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FINAL 
 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the agenda, as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, June 11, 2024 County Board Regular Session. 
 

V. RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approve the Purchase of Service Agreement between ICHHS and Absolute Guardian Care for 
Guardianship and Conservatorship.  

  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM  
 

 

2. Approve and accept the 2024/2025 Housing Support Agreements effective July 1, 2024.  
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM  

 
 

3. Approve the donation of 40-50 end-of-life analog monitors to PC's for People. 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM  

 
 

4. Approve Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) by and between the State of Minnesota, acting through its 
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Division and Itasca County, for the purpose of 
implementing cooperative wildlife projects and authorize necessary signatures.   

  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM  
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5. Approve utility license for construction, maintenance and operation of an underground 
telecommunication line over and across tax-forfeited trust lands in Section 4, township 61, 
Range 24 and authorize necessary signatures. 

  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM  
 

 

VI. DISCUSSION / INFORMATIONAL 
 

1. Citizen Input 
  Connie Freshour provided citizen input regarding the appointment of a County Attorney. 

 
Sheila Jensen provided citizen input regarding Item #6.4 (County Subordinate Service District 
Discussion) and the appointment of a County Attorney. 

 

2. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Mn-Fish 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $15,000, from 

Mn-Fish for an Education/Advocacy project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
RECESS 
Chair Johnson recessed the meeting at 3:05 PM. 
 
RECONVENE 
Chair Johnson reconvened the meeting at 3:38 PM, with all members present. 

 

3. Public Hearing Re: Off Sale Liquor License for Blackberry Junction LLC 
  Motion To:  Open the Public Hearing Re: Off Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Blackberry 

Junction LLC located at 25306 Dove Lane, Grand Rapids, MN. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
Motion To:  Close the above public hearing. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
Motion To:  Approve the issuance of an Off Sale Liquor License for Blackberry Junction LLC 
located at 25306 Dove Lane, Grand Rapids, MN. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

4. County Subordinate Service District Discussion 
  Health and Human Services (HHS) Director Eric Villeneuve and Commissioner Casey Venema 

provided information regarding the possibility of a County Subordinate Service District for the 
Nashwauk Ambulance Service. 
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Motion To:  Continue the discussion regarding County Subordinate Service Districts between 
the County, City of Nashwauk, and other government agencies to include a road map to chart 
out next steps. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

 

5. Public Hearing Re: Rezone Application Submitted by Jeff Peterson 
  Motion To:  Open the Public Hearing Re: Rezone Application Submitted by Jeff Peterson to 

rezone properties from Rural Residential to Recreational Commercial for properties located at 
19-017-1307, 19-017-1308, and 19-017-4203.  All aye. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

Motion To:  Close the above public hearing. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

Motion To:  Continue deliberations relative to the Rezone Application submitted by Jeff 
Peterson to the County Board’s June 25, 2024 Regular Agenda. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

6. Itasca County Tourism Economic Impact Report 
  Visit Grand Rapids Executive Director Megan Christianson provided a presentation regarding 

the 2024 Itasca County Economic Impact. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

7. Declaration of Vacancy 
  Motion To:  Declared a vacancy in the elected County Attorney position. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

8. Appointment to Fill Elected County Attorney Vacancy 
  Motion To:  Appoint Jacob Fauchald to fill the elected Itasca County Attorney vacancy pursuant 

to Minn. Stat. Sec. 375.08 upon giving the bond and taking the oath as required by law with 
such appointment to be effective June 25, 2024 at a salary of one hundred forty thousand 
dollars ($140,000). 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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June 18, 2024 
 
 
 
Chair: 
 
 
 
PULL:  None 
 
 
ADDITIONS:  None 
 
 
CHANGES:   None 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL:   

1. Item #6.6 – Additional Information 
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DRAFT 

 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Absent 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the agenda, as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

1. Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, June 4, 2024 County Board Work Session. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Consent Agenda, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

1. Accept the Minutes of the May 9, 2024 HHS Advisory Committee Meeting. 
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VI. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Citizen Input 
  Ken Haubrich, Dan Butterfield, Jesse Smith, Jerry Stejskal, Diane Howe, Wade Freshour, 

Marge Sella, Paul DeRosier, John Aultman, Deborah Fideldy, Joy Castle, Doug Johnson, and 
Cathy Round provided citizen input to address concerns regarding County Attorney applicant, 
James Austad. 
 
Stephanie Lipscy and Craig Nelson provided citizen input regarding the Itasca Pride event 
scheduled for June 23, 2024. 
 
Mary Drewes and Connie Freshour provided citizen input regarding presentation of the Ten 
Commandments. 
 
Mike Patrow provided citizen input regarding separation of church and state. 

 

2. Commissioner Warrants 
  Motion To:  Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of June 14, 2024, in the 

amount of $2,358,617.55. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

3. Recognition of County Employees 
  The following employees were recognized: 

 
Welcome to new employee, Cody Ploetz, Sheriff's Deputy/Road Deputy in the Sheriff's 
Department, which was effective June 3, 2024. 
 
Farewell to Samantha Schultz, whose last day as Sheriff's Deputy/Road Deputy with the 
Sheriff's Department, which was effective June 1, 2024, after 9+ months of service. 
 
Farewell to Nevada Childs, whose last day as Probation Officer with the Probation Department, 
which was effective May 31, 2024, after 2+ years of service. 
 
Farewell to Sheryl Pihlaja, whose last day as Legal Secretary with the Attorney's Department, 
which was effective June 7, 2024 after 1 year of service. 
 
Farewell to Paul Twedt, whose last day as Park Operations Coordinator with the Land 
Department, which was effective May 24, 2024 after 1 month of service. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

4. Service Contract with Commercial Asphalt Repair, Inc. 
  Motion To:  Approve service contract with Commercial Asphalt Repair, Inc. in the amount of 

$42,780 for crack-filling and seal-coating asphalt areas at the Itasca County Fairgrounds, and 
authorize necessary signatures. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 
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5. CEDA Update 
  Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA) representative Sarah Carling provided 

an update regarding community and economic development projects within Itasca County. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

6. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Taconite Fire Department 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $125,000, from 

Taconite Fire Department for the purchase of a Pumper truck reallocating funds previously 
encumbered for a Fire Hall Addition. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

7. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Carpenter Township 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $10,000, from 

Carpenter Township for a Permanent Siding of Firehall Building project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 

 

8. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Greenway Township 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $20,000, from 

Greenway Township for a Twin Lakes Beach Improvement project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

9. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Morse Township 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $5,100, from 

Morse Township for a Morse Town Hall painting project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
 

10. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request – Good Hope Township 
  Motion To:  Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $9,036, from 

Good Hope Township for a Town Hall Roofing project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 
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11. Performance Evaluation Summary 
  Chair Johnson provided a summary of the performance evaluation of County Administrator Brett 

Skyles held at the Tuesday, June 4, 2024 County Board Work Session. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

12. Interim County Attorney Appointment 
  It was the consensus of the County Board to table the appointment of an interim County 

Attorney. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

VII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
  Commissioner Ives provided comment regarding recent communications with constituents 

relative to zoning issues and appointment of an interim County Attorney. 
 
Commissioner Smith provided comment regarding recent communications with constituents 
relative to appointment of an interim County Attorney and reported on his attendance at a recent 
Squaw Lake City Council meeting. 
 
Commissioner Venema provided comment regarding recent communications with constituents 
relative to appointment of an interim County Attorney and reported on his attendance at a recent 
Fair Board meeting. 
 
Commissioner Johnson provided comment regarding American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds and 
urged the public to visit businesses affected by the Swan River roundabout project. 

  
RECESS 

  Chair Johnson recessed the meeting at 4:15 PM. 
  

RECONVENE 
  Chair Johnson reconvened the meeting at 4:29 PM, with all members present except Snyder 

absent. 
 

VIII. CLOSED SESSIONS 
 

1. Hold a Closed Session per MN Statutes 13D.03 Re: Labor Negotiations. 
  Motion To:  Go into Closed Session per MN Statutes 13D.03 Re: Labor Negotiations. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 
Others Present:  Human Resources Director Janet Borth, DDA Human Resources Consultant 
Tessia Melvin, and County Administrator Brett Skyles. 
 
Motion To:  Go into Open Session. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
Terry Snyder 

 

RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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IX. ADJOURN 
  Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting at 5:10 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
John Johnson 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

V.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-262 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Eric Villeneuve 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Absolute Guardian Care Purchase of Service Agreement  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve the Purchase of Service Agreement between ICHHS and Absolute Guardian Care for 
Guardianship and Conservatorship.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
Itasca County has had private agencies under contract to provide guardianship and conservatorship 
services to our residents.  Due to two of the agencies ending their contracts, we only have one 
provider currently, LSS (Lutheran Social Services).  Absolute is a local company with a reputation for 
providing quality services.  Absolute is interested in establishing a contract with ICHHS to provide this 
service, which will only increase in need as our population ages.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: No 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Absolute Guardian Care 2024 
  
06/18/2024 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM 
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ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
1209 SE 2nd Avenue 

Grand Rapids, Minnesota  55744 
 
 

PURCHASE OF SERVICE AGREEMENT 
 
The ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 1209 SE 2ND AVENUE, GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 
55744, hereafter referred to as the "Agency", and ABSOLUTE GUARDIAN CARE, 1407 NW 4TH STREET, GRAND 
RAPIDS, MN  55744, hereafter referred to as the "Contractor", enter into this Agreement for the period from 07/01/2024 
THROUGH 12/31/2024. 
 

WITNESSETH 
 
WHEREAS, the Contractor is an approved vendor according to published county criteria or certified by the Public Agency 
ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES to provide GUARDIANSHIP AND CONSERVATORSHIP to 
persons; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Agency, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 373.01 and 373.02, wishes to purchase such program 
services from the Contractor; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Contractor represents that it is duly qualified and willing to perform such services; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual understandings and agreements set forth, the Agency and Contractor 
agree as follows: 
 
I.   CONTRACT GENERAL 
 
 A. Contractor's Duties: 
 

1. Attached to this Agreement as Exhibit "A" will be items a through g as follows: 
   
a. Description of services. 
b.   Exposition of staffing, including job description and professional qualifications of personnel. 
c.   Organizational chart with names and positions.   
d.   Line item budget.     
e.   Proof of professional/commercial liability insurance, (photocopies should include expiration 

date and amount of coverage).            
f.   Proof of Worker’s Compensation, (photocopies should include expiration date).     
g.   Operating license (photocopy, when applicable).  

 
2. Attached to this Agreement as Exhibit “B”, when applicable, are specific duties of the Contractor, as 

the Agency deems necessary, for the delivery and accountability of client services. 
 
3.  The Contractor shall, in writing within ten (10) days, notify the Agency whenever it is unable to, or 

going to be unable to, provide the required quality or quantity of purchased services.  Upon such 
notifications, Agency shall determine whether such inability will require modification or cancellation of 
said Agreement. 

 
 B. Cost and Delivery of Purchased Services: 
 

1. The Contractor certifies that the services to be provided under this Agreement are not available 
without cost to eligible clients.  The Contractor further certifies that payment claims for purchased 
services will be in accordance with rates of payment which do not exceed amounts reasonable and 
necessary to assure quality of service.  The Contractor further certifies that rates of payment do not 
reflect any administrative or program costs assignable to private pay or third-party pay service 
recipients. 

