grant in Aid Trail or if Licensor has the need to occupy the premises and said use and 

occupancy is in conflict with use of all or any part of the subject Trail or Trails. Termination of 

this Agreement or any or all Trails for any reason whatsoever shall not relieve Licensee from 

any responsibility undertaken pursuant to the terms of this Agreement arising out of the actions 

occurring prior to the effective date of termination by Licensor. 
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6. Upon the termination or cancellation of this Agreement or any or License, for any 

reason, the Licensee shall be released and relieved from any and all liability assumed or 

undertaken except any cause of action, liability or obligation arising out of actions occurring prior 

to the effective date of such termination or cancellation and except from the obligation to place 

and leave the said premises in the condition specified in Section Seven (7) hereof. 

7. This Agreement will commence on the Start Date and will continue for a period 

of ten (10) years and will be automatically renewed for successive one (1) year terms unless 

terminated sooner by either Party by 180 day’s written notice in a manner set forth is Section 8 

below. It is agreed between the parties hereto that Licensee shall, upon any cancellation or 

termination of any License, at its own cost and expense, as promptly as possible, but in any event 

within thirty (30) days after the effective date of such cancellation or termination remove all 

property and material which Licensee has under this Agreement or any License or otherwise 

erected, constructed or placed upon the licensed premises and leave the same in a neat, proper 

condition. Should the Licensee, for any reason whatsoever fail within the thirty (30) day period 

to remove any of said property and material from the Trail or Licensor’s Premises, then and in 

that event the Licensor, without further notice to the Licensee, shall have the right to cause the 

affected area(s) to be placed in such neat and proper condition at the cost and expense of the 

Licensee or may appropriate the said property and material to its own use without compensation 

to the Licensee or to any other party and hereby the Licensee agrees to reimburse and pay the 

Licensor for any and all loss, cost, and expense so sustained and incurred. 

8. Whenever it is necessary or proper to serve upon either party to this License a 

written notice or other instrument, service thereof shall be binding upon such party if sent by 

registered or certified mail, properly addressed to such party at its last known business office, 

which, in the absence of written notice to the contrary, shall be understood to be: 
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As to Licensor: Blandin Paper Company c/ o Forest Manager 
    115 SW First Street 
    Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

 

As to Licensee:  Itasca County 
    c/ o Land Commissioner, Land Department 
    1177 LaPrairie Avenue 
    Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 

Such notice shall be effective upon the date of mailing or the date of personal delivery, as 

the case may be. 

            9.    This Agreement, all Licenses and all of the terms and provisions hereof shall 

extend to, inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the successors and assigns of the 

parties hereto. 

SIGNED BY THE PARTIES AS OF THE DATE STATED ABOVE. 

 
BLANDIN PAPER COMPANY  
 
BY_________________________________ 
 SCOTT JUIDICI 
 GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITASCA COUNTY  
 
BY___________________________________ 
          ITASCA COUNTY BOARD CHAIR 
  
 

 
BY_________________________________ 
 QUINTIN LEGLER 
 MANAGER, FOREST SERVICES 
 

 
BY___________________________________ 
        ITASCA COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

V.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-443 

  
DEPARTMENT: Probation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Kevin Glass 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Remote Electronic Alcohol Monitor (REAM) Grant  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize the Probation Department to apply for the Remote Electronic Alcohol Monitor (REAM) 
Grant and authorize signatures of the County Board Chair and County Auditor as the fiscal agent, for 
acceptance of the grant, if awarded. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
Itasca County has been the recipient of this grant for several years.  The grant is distributed by the 
Minnesota Department of Corrections and is on a 2-year cycle.  Itasca has received $8,00 annually 
through this grant and the funds are used to offset the cost for individuals placed on electronic home 
alcohol monitoring as a condition of pre-trial supervision or probation. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