 
2. Purchased services will be provided to guardianships, conservatorships and representative payees 

established within ITASCA COUNTY, however client ay reside outside of county. 
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 C.  Safeguard of Client Information: 
 

1. The use or disclosure by any party of information concerning an eligible client in violation of any rule of 
confidentiality provided for in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13, and the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act of 1996 (45 C.F.R. Part 160-164), or for any purpose not directly connected 
with the Agency's or Contractor's responsibility with respect to the purchased services hereunder is 
prohibited.  The collection, use, maintenance and dissemination of data on clients shall be in 
accordance with the laws of Minnesota and the United States applicable to the data.  The Contractor 
shall assure compliance with Minnesota Statute Section 13.46, subd. 10, Para. (b). 

 
a.  The parties hereto recognize that data collected, used, exchanged, and disseminated for the 

administration and management of activities and programs authorized by this Agreement may 
be classified by State or Federal Law as private or confidential.  The parties agree that such 
data will be collected, used, exchanged, and disseminated consistent with the requirements of 
law applicable to that data, including the Minnesota Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 13.01 et 
seq., as amended, the Rules of the Commissioner of Administration promulgated there under, 
MN Rules 1205.0100 et seq., as amended, and the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (45 C.F.R. Part 160-164).  To the extent necessary for the 
administration and management of activities and programs herein provided and as otherwise 
specifically authorized by law, private and confidential data may be exchanged and 
disseminated between the respective parties, including their legal representatives. 

 
b.  (When applicable) In accordance with MN Rules 1205.0200 Subpart 14D. it is agreed that the 

Contractor shall be the responsible authority for that nonprofit corporation. 
 

2.  The Agency and Contractor shall insure that a joint release of information document is completed to 
permit mutual exchange of information between Agency and Contractor. 

 
     D.   Equal Employment Opportunity and Civil Rights and Nondiscrimination: 
 

1.  (When applicable) the Contractor agrees to comply with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII (42 USC 
2000e); including Executive Order No. 11246, and Title VI (42 USC 2000d); and the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, as amended by Section 504; 

 
2.  (When applicable) the Contractor certifies that it has received a certificate of compliance from the 

Commissioner of Human Rights pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 363A.36.  This section only 
applies if the grant is for more than $100,000, and the Contractor has employed forty or more full-time 
employees within the State of Minnesota on a single working day during the previous 12 months. 

 
 E. Fair Hearing and Grievance Procedures: 
 

1.  The Agency agrees to provide for a fair hearing and grievance procedure in conformance with 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 256.045, and in conjunction with the fair Hearing and Grievance 
Procedures established by administrative rules of the State Department of Human Services. 

 
 F. Conditions of the Parties' Obligations: 
 

1. It is understood and agreed that in the event the reimbursement to the Agency from State and Federal 
sources is not obtained and/or continued at a level sufficient to allow for the purchase of the indicated 
quantity of purchased services, the obligations of each party hereunder shall thereupon be terminated. 

 
2. This Agreement may be canceled by either party at any time, with or without cause, upon thirty (30) 

days notice, in writing, delivered by mail or in person. 
 
3. Before the termination date specified in Page 1 of this Agreement the Agency may evaluate the 

performance of the Contractor in regard to terms of this Agreement to determine whether such 
performance merits renewal of this Agreement. 
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4. Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of provisions of this Agreement shall be valid only 
when they have been reduced to writing, duly signed, and attached to the original of this Agreement. 

 
5. No claim for services furnished by the Contractor, not specifically provided in the Agreement, will be 

allowed by the Agency, nor shall the Contractor do any work or furnish any material not covered by 
this Agreement, unless this is approved in writing by the Agency.  Such approval shall be considered 
to be a modification of the Agreement. 

 
6. In the event that there is a revision of Federal regulations which might make this Agreement ineligible 

for Federal financial participation, all parties will review the Agreement and renegotiate those items 
necessary to bring the Agreement into compliance with the new Federal regulations. 

 
 

G.   Subcontracting: 
 

1. The Contractor agrees not to enter into subcontracts for any of the work contemplated under this 
Agreement without written approval of the Agency. 

 
2. All subcontractors must be subject to and must meet all of the requirements of this Agreement. 
 
3. The Contractors must ensure that any and all subcontracts to provide services under this Agreement 

must contain the following language: 
 

The subcontractor acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is a 
third-party beneficiary, and as a third-party beneficiary, is an affected party under this Agreement.  
The subcontractor specifically acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services has standing to and may take any appropriate administrative action or may sue the provider 
for any appropriate relief in law or equity, including but not limited to rescission, damages, or specific 
performance, of all or any part of the Agreement.  Minnesota Department of Human Services is 
entitled to and may recover from the provider reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements 
associated with any action taken under this paragraph that is successfully maintained.  This provision 
must not be construed to limit the rights of any party to the Agreement or any other third-party 
beneficiary, nor must it be construed as a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh Amendment to the 
United States Constitution or any other waiver or immunity. 
 

4. The Contractor agrees to be responsible for the performance of any subcontractor to ensure 
compliance to the subcontract and Minnesota Rules, part 9525.1870, subpart 3. 

 
 H.   Contractor Interested in Agreement: 
 

1. No county official or deputy or clerk or employee of such official shall be directly or indirectly interested 
in any agreement, contract, work, labor, or business to which the County is a party or in which it is or 
may be interested or in the furnishing of any article to, or the purchase or sale of any property, real or 
personal, by the County, or of which the consideration, price, or expense is payable from the County 
treasury.  Any violation of the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 382.18, shall be a gross 
misdemeanor. 

 
I. Contractor Debarment, Suspension and Responsibility Certification: 

 
Federal Regulations 45 CFR 92.35 prohibits the State/Agency from purchasing goods or services with 
federal money from vendors who have been suspended or debarred by the federal government.  Similarly, 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 16C.03, subd. 2 provides the Commissioner of Administration with the 
authority to debar and suspend vendors who seek to contract with the State/Agency.  Vendors may be 
suspended or debarred when it is determined, through a duly authorized hearing process, that they have 
abused the public trust in a serious manner. 
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By Signing This Agreement, The Contractor Certifies That It And Its Principals* And Employees: 
 

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from transacting business by or with any federal, state or local governmental 
department or agency; and 

 
b. Have not within a three-year period preceding this contract: 1) been convicted of or had a civil 

judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with 
obtaining, attempting to obtain or performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction or 
contract; 2) violated any federal or state antitrust statutes; or 3) committed embezzlement, theft, 
forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements or receiving stolen 
property; and 

 
c. Are not presently indicted or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity for: 

1) commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain or 
performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction; 2) violating any federal or state antitrust 
statutes; or 3) committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of 
records, making false statements or receiving stolen property; and 

 
d. Are not aware of any information and possess no knowledge that any subcontractor(s) that will 

perform work pursuant to this Agreement are in violation of any of the certifications set forth 
above. 

 
e. Shall immediately give written notice to the Contracting Officer should Contractor come under 

investigation for allegations of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, or 
performing: a public (federal, state or local government) transaction; violating any federal or state 
antitrust statutes; or committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction 
of records, making false statements or receiving stolen property. 

 
* “Principals” for the purposes of this certification means officers; directors; owners; partners; and persons 
having primary management or supervisory responsibilities within a business entity (e.g. general 
manager; plant manager; head of a subsidiary, division, or business segment and similar positions). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 J. Miscellaneous: 
 

1. Entire Agreement:  It is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement of the parties is contained 
herein and that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties 
relating to the subject matter hereof, as well as any previous agreements presently in effect between 
the Contractor and any county social services agency relating to the subject matter hereof. 

 
2.  The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is a 

third- party beneficiary and, as a third-party beneficiary, is an affected party under this Agreement.  
The Contractor specifically acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services has standing to and may take any appropriate administrative action or sue the Contractor for 
any appropriate relief in law or equity, including, but not limited to, rescission, damages, or specific 
performance, of all or any part of the Agreement between the County Board and the Contractor.  The 
Contractor specifically acknowledges that the County Board and the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services are entitled to and may recover from the Contractor reasonable attorney's fees and costs 
and disbursements associated with any action taken under this paragraph that is successfully 
maintained.  This provision shall not be construed to limit the rights of any party to the Agreement or 

Directions for On Line Access to Excluded Providers 
 
To ensure compliance with this regulation, identification of excluded entities and individuals can be found on the 
Office of Inspector General (OIG) website at https://oig.hhs.gov. 
 
If you do not have access to the website, and/or need the information in an alternative format, contact: Crissy Krebs, 
Business Division Manager, Itasca County Health and Human Services at (218) 327-6152. 

http://www.dhhs.gov/progorg/oig/
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any other third-party beneficiary, nor shall it be construed as a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh 
Amendment to the United States Constitution or any other waiver of immunity. 

 
3.  The Contractor agrees to acknowledge the Agency in the credits of advertisements and publicity. 
 
4. (When applicable) The placement agreements between vendors and counties, other than Itasca, to 

provide services to out-of county clients under this Agreement must contain a provision stating that the 
county signing the placement agreement will either (1) pay the costs of other social services rendered 
by Itasca County or other providers that are under contract with Itasca County; and (2) will be 
responsible for billing Medical Assistance, Medicare, private insurance, or third-party payer. 

 
  At the time the social service is rendered, the vendor will instruct the provider to bill the county of 

financial responsibility directly.  Any county placing a child in Itasca County will be financially 
responsible for any and all placement costs for that child, including but not limited to placements in 
secure and/or shelter facilities whether by police hold or any other means. 

 
  Itasca County will not be financially responsible for any placement costs for out of county children 

unless prior authorization is obtained from Itasca County Health and Human Services. 
 
5. (When applicable) The Contractor agrees to bill all pay sources including third party insurances and 

obtain a denial prior to submitting a claim to Itasca County Health and Human Services.  In the event 
the service is not covered by the third party payer, a denial must be submitted with the claim to Itasca 
County Health and Human Services.  Payment will not be made without such denial.  A denial reason 
for anything other than "non-covered service" does not constitute county coverage; for example:  not 
billing within the allowed time frame for a particular carrier, wrong procedure code, diagnosis code, etc. 

 
 6. Itasca County will not pay for two placements that occur on the same date of service. 

 
II.  Contract Specific 
 
 A.   Contractor's Duties 
 

1.   The Agency agrees to purchase and the Contractor agrees to furnish the following: 
 

    Absolute Guardian Care 
• Complete all roles/responsibilities of Guardian/Conservator as defined in MN 

Statute (524.5-418) (524.5-313) 
• File annual accounting reports with the court. 
• Maintain client data per HIPAA requirements. 
• Maintain professional liability insurance and bonds. 

    
    Guardianship or Conservator:    $60.00 per hour 

    
                               

2.  The total amount to be paid for purchased services described in "A.1." shall not exceed $65,000.00 
ITASCA COUNTY PAID.   

 
 B. Eligibility for Services: 
 

1. The parties understand and agree that the eligibility of the client to receive the purchased services is 
to be determined in accordance with eligibility criteria established by the Agency. 

 
a.  It is understood and agreed by the parties that, for fee eligible recipients, fees shall be charged 

and collected in accordance with fee policy and schedules adopted by the County Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
b.  The Contractor shall not charge any program or service fee to social services eligible clients 

except in accordance with "B.1.a." above. 
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c. (When applicable) When the Agency has determined that the client is no longer eligible to 
receive purchased services or that services are no longer needed or appropriate, the Agency 
must notify the Contractor within 5 days of the determination.  The Agency must notify the client 
of proposed termination of services in writing at least 10 days prior to the proposed agency 
action and of the client’s right to appeal this proposed agency action. 

 
d. (When applicable) The Contractor must notify the Agency and the client in writing whenever the 

Contractor proposes to discharge or terminate service(s) to a client.  The notice must be sent at 
least 10 days prior to the proposed date of discharge or termination, and must include the 
specific grounds for discharge or termination of service(s).  The Contractor must not discharge 
or terminate services to a client prior to the proposed date unless delay would seriously 
endanger the health, safety, or well-being of other residents or service recipients. 

 
e. (When applicable) The Contractor must establish written procedures for discharging a client or 

terminating services to a client.  The written procedures must include: 
 

1) Preparation of a summary of findings, processes, and plans to be transmitted with the 
client; 

 
C. Payment for Purchased Services: 

 
1. Certification of expenditures:  The Contractor shall, within five (5) working days following the last day 

of each calendar month, submit a standard invoice for social services purchased to Itasca County 
Health and Human Services.  The invoice shall show:  (1) total program and administrative 
expenditures for the month and (2) an itemized account of each social services eligible individual, 
identifying service(s) provided, number of units, cost per unit and service dates, including 
administrative costs allocated to the provision of purchased services to reimbursement eligible 
clients. 

 
2. All bills for a specific month of service must be in to the Agency within five days of end of service 

month; example, services given in January can be received no later than the fifth working day of 
February.  Bills older than five weeks may be rejected due to the variety of funding sources that 
are utilized by the Agency.   

 
3. Payment:  The Agency shall, within thirty (30) days of the date of receipt of the invoice, make 

payment to the Contractor for all reimbursement eligible clients identified on the invoice. 
 
 D.  Recording Requirements or Accountability: 
 

1.  The Contractor agrees to maintain records and documents which sufficiently and properly reflect all 
direct and indirect services provided to clients covered by this Agreement.  Documentation includes, 
but is not limited to, statements relating to Client Identifying Information, all available intake data, 
treatment plan, progress data, discharge plan, evidence of eligibility and redetermination of eligibility 
status, court orders when appropriate, and a proper release of information allowing the Contract 
Manager at the Agency, or other Agency designee, access to the above mention data. 

 
 E.   Audit and Record Disclosures: 
 
  1.  The Contractor Shall: 
 

a.  Allow personnel of the Agency, the Minnesota Department of Human Services, or their 
representative, access to the Contractor's facility and records at reasonable hours to exercise 
their responsibility to monitor purchased services. 

 
(1)  Permit the Contract Manager or other personnel of the County, through the Agency, 

access to the Contractor's facility to conduct site visits, as deemed necessary, to 
determine compliance with this Agreement and to evaluate the quality of services 
provided under this Agreement.  Such visits may be made with prior notice at any time 
within the hours of operation of the Contractor.  The Contractor shall be furnished a 
summary of any reports prepared as a result of the visit. 
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(2)  The Agreement gives the Agency, DHS, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services the authority to copy program and fiscal records. 

 
b. Provide the Agency with information about fees collected and the fee source. 
 
c.  Maintain all records pertaining to the Agreement at ABSOLUTE GUARDIAN CARE, 1407 NW 

4TH STREET, GRAND RAPIDS, MN  55744 for four (4) years for audit purposes. 
 

d.  Comply with policies of the Minnesota Department of Human Services regarding social services 
recording and monitoring procedures, as defined in the Department of Human Services Social 
Service Manual, and the administrative rules of the State Agency. 

 
e. If the collection of social services fees is delegated to the Contractor, the Contractor must 

provide the Agency with information about fees collected and the fee sources. 
 

2. Books, records, documents and accounting procedures and practices of the Contractor relative to the 
Agreement are subject to examination by the Agency. 

 
 F.   Bonding, Indemnity, Insurance, and Audit Clause: 
 

1. Bonding:  The Contractor shall obtain and maintain at all times, during the term of this Agreement, a 
fidelity bond covering the activity of its personnel authorized to receive or distribute monies.   

 
2.  Indemnity:  The Contractor agrees that it will at all times indemnify and hold harmless the Agency from 

any and all liability, loss, damages, costs or expenses which may be claimed against the Agency or 
Contractor; 

 
a. By reason of any service client's suffering personal injury, death, or property loss or damages 

either while participating in or receiving from the Contractor the care and services to be 
furnished by the Contractor under this Agreement, or while on premises owned, leased or 
operated by the Contractor, or while being transported to or from said premises in any vehicle 
owned, operated, chartered or otherwise contracted for by the Contractor or his assigns; or 

 
b.  By reason of any service client's causing injury to another person, or damage to the property of 

another person during any time when the Contractor or his assigns or employee thereof has 
undertaken, or is furnishing the care and service called for under this Agreement. 

 
c. The Contractor agrees to comply with the Agency’s/Itasca County’s Indemnification and 

Insurance Policy attached to this Agreement as Exhibit “C.” 
 

3.  Insurance:  The Contractor further agrees, in order to protect itself and the Agency under the 
indemnity provisions set forth above, to at all times during the term of this Agreement, have and keep 
in force a professional/commercial liability insurance policy in the amount of $1,500,000.00 for total 
injuries or damages arising from any one incident and $3,000,000.00 general aggregate.  Worker’s 
Compensation shall be provided per Minnesota statutory limits and Employer's Liability shall be in the 
amount of Bodily Injury by Accident: $500,000.00 each Accident, Bodily Injury by Disease: 
$500,000.00 each employee, Bodily Injury by Disease: $500,000.00 policy limit.  When transportation 
is provided by the Contractor, said Contractor shall have and keep in force automobile liability in the 
amount of $1,500,000.00 for bodily injury and property damage covering owned, non-owned and hired 
automobiles.  Itasca County Health and Human Services must be named additional insured.  The 
Contractor agrees to comply with the Agency’s/Itasca County’s Indemnification and Insurance Policy 
attached to this Agreement as Exhibit “C.” 

         
4.  Audit:  The Contractor agrees that within sixty (60) days of the close of its fiscal year, unless a later 

date is agreed upon between the Agency and the Contractor, an audit will be conducted by an 
Accountant which will meet the requirements of the Single Audit Act of 1996, P.L. 104-156 and Office 
of Management and Budget, Circular No. A-133.  Contractors not meeting the $750,000 minimum 
requirement of expending federal dollars in a single fiscal year for single audits will be required to 
complete a yearly financial statement.  After completion of the audit and/or financial statement, a copy 
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of the report must be filed with the Agency.  The books, records, documents, and accounting 
procedures of the vendor or party receiving public funds are subject to audit by the state auditor. 

 
5.  The Contractor certifies that the organization is in compliance with the workers compensation 

insurance requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 176.181, subdivision 2 as reflected in the 
attached proof of insurance. 

 
 
G. Noncompliance 
 

1. If the Contractor fails to comply with the provisions of this Agreement, the Agency may seek any 
available legal remedy. 

 
2. Either party must notify the other party within 30 days when a party has reasonable grounds to 

believe that this Agreement has been or will be breached in a material manner.  The party receiving 
such notification must have 30 days, or any other such period of time as mutually agreed to by the 
parties, to cure the breach or anticipatory breach. 

 
H. Independent Contractor.   
 

1. It is agreed that nothing herein contained is intended or should be construed in any manner as 
creating or establishing the relationship of co-partners between the parties hereto or as constituting 
the Contractor as the agent, representative or employee of the Agency for any purpose or in any 
manner whatsoever.  The Contractor is to be, and shall remain, an independent contractor with 
respect to all services performed under this Agreement.  The Contractor represents that it has, or will 
secure at its own expense, all personnel required in performing services under this Agreement; that 
all personnel of the Contractor or other persons, while engaged in the performance of any work or 
services required by the Contractor under this Agreement, shall have no contractual agreement with 
the Agency and shall not be considered employees of the Agency and any and all claims that may or 
might arise under the Unemployment Compensation Act or the Workers Compensation Act of the 
State of Minnesota on behalf of said personnel arising out of employment or alleged employment, 
including without limitation, claims of discrimination against the Contractor, its officers, agents, 
contractors or employees, shall in no way be the responsibility of the Agency; and that the Contractor 
shall defend, indemnify and hold the Agency, its officers, agents and employees, harmless from any 
and all such claims irrespective of any determination of any pertinent tribunal, agency, board, 
commission or court.  Such personnel or other person shall neither require nor be entitled to any 
compensation, rights or benefits of any kind whatsoever from the County,  including without limitation, 
tenure rights, medical and hospital care, sick and vacation leave, workers compensation, employment 
insurance, disability, severance pay and PERA. 

                                           
 
 
BY ___________________________________________  BY ___________________________________________ 
 (Director, Itasca County Health and Human Services)          (Director, Contracting Agency) 
 
 
DATED _______________________________________  DATED ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
BY ___________________________________________  BY ___________________________________________ 
 (Chairperson, Itasca County Board of Commissioners)  (Chairperson, Board of Contracting Agency) 
 
 
DATED _______________________________________  DATED ________________________________________ 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

V.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-281 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Christine Krebs 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
2024/2025 Housing Support Agreements  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve and accept the 2024/2025 Housing Support Agreements effective July 1, 2024.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
Paid with state waiver dollars, no county dollars are expended.  Agreement rates are set by the 
state.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. HOUSING SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL LIST FOR BOARD 2024-2025 
2. Housing Support with supplemental services list for Board 2024-2025 
3. HOUSING SUPPORT CORP LIST FOR BOARD 2024-2025 (2) 
  
06/18/2024 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM 

 



INDIVIDUAL GROUP RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AGREEMENTS EFFECTIVE 7/1/24 
THRU 6/30/25 MONTHLY $1,170.00 DAILY $38.47 

 
GIBEAUS ADULT FOSTER CARE 
 
NEWMAN-TRUDEL REBEKAH 
 
NORRIS, JOANNE 
 
RIMA, DARLA & ROB 
 
SCHULTZ, KARI 
 
WILSON, EVA 
 
WOKASCH, MICHAEL & BARBARA (WOKASCH I) 
 
 



 CORPORATE HOUSING SUPPORT AGREEMENTS FOR HOMES THAT ARE 
LICENSED FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SERVICES EFFECTIVE 7/1/24 THRU 6/30/25 

MONTHLY $1,170.00 DAILY $38.47 
WITH A MAX SUPPLEMENTAL SERVICE PAYMENT OF $494.91 PER MONTH 

 
 
NORTHLAND BEACON HILL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 CORPORATE HOUSING SUPPORT AGREEMENTS EFFECTIVE 7/1/24 THRU 
6/30/25 MONTHLY $1,170.00 DAILY $38.47 

(FORMERLY GRH AGREEMENTS) 
 

AMERICARE LODGE 
 
AUTUMN LANE INC.  
 
BIGFORK VALLEY VILLA 
 
BROOKSTONE MANOR 
 
CEDAR VALLEY HOMES, INC. AKA MCKINNEY LAKE HOUSE 
 
DIAMOND WILLOW ASSISTED LIVING EAGLE PINES (GR #1) 
 
DIAMOND WILLOW ASSISTED LIVING MISSISSIPPI STE (GR #2) 
 
DUNGARVIN RIVER 
 
DUNGARVIN 13TH 
 
FACES NORTH 
 
GARDEN COURT CHATEAU 
 
HILLCREST-NASHWAUK 
 
HOME AND COMFORT, INC 
 
HOPE HOUSE 1          COMMUNITY SETTING 
 
HOPE HOUSE 2          COMMUNITY SETTING 
 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE GARLAND 
 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE DREAMCATCHER 
 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 5TH AVE SLS 
 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE RIVERKNOT 
 



MAJESTIC PINES GRAND LLC 
 
MAPLE WOODS INC 
 
MCOCS GRAND RAPIDS 
 
NHS ALPINE   
 
NHS MIDWAY II 
 
NHS VIKING 
 
NHS WHITE PINE 
 
NORTHLAND 1307 S POKEGAMA – POKEGAMA PLACE 
 
NORTHLAND 402 SE 13TH ST MAPLEWOOD 
 
NORTHLAND SISEEBAKWET RANCH 
 
NORTHLAND – SYLVAN BAY 
 
NORTHLAND SPEARS PLACE 
 
NORTHWOODS VILLA INC HOUSE 1 
 
NORTHWOODS VILLA INC HOUSE 2 
 
NORTHWOODS VILLA INC HOUSE 3 
 
NORTHWOODS VILLA INC HOUSE 4 
 
OAK HILLS 
 
OAKRIDGE BIRCHCOURT 
 
OACKRIDGE WILLOW 
 
ORION BASS BROOK 
  
ORION BAYSIDE 
 



ORION CLOVER 
 
ORION MAPLE 
 
ORION NORTHWEST 
 
ORION RIVERSIDE 
 
ORION 833 SOUTHWEST 
 
ORION WESTWOOD 
 
RESIDENTIAL LIVING SOLUTIONS RIVER HOUSE 
 
RESIDENTIAL LIVING SOLUTIONS LAKE HOUSE 
 
RIVER GRAND, INC. 
 