V.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-444 

  
DEPARTMENT: Probation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Kevin Glass 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Community Sex Offender Treatment Grant  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize the Probation Department to apply for the State of Minnesota Community Based Sex 
Offender Programming Grant and authorize signature of the County Board Chair and County Auditor 
as fiscal agent, for acceptance of the grant, if awarded. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Itasca County has been the recipient of this grant for several years.  The grant is distributed by the 
Minnesota Department of Corrections and is on a 2-year cycle.  Itasca has received $52,836 bi-
annually through this grant and the funds are used to offset the cost of probation involved juveniles 
that are charged with a sexual offense and recommended to outpatient sex offender 
treatment/programming.  The ability to provide this treatment/programming in the community helps 
rehabilitate and deter out of home placements. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

VI.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-149 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Citizen Input  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive Citizen Input 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages citizen input. Each citizen will be allowed to 
address the County Board one time for up to three (3) minutes in length. Comments should be 
directed to the Board as a body. When addressing the Board, please state your name and address 
for the record. The Board will take all information under advisement. As part of County Board 
protocol, it is unacceptable for any speaker to slander or engage in character assassination at a 
County Board meeting. In addition, no political grandstanding, candidate endorsement, or other 
attempts to influence the outcome of an election shall be permitted. Any violation of the above 
statement shall result in the loss of your remaining time. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
06/17/2025 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

VI.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-78 

  
DEPARTMENT: Auditor / Treasurer TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Gail Guck 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Commissioner Warrants  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of June 18, 2025, in the amount of $589,286.00. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

VI.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-440 

  
DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Greg Stoltz 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Public Hearing Re: Conditional Use Permit for Mad Bear Alpine Area LLC/Jeff Fortune  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold a Public Hearing for the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application submitted by Mad Bear 
Alpine Area LLC/Jeff Fortune to establish a multi-use alpine ski and snowboard area as approved by 
the Planning Commission at their regular meeting on June 11, 2025. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 On June 11, 2025, the Itasca County Planning Commission reviewed a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) submitted by Mad Bear Alpine Area LLC/Jeff Fortune to establish a multi-use alpine ski and 
snowboard area.   It is the Planning Commission's recommendation to the Itasca County Board of 
Commissioners that this CUP be approved according to their attached Findings of Fact, Conclusions 
of Law, Order and Resolution that sets forth the CUP background and processing information.  Per 
Section 2.5 of the Zoning Ordinance, a CUP that is of a commercial nature in a Farm Residential 
zone that is not listed as a permitted or conditional use must be approved by the County Board. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Mad Bear CUP Criteria 
2. Mad Bear CUP Packet 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES:  

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

VI.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-441 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sara Thompson, Mark Erickson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Tentative Sponsorship for the Keewatin Connection ATV Trail  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve tentative sponsorship for the proposed Keewatin Connection ATV Trail proposal. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
A public meeting was held on Thursday, June 5th, at 5:00 at the Keewatin Community Center.  A 
total of 5 attendees were present at the meeting.  Even though there was little attendance, we feel 
there is community support for the project.  The City of Keewatin has approved a resolution for the 
designation of the trail within the community.  The next step is for the club to request tentative 
sponsorship and enter into an agreement that outlines the duties and responsibilities of both the 
sponsor and the clubs upon Grant-in-Aid approval by the state.  A trail proposal would then go to the 
DNR for GIA review and approval.  When all permits and agreements are obtained, then the club can 
request final sponsorship for the trail. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: No 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Adverstisement 052225, 052925 
2. Keewatin Attendance sheet 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Larry Hopkins, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

VI.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-447 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Tim Johnson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
North Itasca Joint Powers Board Update  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive Update from the North Itasca Joint Powers Board. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
06/17/2025 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 17, 2025  

X.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2025-420 

  
DEPARTMENT: Attorney TIME REQUESTED: 20 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Mike Haig 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Closed session with legal counsel to discuss active litigation issues and which discussions are 
protected under Minn. Stat. §595.02 - Attorney/Client Privilege. Others involved: William Hilback, 
Itasca County Assessor, Jake Fauchald, Itasca County Attorney. (Mike Haig)  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold a meeting which may be closed pursuant to Minn. Stat. §13D.05, subd. 3(b) based upon 
attorney/client privilege, Minn. Stat. §595.02 to discuss litigation issues. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes and/or Pending 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
06/17/2025 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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