SUGAR BROOK VILLA 
 
THE EMERALDS 
 
THRIVE BEHAVIORAL NETWORK 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

V.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-271 

  
DEPARTMENT: Management Information Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Christopher Worth 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Donation of Equipment  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve the donation of 40-50 end-of-life analog monitors to PC's for People. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
N/A 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
06/18/2024 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

V.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-268 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Michael Gibbons 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
MN DNR Wildlife/Land Department Joint Powers Agreement   
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) by and between the State of Minnesota, acting through its 
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Division and Itasca County, for the purpose of 
implementing cooperative wildlife projects and authorize necessary signatures.   
  
BACKGROUND: 
This JPA is similar to the one used for cooperative site preparation and timber stand improvement 
contracts with MN DNR Forestry, so it is not anticipated to need much legal review. 
In order to combine agencies into a single contract for wildlife projects, a Joint Powers Agreement is 
necessary.  There are no financial obligations between the parties.   
The term of the JPA is for five years, from 2024-2029. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes and/or Pending 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Itasca County Master Habitat_060424 (003) 
  
06/18/2024 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM 
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State of Minnesota 
Master Joint Powers Agreement 

SWIFT Contract Number: 247922
Master Contract T-Number: 2429G

This Master Contract is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of Natural Resources 
(“State”) and Itasca County whose designated business address is 1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN 
55744 (“County”). State and County may be referred to jointly as “Parties.”

Recitals

1. Under Minnesota Statutes § 471.59, subd. 10, the State is empowered to engage such assistance as deemed 
necessary. The State is in need of assistance and desires to implement a cooperative wildlife habitat 
program, coordinate wildlife projects, and maintain and improve public access and recreation on lands 
owned or administered by the County for the purpose of natural resource management.

2. Under Minnesota Stat. § 477A.14 Subd. (a), the County is authorized to implement wildlife habitat 
management programs on County tax-forfeited lands it administers.  The County desires to implement 
wildlife habitat programs on County managed tax-forfeited lands in cooperation with the State for the 
purpose of natural resource management.  The County is responsible for the protection, administration, and 
management of County managed tax-forfeited lands within the boundaries of the County.

3. The State and the County desire to promote cooperation between agencies, prevent misunderstandings and 
minimize administrative time and expense.  Therefore, in consideration of the above premises, the parties 
hereto agree to cooperate and coordinate projects for wildlife habitat, public access, and public recreation 
on County managed tax-forfeited lands according to the provisions or terms below.

Accordingly, the Parties agree as follows:

Agreement

1. Term of Master Agreement
COUNTY UNDERSTANDS THAT NO WORK SHOULD BEGIN UNDER THIS MASTER CONTRACT UNTIL ALL REQUIRED 
SIGNATURES HAVE BEEN OBTAINED AND THE COUNTY’S AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE IS NOTIFIED TO BEGIN 
WORK BY THE STATE’S AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.

1.1 Effective date. July 1, 2024, or the date the State obtains all required signatures under Minn. Stat. § 
16C.05, subd. 2, whichever is later. 

1.2 Work Order Agreements. The term of work under Work Order Agreements issued under this Master 
Contract may not extend beyond the expiration date of this Master Contract.
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1.3 Expiration date. June 30, 2029, or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever 
occurs first. 

1.4 Survival of Terms. The following clauses survive the expiration or cancellation of this grant contract 
agreement:  6. Liability; 7. State Audits; 8. Government Data Practices; 9. Venue; and 10. Publicity and 
Endorsement.

2. County’s Duties
The County, who is not a State employee, may be requested to perform any of the following services under 
individual Work Order Contracts:

2.1 County’s representatives shall be active participants in the planning stages of any proposed wildlife 
project(s) and agreed upon projects shall be set forth in a signed Work Order. The County understands 
that only the receipt of a fully executed Work Order Contract authorizes the County to begin work 
under this master contract.  Any and all effort, expenses, or actions taken before the Work Order 
Contract is fully executed is not authorized under Minnesota Statutes and is undertaken at the sole 
responsibility and expense of the County.  A sample Work Order Contract is attached and incorporated 
into this master contract as Exhibit A.

2.2 Habitat management and maintenance practices that may be implemented under a signed Work 
Order include but are not limited to the following: forest wildlife habitat development projects, 
development and maintenance of wildlife openings, trail and access construction and maintenance, 
prescribed burns, and timber stand improvement projects.

2.3 The State and the County shall each name a Project Manager in each Work Order. Each Project 
Manager will report to their Authorized Representative and will work together to coordinate all 
project requirements and site work. 

2.4 A project established under the terms of this agreement will in no way prejudice the County’s 
responsibility to manage tax forfeited lands as provided by law. All activities shall be consistent with 
all state and local laws and regulations. 

2.5 All sites developed pursuant to this agreement shall be open to public hunting, trapping, and other 
compatible public recreation in accordance with state law and state regulations. 

2.6 The State and the County will provide the other with a copy of any and all necessary documents for a 
given project within a reasonable period of time. 

2.7 Any publicity regarding a project under this agreement shall give recognition to both the State and the 
County.  

2.8 Neither the State nor the County may be required to enter into a Work Order for any reason including 
lack of funding.
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3. Payment
3.1 Compensation. The total financial obligation of the State and the County, if any, under this agreement 

will not exceed $500,000.  Payment terms will be set forth in the signed Work Order(s).  Individual 
Work Orders will not exceed $25,000.

3.2 Payment.

3.2.1 Invoices. The State will promptly pay the County after the County presents 
an itemized invoice for the goods received or services actually performed, 
and the State's Authorized Representative accepts the invoiced goods or 
services. Invoices shall be submitted timely and in a form prescribed by the 
State and according to the work order schedule or no more than monthly.

3.2.2 Retainage. Under Minn. Stat. § 16C.08, subd. 2 (10), no more than 90 
percent of the amount due under the Work Order may be paid until the 
final product of the Work Order has been reviewed by the State. The 
balance due will be paid when the State determines that the County has 
satisfactorily fulfilled all the terms of the Work Order.

4. Authorized Representative
The State's Authorized Representative is Lindsey Shartell, Northeast Regional Wildlife Manager, 1201 East 
Highway 2, Grand Rapids MN 55744, 218-328-8870, lindsey.shartell@state.mn.us, or his/her successor.

The State’s Project Manager will be identified in each Work Order Agreement.

The County’s Authorized Representative is Kory Cease, Itasca County Land Commissioner, 1177 LaPrairie Ave., 
Grand Rapids MN 55744, 218-327-2855, Kory.Cease@co.itasca.mn.us, or his/her successor.

5. Assignment, Amendments, Waiver, and Contract Complete.

5.1 Assignment. The County may neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this 
Agreement without the prior consent of the State and a fully executed assignment agreement, 
executed and approved by the authorized parties or their successors. 

5.2 Amendments. Any amendment to this Agreement must be in writing and will not be effective until it 
has been executed and approved by the authorized parties or their successors. 

5.3 Waiver. If the State fails to enforce any provision of this Agreement, that failure does not waive the 
provision or its right to enforce it.

5.4 Contract Complete. This Agreement contains all negotiations and agreements between the State and 
the County. No other understanding regarding this Agreement, whether written or oral, may be used 
to bind either party.

mailto:lindsey.shartell@state.mn.us
mailto:Kory.Cease@co.itasca.mn.us
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6. Liability
Each party will be responsible for its own acts and behavior and the results thereof. The Minnesota Tort Claims 
Act, Minn. Stat. § 3.736 and other applicable laws govern the State’s liability.  Nothing in this Contract shall be 
construed to limit either party from asserting against third parties any defenses or immunities (including 
common law, statutory and constitutional) it may have or be construed to create a basis for a claim or suit when 
none would otherwise exist.

7. State Audits.
Under Minn. Stat. § 16C.05, subd. 5, the County’s books, records, documents, and accounting procedures and 
practices relevant to this Agreement are subject to examination by the State, the State Auditor, or Legislative 
Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum of six years from the expiration or termination of this Agreement.

8. Government Data Practices.
The County and State must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13, (or, if 
the State contracting party is part of the Judicial Branch, with the Rules of Public Access to Records of the 
Judicial Branch promulgated by the Minnesota Supreme Court as the same may be amended from time to time) 
as it applies to all data provided by the State under this Agreement, and as it applies to all data created, 
collected, received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by the County under this Contract. The civil 
remedies of Minn. Stat. § 13.08 apply to the release of the data governed by the Minnesota Government 
Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13, by either the County or the State.

If the County receives a request to release the data referred to in this clause, the County must immediately 
notify and consult with the State’s Authorized Representative as to how the County should respond to the 
request. The County’s response to the request shall comply with applicable law.

9. Venue
Venue for all legal proceedings out of this Agreement, or its breach, must be in the appropriate state or federal 
court with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey County, Minnesota.

10. Publicity and Endorsement

10.1 Publicity. Any publicity regarding the subject matter of this Contract must identify the State as the 
sponsoring agency and must not be released without prior written approval from the State’s 
Authorized Representative. For purposes of this provision, publicity includes notices, informational 
pamphlets, press releases, information posted on corporate or other websites, research, reports, 
signs, and similar public notices prepared by or for the County individually or jointly with others, or 
any subcontractors, with respect to the program, publications, or services provided resulting from 
this Contract.

10.2 Endorsement. The County must not claim that the State endorses its products or services.

11. Termination

11.1 Termination.  The State or the County may terminate this agreement at any time, with or without 
cause, upon 30 days’ written notice to the other party.

11.2 Termination for Insufficient Funding.  The State may immediately terminate this Agreement if it 
does not obtain funding from the Minnesota Legislature, or other funding source; or if funding 
cannot be continued at a level sufficient to allow for the payment of the services covered here.  



Rev. 5/2022 Page 5 of 11

Termination must be by written or fax notice to the County.  The State is not obligated to pay for 
any services that are provided after notice and effective date of termination.  However, the County 
will be entitled to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for services satisfactorily performed to 
the extent that funds are available.  The State will not be assessed any penalty if the agreement is 
terminated because of the decision of the Minnesota Legislature, or other funding source, not to 
appropriate funds.  The State must provide the County notice of the lack of funding within a 
reasonable time of the State’s receiving that notice.

12. Invasive Species Requirements 
The State requires active steps to prevent or limit the introduction, establishment, and spread of invasive 
species during contracted work. This applies to all activities performed on all lands under this agreement and is 
not limited to lands under DNR control or public waters. Duties are listed under Sections II and III (p. 5-8) of 
Operational Order 113. All parties involved in the project shall prevent invasive species from entering into or 
spreading within a project site by cleaning equipment vehicles, gear, and/or clothing prior to arriving at the 
project site.  

If the equipment, vehicles, gear, or clothing arrives at the project site with soil, aggregate material, mulch, 
vegetation (including seeds) or animals, it shall be cleaned by County-furnished tools or equipment 
(brush/broom, compressed air or pressure washer) at the staging area. The operator shall dispose of material 
cleaned from equipment and clothing at a location determined by the State’s Project Manager. If the material 
cannot be disposed of onsite, secure material prior to transport (sealed container, covered truck, or wrap with 
tarp) and legally dispose of offsite.

The operator shall ensure that all equipment and clothing used for work in infested waters has been adequately 
decontaminated for invasive species (e.g., zebra mussels) prior to being used in non-infested waters. All 
equipment and clothing including but not limited to waders, tracked vehicles, barges, boats, turbidity curtain, 
sheet pile, and pumps that comes in contact with any infested waters must be thoroughly decontaminated.

13. Pollinator Habitat Enhancement
Habitat restorations and enhancements conducted on DNR lands and prairie restorations on state lands or any 
lands using state funds are subject to pollinator best management practices and habitat restoration guidelines 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 84.973. Practices and guidelines ensure an appropriate diversity of 
native species to provide habitat for pollinators through the growing season. Current specific practices and 
guidelines to be followed for contract and grant work can be found in the DNR Pollinator Best Management 
Practices and Habitat Restoration Guidelines.

14. E-Verify Certification (in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 16C.075). 
For services valued in excess of $50,000, the County certifies that as of the date of services performed on behalf 
of the State, County and all its subcontractors will have implemented or be in the process of implementing the 
federal E-Verify Program for all newly hired employees in the United States who will perform work on behalf of 
the State. The County is responsible for collecting all subcontractor certifications and may do so utilizing the E-
Verify Subcontractor Certification Form available at 
http://www.mmd.admin.state.mn.us/doc/EverifySubCertForm.doc. All subcontractor certifications must be kept 
on file with the County and made available to the State upon request.

15. Non-Native, Invasive or Extirpated Species
Any introduction or reintroduction of non-native, invasive or extirpated species (e.g., elk) is out of scope and not 
covered by this agreement.

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/grants/habitat/heritage/oporder_113.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=84.973
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/npc/2014_draft_pollinator_bmp_guidelines.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/npc/2014_draft_pollinator_bmp_guidelines.pdf
http://www.mmd.admin.state.mn.us/doc/EverifySubCertForm.doc
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16. Federal Funds
Payments under this Contract will be made from federal funds obtained by the State through CFDA 15.611 
of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. § 669 et seq.) with the United States of 
America, acting by and through the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (the “Service”). The County is 
responsible for compliance with all federal requirements imposed on these funds and accepts full financial 
responsibility for any requirements imposed by the County’s failure to comply with federal requirements. 

17. Whistleblower Protection Rights 
(41 USC §4712, Enhancement of Recipient and Subrecipient Employee Whistleblower Protection)

(a)  This award, related subawards, and related contracts over the simplified acquisition threshold and all 
employees working on this award, related subawards, and related contracts over the simplified acquisition 
threshold are subject to the whistleblower rights and remedies established at 41 USC 4712. 

(b) Recipients, their subrecipients, and their contractors awarded contracts over the simplified acquisition 
threshold related to this award, shall inform their employees in writing, in the predominant language of the 
workforce, of the employee whistleblower rights and protections under 41 USC 4712. 

(c) The recipient shall insert this clause, including this paragraph (c), in all subawards and in contracts over 
the simplified acquisition threshold related to this award. 

18. Procurement of Recovered Materials
A non-Federal entity that is a state agency or agency of a political subdivision of a state and its contractors 
must comply with section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act. The requirements of Section 6002 include procuring only items designated in guidelines 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at 40 CFR part 247 that contain the highest percentage of 
recovered materials practicable, consistent with maintaining a satisfactory level of competition, where the 
purchase price of the item exceeds $10,000 or the value of the quantity acquired during the preceding fiscal 
year exceeded $10,000; procuring solid waste management services in a manner that maximizes energy and 
resource recovery; and establishing an affirmative procurement program for procurement of recovered 
materials identified in the EPA guidelines. [78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 FR 75885, Dec. 19, 
2014]

19. Use of Funds for Match or Reimbursement
State funds cannot be used by the County as match or for reimbursement for any other grant or program 
without prior written authorization from the State’s Authorized Representative.

(a) The County must submit a written request for authorization no less than 10 business days prior to 
applying for the new funds or program to the State’s Authorized Representative. This request must include 
the following information: this project name, this contract number, the amount of these funds to be used, 
location where these funds were or will be used, activity funded, and current landowner (if applicable). The 
project name, location where the new funds will be used, activity to be funded, funding source of the new 
grant or program, and a brief description of the grant or program being applied for must also be included.

(b) If the new grant or program will add any encumbrances to the land where these funds were or will be 
spent, these encumbrances must be approved in writing by the State’s Authorized Representative and the 
current landowner.
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20. Exhibits
The following Exhibits are attached and incorporated into this Contract. In the event of a conflict between the 
terms of this Contract and its Exhibits, or between Exhibits, the order of precedence is first the Contract, and 
then in the following order:

Exhibit A: Work Order Template

1. State Encumbrance Verification
Individual certifies that funds have been encumbered as 
required by Minn. Stat. §§ 16A.15 and 16C.05

Print Name: Jodi Wendorf________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Accounting Director Date: _______________

SWIFT Contract No. 247922_______________________

2. County
The County certifies that the appropriate person has 
executed the Contract on behalf of the County as required 
by applicable articles, bylaws, resolutions, or ordinances.

Print Name:____________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Date: _______________

3. State Agency 
With delegated authority

Print Name: David Olfelt_________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Division Director Date: _______________

4. Commissioner of Administration
As delegated to The Office of State Procurement

Print Name:____________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Date: _______________

Admin ID: _____________________________________
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State of Minnesota 
Professional and Technical 

Services Work Order Contract

SWIFT Contract Number: 
Master Contract T-Number: 2429G

This Work Order Contract is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of the Department of 
Natural Resources (“State”) and Itasca County (“County”). This Work Order Contract is issued under the authority of 
Master Contract T-Number 2429G, SWIFT Contract Number 247922, and is subject to all provisions of the Master 
Contract which is incorporated by reference. 

Contract

1. Term of Contract
1.1 Effective date. [Spell out full date (e.g., April 1, 2019)], or the date the State obtains all required signatures 

under Minn. Stat. § 16C.05, subd. 2, whichever is later. The County must not begin work under this contract 
until this contract is fully executed and the County has been notified by the State’s Authorized 
Representative to begin work. 

1.2 Expiration date. [Spell out full date (e.g., March 31, 2020)], or until all obligations have been satisfactorily 
fulfilled, whichever occurs first. 

2. Scope of Work
The County shall perform all duties described in this Contract to the satisfaction of the State. 

The County, who is not a State employee, will: 

2.1 Allow the Project, which is attached to and incorporated into this Agreement as Attachment A, to be 
conducted on County property identified in Attachment A.

2.2 Attend a pre-construction meeting with the contractor and the State, if desired.

The State will:

2.3 Provide all necessary funding for Project.

2.4 Advertise, award and administer the contract(s) for work on the Project.

2.5 Conduct all necessary boundary marking and other logistics related to project execution, including all 
processes required to obtain the services of a private contractor or State personnel to complete the project.

2.6 If required by the County, facilitate private contractor enrollment on the County’s approved contractor list.

Exhibit A: Work Order Template
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2.7 Obtain the necessary State and Federal permits in the name of the State and the County and abide by any 
and all regulations, which may apply.

2.8 Assure the County that it shall not intentionally or otherwise create or perpetuate any structure or 
circumstance known or believed to be a public hazard in the construction, operation or maintenance of the 
project area.

2.9 Notify the County when work on the project begins and ends.  The State will coordinate with the County for 
a pre-construction meeting with the contractor.

2.10 Monitor the results of the project work and provide any data and photos collected to the County.

2.11 Allow the County to provide assistance or conduct inspections, if desired, during either the active 
management or monitoring stages of the project.

2.12 If Outdoor Heritage Funds are used on the project, signage shall be erected by the State in accordance with 
Minn. Laws 2010, Chapter 361, Article 3, Section 5(b) h. Any other signage requirements for specific funding 
sources used on the project will also be followed.

The Parties will:

2.13 Execute amendments to this Agreement in writing, which will not be effective until approved by both 
authorized parties or their successors.

2.14 Mutually develop a sign plan for all signs and posters for the Project that includes County review of the 
general depiction, message, locations for placement, and maintenance responsibility. No signs or posters 
that are not legally required shall be placed on County land without the approval of the County Project 
Manager.

3. Consideration and Payment.

3.1 The total obligation of the State under this Agreement will not exceed $XX.00.

3.2 Invoices. The State will promptly pay the County after the County presents an itemized invoice, including 
documentation, for services actually performed on the Project and the State’s Authorized Representative 
accepts the invoiced services. Documentation must include copies of all payable invoices showing: 

• Name and address of the vendor  
• Date of purchase or work 
• Specific site (WMA, WPA, landowner name, etc.) where work was done or where materials will be 

used 
• Quantity of item(s) or work purchased 
• Description of item(s) or work purchased 
• Unit price 
• Total amount of each line item 
• Proof of payment of vendor (such as a cancelled check) 
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Partial payments are allowed but may not be submitted more than monthly. Payments for work completed 
through June 30 of each year must be submitted to the State’s Authorized Representative no later than July 
20 of that same year.  

Final invoices for the project must be submitted within 30 days after the project is completed, but no later 
than July 20, 20xx.

4. Project Managers
The State’s Project Manager is [name, title, address, telephone number]. The State’s Authorized Representative will 
certify acceptance on each invoice submitted for payment.

The County’s Project Manager is [name, title, address, telephone number]. If the County’s Project Manager changes at 
any time during this Work Order Contract, the County must immediately notify the State.

1. State Encumbrance Verification
Individual certifies that funds have been encumbered as 
required by Minn. Stat. §§ 16A.15 and 16C.05

Print Name:____________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Date: _______________

SWIFT Contract No.______________________________

2. County
The County certifies that the appropriate person has 
executed the Contract on behalf of the County as required 
by applicable articles, bylaws, resolutions, or ordinances.

Print Name:____________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Date: _______________

3. State Agency 
With delegated authority

Print Name:____________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: Date: _______________
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Attachment A: Project

Project Title: This cooperative project shall be known as the descriptive title Project (“Project”).  It shall in all cases be 
identified as a cooperative project between the State and County.

Location(s): TRS and/or lat/long; approximately xx acres. See Attachment 1, Map, which is attached to and incorporated 
into this agreement.

Background:  The main cover type in the proposed project areas is non-merchantable rock outcrop with off-site balsam 
fir, aspen spp., birch, red maple, scrub oak, white pine, red pine, and jack pine. The project location is generally not 
suitable for timber management due to poor soils and excessive drainage. However, the site exhibits excellent potential 
for soft and hard mast production to benefit black bear, ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer, and various other species.  
Historically, this type of site probably burned relatively frequently at fairly low intensities, but fire suppression and lack of 
merchantability have resulted in little or no disturbance in recent decades.    

Management Objective:  There are three principle management objectives for this project. The first is to increase acorn 
production, the second is to increase berry production, and the third is to encourage oak and pine regeneration. The 
overall purpose of this project is to improve habitat for wildlife on State and County Tax Forfeited Lands by mimicking a 
low intensity wildfire event via mechanical treatment.

All three objectives will be initially accomplished through hand-cutting. All woody species, excluding fire tolerant species 
(oak, white pine, red pine, and jack pine), less than 6 inches DBH will be cut and those over 6 inches will be girdled to 
increase sunlight and encourage acorn and berry production. The majority of the stumps will be 6” or less in height and 
the slash will be left to deteriorate naturally. Subsequent treatments will be required to maintain the project site in the 
desired condition every 2 to 10 years; however, maintenance treatments are not covered by this agreement will be 
administered via additional specific project agreements. 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

V.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-237 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Cindy Shevich 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Utility License for Arvig Enterprises, Inc. on Tax-Forfeited Trust Land  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve utility license for construction, maintenance and operation of an underground 
telecommunication line over and across tax-forfeited trust lands in Section 4, township 61, Range 24 
and authorize necessary signatures. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
This License is for construction of underground telecommunication lines running parallel with Bass 
Lake Park Road for a term of 10 years.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. License for approval Arvig Bass Lake Park Rd 
  
06/18/2024 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT: 06/25/2024   2:30 PM 
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ITASCA COUNTY UTILITY LICENSE 

This license (“License”) is granted this ____ day of __________, 2024, by Itasca County on behalf of the State 
of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts (hereinafter Itasca County); pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota 
Statutes Section 282.04, Subd. 4, which states the County Auditor with approval of the county board is authorized 
to grant easements or permits on unsold tax-forfeited land for telecommunications and electric power lines, either 
by underground cable or conduit or otherwise.  

NAME AND ADDRESS OF LICENSEE: Arvig Enterprises, Inc., 150 Second Ave. Southwest, Perham, MN 
56573 

LICENSE FEE: Three hundred Fifty-six Dollars and no/100ths ($356.00) (sum of $50.00 application fee, $306.00 
land value, and $0 timber value) 

TERM:  The initial term of this non-exclusive License shall commence on the date set forth above, and shall end 
at 12:00 a.m. on                                               .  The term of this License is ten (10) years from the date of execution, 
subject to termination as provided herein. 

PURPOSE OF LICENSE:  This License is granted unto Licensee, its heirs, successors and assigns, until 
terminated as hereinafter provided, full right and authority to enter at any time upon and across and under a strip 
of land nine (9) feet in width, located no closer than three feet (3’) off the edge of the road, known as Bass Lake 
Park Road and running parallel with the existing road, as determined by the Itasca County Land Department as 
an acceptable License location and is located on the parcels hereinafter described, to erect, maintain, repair, 
upgrade, rebuild, relocate, operate and patrol underground lines, including the right to erect poles and other 
telecommunication line structures, wires, cables, pipes and any necessary appurtenances, the right to clear said 
strip and keep it clear from brush, trees, buildings and fire hazards and the right to remove dangerous trees, if any, 
located beyond the limits of said strip, under the covenants and agreements of Licensee to use the following 
described lands: 

       Located within the following lands as shown on the attached Exhibits heretofore referred to as “Licensed 
Premises”, and whose general location is listed below for reference: 

Government Lot Two (2), Section Four (4), Township Sixty-one (61), Range Twenty-four (24) West.  

Licensee shall also have the right of reasonable access to the Licensed Premises for the purposes described herein, 
over and across real property owned by the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts adjacent to the 
Licensed Premises, with the specific access location to be designated by Itasca County, as manager of said lands, 
within a reasonable time upon request by Licensee, its contractors, agents, or assigns.   
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This License is granted pursuant to and subject to the terms of Itasca County Utility Permit to Construct dated 
October 20, 2022.  

For the purpose of this License, “Utility” means any telephone and electric power line either by underground 
cable or conduit or otherwise, sewer and water lines, highways, recreational trails, railroads, and pipe lines for 
gas, liquids, or solids in suspension as authorized by Minn. Stat. 282.04, subd. 4. 

DISCLAIMER:  Licensee agrees to hold Itasca County and State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts 
harmless in regard to the legal descriptions provided by Licensee. Itasca County is relying on ownership 
information and license legal descriptions provided by Licensee. The grant herein is limited to parcels owned by 
the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts. Itasca County makes no representations or warranties as to 
the ownership of the parcels crossed by this License, and assumes no liability for any errors or costs for corrections 
in that regard. The License granted herein is limited to the interest of the tax-forfeited trust, if any. 

This License is granted subject to the following terms: 

1. At the end of the License period and if both parties wish to renew, the renewal fee and time period will be
based on Itasca County policy at that time.

2. This License is issued for underground telecommunication line utility purposes.

3. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 282.04, Subd. 4., this License shall be cancelable upon reasonable
notice by Itasca County for violation of any of its terms or if at any time its continuance will conflict with
a public use of the land over or upon which it is granted, or for any other reason.

In the event this License in cancelled or terminated under this Paragraph, Licensee shall remove all of
Licensee’s personal property, at Licensee’s expense, from the Licensed Premises within one (1) year from
the date of cancellation or termination.

4. If at any time the Itasca County shall deem it necessary to make any improvements or changes on all or
any part of the road right-of-way or Licensed Premises on which this licensed utility and their ancillary
facilities are located, then and in such event, Licensee shall within 15 days after written notice from
Itasca County, or its authorized agent, proceed to alter, change, vacate or remove said utility and their
ancillary facilities from the Licensed Premises so as to conform to said road changes and as directed by
Itasca County.  Such work shall be done without any cost whatsoever to Itasca County and shall be
completed within the date specified in said written notice.  Licensee shall assume all liability and hold
Itasca County harmless from any and all claims of damage of any nature whatsoever occasioned by
reason of not having removed said utility and their ancillary facilities within the time specified in said
notice.

5. Itasca County, the State of Minnesota, or an authorized lessee thereof, under any minerals exploration
lease or mining lease, or their respective successors or assigns, shall have the right to request the removal
of the licensed utilities and their ancillary facilities from the Licensed Premises or the area in which they
are situated, upon not less than three (3) years’ written notice to the Licensee, to facilitate the mining of
minerals or materials located in, under or upon the Licensed Premises.  In the event Itasca County, the
State of Minnesota, or a lessee under a minerals exploration lease or mining lease requests removal of the
utilities and their ancillary facilities from the Licensed Premises, Itasca County shall explore any
reasonable alternative location on adjacent or nearby land owned by Itasca County or the State of
Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts, for Licensee’s relocation, consent for which shall not be
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unreasonably withheld by Itasca County or the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts.  All 
costs for removal or relocation of Licensees’ utilities and their ancillary facilities shall be paid by the 
Licensee, or its successors or assigns.  Itasca County and the State of Minnesota reserve the right to access 
and remove County and State-owned iron bearing minerals and lean ore materials from Licensed Premises 
and adjacent lands. 

6. Unless otherwise authorized by Itasca County, within one (1) year from the surrender, expiration or
cancellation of this License, Licensee shall remove from the Licensed Premises all the utilities and their
ancillary facilities owned, installed or maintained by it.  If Licensee does not remove such utilities and
their ancillary facilities, all such utilities and facilities remaining shall become the property of Itasca
County, to be used or disposed of as Itasca County elects.  Licensee agrees to pay Itasca County for the
costs of removing and disposing of such utilities and their ancillary facilities.

7. Licensee agrees, at its expense, to comply with all federal, state and local laws and regulations, including
municipal ordinances, affecting Licensed Premises or the area in which they are situated and keep them
in a neat and orderly condition, and shall remove all refuse and debris that may accumulate thereon.
Licensee shall comply with the requirements of the Wetland Conservation Act of 1991 (Laws of
Minnesota 1991, Chapter 354), any amendments thereto, and the rules adopted thereunder. Licensee is
bound by the crossing location and installation method as detailed in any associated applications and
permits and as approved by the Itasca County. Licensee shall not deviate from the terms and conditions
of this License or any applications or permits as approved by the State unless it has first obtained written
permission from the Itasca County Land Department and the appropriate permitting authority.

8. If Licensee plans to construct or make any ancillary facilities or other improvements or alterations on the
Licensed Premises as necessary or suitable for its operations and use, Licensee must first review those
plans with and receive written approval from Itasca County.  Any changes, alterations or improvements
in or to the Licensed Premises shall be at Licensee’s sole expense. Licensee's use of the Licensed Premises
shall be supported by all permits required by law, and Licensee shall not operate in violation of any such
permits.

9. No timber shall be cut, used, removed or destroyed by Licensee without first obtaining written permission
from Itasca County.  Licensee must pay for all timber (both mature timber and regeneration) damaged on
the Licensed Premises by Licensee prior to incurring the damage.  Timber damages will be determined by
the Itasca County Land Commissioner and will be based on current market values. Itasca County reserves
the right to sell and dispose of, under the provisions of law now or hereinafter governing the sale of timber
on county managed lands, all the timber upon the Licensed Premises, and hereby reserves to the purchaser
of such timber, or agents and servants of the purchaser, the right at all times to enter thereon, and to cut
and remove any and all such timber therefrom, according to the terms of the purchaser’s contract with
Itasca County, and without let or hindrance from Licensee, but such purchaser shall not unnecessarily or
materially interfere with the operations carried on thereon.  Itasca County’s agreement with a purchaser
of the timber shall provide that the purchaser of the timber will agree to assume entire responsibility and
liability for all damages and injury to all persons and Licensed Premises whether caused by the purchaser,
the purchaser’s officers, agents or employees, arising from activities undertaken based on the timber
permit or the purchaser’s use or occupancy of the Licensed Premises covered by the timber permit.

10. Merchantable timber on Licensed Premises shall be salvaged to the extent practical. Each species must be
utilized down to a minimum merchantable top diameter (outside bark) as follows: 3 inches for cordwood
material (all species), 6 inches for bolts (all species), 10 inches for saw timber (conifers), and 12 inches
for saw timber (hardwoods). All non-merchantable material resulting from clearing operations on
Licensed Premises originating from other ownerships shall not be brought, stored or disposed of on
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Licensed Premises or any county managed lands. Windrow piling or piling of any vegetative materials, 
including firewood, is also not permitted on said lands. Slash and non-merchantable materials slash 
originating from any upland site shall not be deposited in wetland areas. 

11. Timber on Licensed Premises may be offered for sale by Itasca County and successful purchasers will
make advanced payments on said timber. The persons and entities awarded a timber permit, heretofore
referred to as permit holder(s), shall have rights to enter upon Licensed Premises to harvest the timber.
Licensee must not unduly interfere with timber permit holder activities carried out under authorization of
the timber permit.

12. Itasca County, or its agents or contractors, upon reasonable notice to Licensee, shall have the right to enter
upon and into said Licensed Premises at any time to inspect the same. Such inspection shall not
unreasonably hinder or interrupt the operations of Licensee, except in cases where emergency entry is
necessary to preserve the Licensed Premises and other property.

13. The use of Licensed Premises by Licensee in utility construction or maintenance for which this License is
granted shall be subject to the use, sale, or leasing for mineral or other legal purposes.  Licensee will not
cause any unnecessary hindrance to the activities of Itasca County and shall allow access to and across
the Licensed Premises by Itasca County when needed for activities including, but not limited to, general
land management, timber management, and recreational or mineral development, whether Itasca County
is acting on its own behalf or that of the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts.

14. This License is permissive only.  No liability shall be imposed upon or incurred by Itasca County or any
of its officers, agents, or employees, officially or personally, on account of the granting hereof or on
account of any damage to any person or property resulting from any act or omission of Licensee or any of
its agents, employees, or contractors relating to any matter hereunder.  This License shall not be construed
as estopping or limiting any legal claim or right of action of any such person against Licensee, its agents,
employees, or contractors for any damage or injury resulting from any such act of omission, or as
estopping or limiting any legal claim or right of action of Itasca County against Licensee, its agents
employees, or contractors, for violation of or failure to comply with the provisions of the license or
applicable provisions of law.  Licensee shall indemnify and hold harmless Itasca County from all claims
arising out of Licensee’s use of the Licensed Premises whether such claims are asserted by civil action or
otherwise.

15. Licensee shall not without Itasca County’s prior written consent: a) assign, convey or otherwise transfer
this License or any interest under it; b) sublet the Licensed Premises or any part thereof; or c) permit the
use of occupancy of the Licensed Premises or any part thereof by anyone other than Licensee.  This
License shall extend to, and bind the successors, heirs, legal representatives and assigns of Licensee, if
any.  Itasca County may require a party who has requested to sublet, use or occupy the Licensed Premises
to obtain a separate License from Itasca County prior to occupying or using the Licensed Premises.

16. No delay by Itasca County in enforcing any of the conditions of this License shall operate as a waiver of
any of its rights.

17. Licensee will pay when due all taxes and assessments levied against the Licensed Premises or the
improvements thereon.
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18. LICENSEE 's   Insurance and Indemnification.

A. LICENSEE agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY and the State of
Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts, its elected officials, officers, agents, volunteers and
employees from any liability, claims, causes of action, judgments, damages, losses, costs or
expenses, including reasonable attorney fees resulting directly or indirectly from any act or
omission of LICENSEE, anyone directly or indirectly employed by them including any and all
subcontractors and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may be liable herein and
against all loss by reason of failure of said LICENSEE to perform fully, in any respect, all
obligations under this License.

B. LICENSEE agrees at all times during the term of this License to have and keep in force insurance,
either under a self-insurance program or separate insurance policy, as follows:

a. General Liability shall list ITASCA COUNTY and State of Minnesota in trust for the
taxing districts, as additional insured with the following insurance limits:

Limits 

General Aggregate   $3,000,000 
Products-Completed 
Operations Aggregate $3,000,000 
Personal and Advertising Injury $1,500,000 
Each Occurrence: 

Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage $1,500,000 

Limits 
b. Automobile Liability - Combined single limit each

occurrence for bodily injury and property damage covering
owned, non-owned and hired automobiles $1,500,000 

c. Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability: Statutory 
Limits 

If LICENSEE is based outside the State of
Minnesota, coverage must apply to Minnesota
Laws.

Limits 
d. Employer's Liability

Bodily injury by:
Accident - Each Accident $500,000 
Disease - Policy Limit $500,000 
Disease - Each Employee $500,000 

An umbrella or excess policy over self-insured retentions is an acceptable method to provide 
the required aggregate insurance amounts. 

The above establishes minimum insurance requirements.  It is the sole responsibility of 
LICENSEE to determine the need for and to procure additional coverage that may be needed in 
connection with this License. 
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LICENSEE shall not commence work on Licensed Premises, or otherwise occupy Licensed 
Premises, until it has  obtained required insurance and filed an acceptable Certificate of Insurance 
with ITASCA COUNTY to the attention of Itasca County Land Department, c/o Land 
Commissioner, 1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN 55744.  The Certificate shall: 

1. List ITASCA COUNTY and State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts as Certificate
holder and as additional insured with respect to operations covered under the contract for all
liability coverages except Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability and Professional
Liability, if applicable; and,

2. Be amended to show that ITASCA COUNTY will receive thirty (30) days written notice
in the event of cancellation, non-renewal or material change in any described policies.

C. LICENSEE also agrees that any contract let by LICENSEE for the performance of the work on
Licensed Premises as provided herein shall include clauses that will: (1) require LICENSEE to
defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY and the State of Minnesota in trust for
the taxing districts, its elected officials, officers, agents and employees for any liability, claims,
causes of action, losses, demands, damages, judgments, costs, interest, expenses (including,
without limitation, reasonable attorney fees, witness fees and disbursements incurred in the
defendant thereof) arising out of or by reason of the acts and/or omissions of said LICENSEE, its
subcontractors, anyone directly or indirectly employed by them, and/or anyone for whose acts
and/or omissions they may be liable for ; (2) require LICENSEE to provide and maintain insurance
in accordance with the following:

a. Workers' Compensation: (Statutory Limits) 

Employer's Liability Insurance:
Limits 

1. Bodily Injury by Accident, each accident $500,000 
2. Bodily Injury by Disease, policy limit $500,000 
3. Bodily Injury by Disease, each employee $500,000 

Note: all states endorsement is required if LICENSEE is domiciled outside the State of Minnesota. 

b. Commercial General and Automobile Liability Insurance:
Limits 

1. Commercial General Liability:
Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage

Each Occurrence Limit $1,500,000 
General Aggregate Limit $3,000,000 
Products - Completed Operations 

Aggregate Limit $3,000,000 
Personal and Advertising Injury Limit $1,500,000 
Coverages above shall also include: 

Premises - Operations 
Contractual Liability (including oral and written contracts) 
Explosion, Collapse, Underground Property Damage (XCU) 
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2. Automobile Liability including Hired Car and Employers Non-
Ownership Liability:
Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage:

Each Occurrence Limit $1,500,000 

The above subparagraphs establish minimum insurance requirements and it is the sole responsibility of 
LICENSEE’S Subcontractor(s) to purchase additional insurance that may be necessary for the Licensed 
activities.  

D. LICENSEE further agrees the minimum requirements set forth above shall at all times be
in an amount at least equal to the maximum liability of  ITASCA COUNTY under Minn. Stat.
466.04 now or as said statute is hereafter amended or as otherwise required by law, statute or rule.

E. In addition to any other rights contained herein ITASCA COUNTY reserves the right to terminate,
suspend or rescind this License if  LICENSEE is not in compliance with the requirements contained herein
and retains all its rights thereafter to pursue any legal remedies against LICENSEE. All insurance policies
shall be open to inspection by ITASCA COUNTY upon written request.

19. Liability. This License shall not be construed as imposing any liability on Itasca County for injury or
damage to the person or property of Licensee, or to any other persons or property, arising out of any
use of the Licensed Premises, or under any other easement, right-of-way, license, lease or other
encumbrance now in effect, unless such injury or damage results from the gross negligence or
intentional acts of Itasca County, or from a breach of this License by Itasca County.  Licensee shall
indemnify and hold harmless Itasca County from all claims arising out of the use of the Licensed
Premises (excepting claims resulting from the gross negligence or intentional acts of Itasca County,
from a breach of this License by Itasca County or arising out of use of the Licensed Premises by a
third-party who subsequent to the date hereof has been authorized by Itasca County to use the Licensed
Premises, or that third-party’s agents, employees, heirs or assigns).  The exception to Licensee’s
liability set forth in this paragraph shall be subject to the liability limitations and all defenses and
provisions of Minn. Stat. 466 which are specifically retained by Itasca County.

20. Licensee shall acquire necessary rights to surface not owned or managed by Itasca County.  It is
understood and agreed that in case any interest in the land covered by this License is owned by any
entity other than Itasca County or the State of Minnesota in trust of the taxing districts, this License
shall not be construed as authorizing any invasion of or trespass upon such other interest, that in case
it shall be necessary to make use of any such other interest in connection with any operations
hereunder, Licensee shall obtain all necessary legal rights therefore before proceeding therewith, that
Licensee shall be liable for all damages to any such other interest caused by any operations hereunder,
and that Itasca County shall not incur or be subject to any liability therefore.

21. Crossing of recreational trails, including but not limited to the following snowmobile trails, to-wit:
NONE; ATV/OHM and bicycle trails, to-wit: NONE; and associated spurs as currently exist and
including any and all future amendments or additions to their routes:
a. The location of any crossing of a recreational trail must be approved in advance by Itasca County.

Itasca County may provide written instructions as to any specific construction standards to be
followed for the crossing of a recreational trail.

b. Utility construction and maintenance activities shall be conducted in a manner so as to minimize
disturbance of safe recreational trail use and to separate the public from work areas.  Licensee must
provide signs to warn recreational trail users of any construction hazards.
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c. Licensee is responsible for repairing any damage created by Licensee’s activities, to a recreational
trail in a manner satisfactory to Itasca County.

d. Prior approval must be obtained from Itasca County Land Commissioner, or their designee, for the
cutting or trimming of trees within the recreational trail right-of-way located outside of the
Licensed Premises.

e. Licensee shall notify Itasca County in advance of its intent to perform any utility construction or
maintenance operations that cross or fall within a recreational trail right-of-way.  Itasca County
shall assist Licensee in implementing safe, cooperative usage of the recreational trail right-of-way,
including planning and implementation of trail re-routes, if necessary. Licensee may not re-route
or close the recreational trail right-of-way without the prior written approval of  Itasca County.

22. Additional construction and maintenance specifications:
a.  Utility construction, maintenance and associated activities must be confined to the Licensed

Premises. Itasca County agrees to grant temporary permits as are reasonably necessary for the
purposes of construction and maintenance.  No damage or improvements to access roads and other
areas may be done outside of the Licensed Premises without permission from the Itasca County
Land Commissioner.  The Itasca County Land Commissioner must be notified before motor
vehicles are used off traveled roadways or on vehicle-restricted Itasca County trails, or before
heavy equipment is moved across the Licensed Premises or other county managed lands not
described herein.  Prior approval and notification are not required during emergencies. However,
the Itasca County Land Commissioner must be notified within five (5) days of such use, damage
or improvement to allow timely assessment of the damage, if any, and to ensure proper reparations
and repairs.

b. Organic soil material and mineral soil must be left in place on the Licensed Premises unless
approved by the Land Commissioner, for which said approval shall not be unreasonably withheld
if soil removal is required for the installation of Licensee’s utility as part of permitting or other
construction requirements.

c. On utilities whose presence is not readily visible on or above the ground surface, such as on
underground utilities with narrow, unmaintained right-of-ways (i.e. underground
telecommunication or electric power lines), the utility location must be signed at all angle points
and at other locations as needed so that the distance between signs does not exceed 5 chains or 330
feet.

d. Upon completion of utility construction or maintenance, Licensee shall restore the Licensed
Premises and right-of-way to an environmentally sound condition.  This may include, but is not
limited to, eliminating any erosion problems and re-establishing stable vegetative cover as
acceptable to the Itasca County Land Commissioner.

e. Construction and maintenance of the utility license and system will be performed by Licensee
without any cost to Itasca County or the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts.

f. Licensee must mark all survey markers within the Licensed Premises area prior to utility
construction and maintenance.  Licensee shall restore at Licensee’s expense all survey markers
damaged from any activities associated with this License by Licensee or Licensee’s contractors.

g. Licensee shall contact Itasca County 10 days prior to installation and within 10 days following
completion of any licensed utility construction or maintenance work.

h. Licensee shall be responsible for Licensee’s employees, agents and contractors receiving and
thoroughly understanding all conditions of this License.
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23. The contact information for Itasca County and Licensee is as follows:

Itasca County Contacts: Licensee: 
Itasca County Land Department 
c/o Land Commissioner Kory Cease 
1177 LaPrairie Avenue 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744 

Austin Rohling 
Itasca County Auditor 
County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Arvig Enterprises Inc. 
150 Second Ave. SW 
Perham, MN 56573 

I/We as Licensee(s) hereby acknowledge that I/We have read the contents of the above document entitled Itasca County 
Utility License and understand its terms and agree to be bound by the conditions set forth therein. 

ARVIG ENTERPRISES, INC. 

Dated:  ________________        By:_________________________________ 

Name:________________________ 

Title: __________________________ 

              STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

  ) ss 
COUNTY OF _________  ) 

This instrument was acknowledged to before me this ________day of ______________, 2024 by___________________, 
as the_______________________ of Arvig Enterprises, Inc. , Licensee.  

___________________________________ 
(Notary Seal)          Notary Public 

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA IN TRUST 
FOR THE TAXING DISTRICTS 

Dated:  ________________     
By:________________________________ 
Austin Rohling, County Auditor 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
  ) ss 

COUNTY OF ITASCA     ) 

This instrument was acknowledged before me this ______ day of _______________, 2024, by Austin Rohling, as County 
Auditor on behalf of Itasca County, a public body corporate of the State of Minnesota. 

___________________________ 
(Notary Seal)          Notary Public 
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ITASCA COUNTY LAND COMMISSIONER 
Dated:  ________________     

____________________________________ 
Kory Cease  

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
     ) ss 

COUNTY OF ITASCA      ) 

This instrument was acknowledged to before me this ___________ day of _____________, 2024, by Kory Cease, as Itasca 
County Land Commissioner on behalf of Itasca County, a public body corporate of the State of Minnesota. 

 ___________________________________ 
(Notary Seal)          Notary Public 

Drafted by: Cindy Shevich, Real Estate Specialist 
Itasca County Land Department 
 1177 LaPrairie Ave 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-88 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Citizen Input  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive Citizen Input 
  
BACKGROUND: 
The Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages citizen input. Each citizen will be allowed to 
address the County Board one time for up to three (3) minutes in length. Comments should be 
directed to the Board as a body. When addressing the Board, please state your name and address 
for the record. The Board will take all information under advisement. As part of County Board 
protocol, it is unacceptable for any speaker to slander or engage in character assassination at a 
County Board meeting. In addition, no political grandstanding, candidate endorsement, or other 
attempts to influence the outcome of an election shall be permitted. Any violation of the above 
statement shall result in the loss of your remaining time. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-257 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Tom Neustrom 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request - Mn-Fish  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Consider the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $15,000, from Mn-Fish for an 
Education/Advocacy project. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. ARP Request - Mn-Fish 
  
Motion To: Approve the American Rescue Plan (ARP) request, in the amount of $15,000, from Mn-
Fish for an Education/Advocacy project. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Brett Skyles; Gail Guck; Amanda Schultz; Cory Smith; John Johnson; Burl Ives
Subject: Online Form Submittal: American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request Form
Date: Friday, June 7, 2024 9:20:52 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Itasca County email system. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

American Rescue Plan (ARP) Request Form

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (ARP) REQUEST FORM

Entity Name: Mn-Fish

Name of Contact: Tom Neustrom

Address: 21622 Airport Rd

City: Grand Rapids

State: Mn

Zip Code: 55722

Phone Number: 218-259-2628

E-mail Address: Markwholsten@gmail.com

Commissioner District: District 1 - Cory Smith, District 3 - John Johnson, District 4 - Burl
Ives

Project Name: Education/Advocacy

Amount Requested: 15,000

Project Budget &
Summary of Project:

Community Investment to support and enrich the sport of fishing
and outdoors in Minnesota

Additional Information: Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

mailto:noreply@civicplus.com
mailto:Brett.Skyles@CO.ITASCA.mn.us
mailto:Gail.Guck@co.itasca.mn.us
mailto:Amanda.Schultz@CO.ITASCA.mn.us
mailto:Cory.Smith@co.itasca.mn.us
mailto:John.Johnson@co.itasca.mn.us
mailto:Burl.Ives@co.itasca.mn.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.itasca.mn.us%2FAdmin%2FFormCenter%2FSubmissions%2FEdit%3Fid%3D6791%26categoryID%3D0%26formID%3D142%26displayType%3D0%26dateRange%3D0%26sortFieldID%3D0%26sortAscending%3Dfalse%26submissionDataDisplayType%3D0%26backURL%3D%252fAdmin%252fFormCenter%252fSubmissions%252fIndex%252f142%253fcategoryID%253d33&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.schultz%40co.itasca.mn.us%7C6a8c966c331341f726d308dc86fd061d%7C07607f1351fd4e3190f4dbd0599d88b5%7C0%7C0%7C638533668518077217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dbIQZtoizZ2VOJpUGmcCUNu09Ixck33qZ7iM59EmGyQ%3D&reserved=0
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-278 

  
DEPARTMENT: Auditor / Treasurer TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Austin Rohling 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Public Hearing Re: Off Sale Liquor License for Blackberry Junction LLC  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold a Public Hearing Re: Off Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Blackberry Junction LLC located at 
25306 Dove Lane, Grand Rapids, MN and make a determination of the issuance of an Off Sale 
License for this establishment. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Affidavit 
2. Township Approval 
  
Motion To: Approve the issuance of an Off Sale Liquor License for Blackberry Junction LLC located 
at 25306 Dove Lane, Grand Rapids, MN. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-279 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Eric Villeneuve, Casey Venema 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
County Subordinate Service District Discussion  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold Discussion about a County Subordinate Service District for the Nashwauk Ambulance Service 
  
BACKGROUND: 
The City of Nashwauk has been meeting with the municipalities in the Nashwauk PSA about the 
possibility of a special taxing district.  Out of those meetings came the discussion of a County 
Subordinate Service District as a possible option.  This initial discussion is to talk about what a 
Subordinate Service District is, how it operates and to gauge the interest of the full County Board for 
further research.  No specific action is being requested at this initial meeting.       
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. House Research Subordinate Service District 
2. M.S. 375B County Subordinate Districts 
  
Motion To: Continue the discussion regarding County Subordinate Service Districts between the 
County, City of Nashwauk, and other government agencies to include a road map to chart out next 
steps. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-280 

  
DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services TIME REQUESTED: 20 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Katie Benes 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Public Hearing Re: Rezone Application Submitted by Jeff Peterson  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Hold a Public Hearing Re: Rezone Application Submitted by Jeff Peterson to rezone properties from 
Rural Residential to Recreational Commercial for properties located at 19-017-1307, 19-017-1308 
and 19-017-4203. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
Jeff Peterson has requested that the parcels listed above be rezoned so he can proceed with a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to re-establish a resort on the properties. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Peterson Rezone Information 
2. Peterson Rezone Comments 
3. Peterson Rezone County Board Criteria 
4. Harris Township - Facts of Finding Updated 
5. Citizen Handouts - Angel Flynn and Libbey 
  
Motion To: Continue deliberations relative to the Rezone Application submitted by Jeff Peterson to 
the County Board's June 25, 2024 Regular Agenda. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.6.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-272 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Megan Christianson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Itasca County Tourism Economic Impact Report  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive an Itasca County Tourism Economic Impact Report. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. VGR Tourism Economic Impact June 2024 
2. Tourism Economic Impact handouts 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 



Tourism is 
BIG Business in 
Itasca County 



Visit Grand Rapids, Inc.
 Destination Marketing Organization that markets and promotes the greater 

Grand Rapids, MN area to generate a positive economic impact through 
travel and tourism. Founded in May 1983

 Designated by the City of Grand Rapids to be the DMO for the greater Grand 
Rapids, MN area. Adopted the State Lodging Tax Statue 169.

 Funded through 3% lodging tax collected by 35 greater Grand Rapids, MN 
area short term lodging properties that are located within Itasca County 
(Hotels/Motels, Resorts, B&B’s, Air BnB’s & Vacation Rentals).

 City of Grand Rapids is our Tax Administrator. In 2025 the Mn Dept of 
Revenue will become the Tax Administator.

 A 501 (c) 6 non-profit organization that is overseen by a current 8-member 
Board of Directors. One seat to fill currently.

 Visit Grand Rapids has a contracted Executive Director: Megan Christianson 
(since 2012)



Visit Grand Rapids, Inc.
 2024 Board of Directors

 Dan Tembreull (President) Nevaeh Properties

 Lewis Kellin (Past President) Hotel Rapids & Lake & Co Loft

 Grant Prokop (Vice President) Thousand Lakes Sporting Goods

 Sara Thompson, (Secretary/Treasurer)  Itasca Land Department

 Kris Ives (Past President) Grand Hospitality

 Rhonda Lambrecht, Rising Eagle Resort

 Tim Ocborough, Sugar Lake Lodge

 Jeff Johns, MN Historical Society

Meet quarterly & 3rd quarter meeting is the Annual Strategic Planning.



Tourism & Hospitality Stats



Tourism & Hospitality Stats

Economic Impact of Tourism
in Itasca County

Year Gross Sales Jobs
2018 $76,695.437 1,524
2019 $79,946.569 1,501
2020 $69,954.973 1,259
2021 $94,196,313    1,437
2022 $98,848,192    1,517



Marketing Budget 

2023 Marketing Budet: $275k

 75% is Digital Marketing 
 Google, PPC, Adwords, Streaming Video, Programmatic 

Digital, Responsive Digital, E-Blasts, Streaming 
Radio,GeoFence, Retargeting
 10% is Traditional Marketing
 Primarily print through Explore MN Tourism Coops  - $aves 40-

60% rack rate
 15% is Coops/Partnerships, Travel Influencers, 

Photo & Video Assets, Design



Lodging Tax

 2018: $323,138.67
 2019: $338,906.30
 2020: $348,632.48
 2021: $359,231.09
 2022: $385,185.58
 2023: $420,166.59

• Lodging Tax collected by 35 
lodging properties.

• There are approximately 200+ 
short-term lodging properties 
in Itasca County.

• Edge of the Wilderness 
Lodging Association collects 
lodging tax from 12 Resorts to 
market the Marcell, Bigfork 
and Effie area.

• Visit Grand Rapids competes 
against Tourism Bureaus with 
$500k budgets (Bemidji, Iron 
Range Tourism Bureau, 
Brainerd & Lake of the Woods) 
and those with $1M+ budgets 
(Cook County, Lake County, 
Duluth, Metro)



Marketing Strategy 

• Focus on shoulder seasons for traditional and 3rd

party digital marketing budget.
• Spring (April-May).
• Late Fall/Early Winter (Mid-October-December).
• Find Collaborative/Partner Marketing Whenever 

Possible.
• Seek out New Marketing Technology to refine our 

target audience for best return on investment.



Spring & Summer 2023 
Marketing Campaigns

SPRING
 The Outdoor Mecca of the North

LAKES  TRAILS  FRESH AIR
 Relax, Reconnect & Recharge

SUMMER
 Every Summer Has a Memory
 Make Memories in Grand Rapids
 Share Your Vacation Memory Sweepstakes
 The Outdoor Mecca of the North
 Summer Road Trip
 Live Music Festivals & Events
 Multi-Generational Family Summer 

Vacation



Fall & Winter 2023
Marketing Campaigns

FALL
 Embrace in Fall Art, Culture, History & Fall Leaves

on the Great River Road
 Fall Events, Live Performances & Music
 The Outdoor Mecca of the North
 Hiking, Biking, Fishing, Hunting
 Relax, Reconnect & Recharge

WINTER
 Winter Wonderland
 The Winter Outdoor Mecca of the North
 Snowmobile, Cross Country Ski Trails
 Ice Fishing
 Snowshoe in Chippewa National Forest
 Fat Tire Bike at Tioga Recreation
 Live Performances, Live Music & Events



2024
Marketing Campaigns & Strategy
• Continue With Theme:
• The Outdoor Mecca of the North 
• Expand Collaborations/Partnerships
• Thousand Grand Lakes of Minnesota, Ride the 

Range, Mesabi Trail, NE Minnesota Tourism, 
Avenue of the Pines Scenic Byway, Edge of the 
Wildernss Scenic Byway, Historic Mine Tour

• Expand on Travel Influencers and Paid 
Media Partnerships

• Gentleman Forager & Buffalo & Co
• Continue To Focus On Shoulder 

Seasons
• Use Peak Summer Season as More 

Social Campaign



Questions?

Contact Information:
Megan Christianson
Executive Director
Visit Grand Rapids
Email: megan@visitgrandrapids.om
Phone: 218-259-0572

www.visitgrandrapids.com

Follow Us

mailto:megan@visitgrandrapids.om
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.7.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-282 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Brett Skyles 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Declaration of Vacancy  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Declare a vacancy in the elected County Attorney position. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 



Page | 1 
 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, June 18, 2024  

VI.8.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2024-283 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Casey Venema 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Appointment to Fill Elected County Attorney Vacancy  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Appoint Jacob Fauchald to fill the elected Itasca County Attorney vacancy pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
Sec. 375.08 upon giving the bond and taking the oath as required by law with such appointment to be 
effective June 25, 2024 at a salary of one hundred forty thousand dollars ($140,000). 
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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