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FINAL 
 

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Ives called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the agenda, as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, August 1, 2023 County Board Work Session. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Consent Agenda, as delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

1. Authorize IMCare Director and County Board chair to sign the contract between IMCare and 
Pokegama Dental PLLC, effective 9/1/23. 

 

2. Authorize IMCare Director and County Board chair to sign the contract between IMCare and 
Iron Range Mental Health.  

 

3. Approve earthen materials lease located in S1/2_SW1/4, Section 7, and NENW, Section 18, all 
in Township 59 North, Range 24 West (Unorganized Township) to Ulland Bothers, Inc. and 
authorize necessary signatures.  
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4. Authorize the Itasca County Board Chair and County Administrator to sign the 2022 Emergency 
Management Performance Grant (EMPG) in the amount of $36,948.00 which is an agreement 
between the Commission of Public Safety, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (HSEM) and Itasca County. 

 

5. Authorize the Itasca County Board Chair and County Administrator to sign the 2022 Emergency 
Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant in the amount of $59,712.00 
which is an agreement between the Commission of Public Safety, Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management (HSEM) and Itasca County. 

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Citizen Input 
  No citizen input provided. 

 

2. Recognition of County Employees 
  The following employees were recognized: 

 
Welcome to new employee Matthew Sheppard, Highway Maintenance Worker with Road & 
Bridge Division of the Transportation Department, effective July 31, 2023. 
 
Welcome to new employee Samantha Schultz, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Sheriff 
Department, effective July 31, 2023. 
 
Welcome to new employee Reid Holum, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Sheriff Department, 
effective August 1, 2023. 
 
Welcome to new employee James Remmers, Highway Maintenance Worker with Road & 
Bridge Division of the Transportation Department, effective August 7, 2023. 
 
Welcome to new employee Lucas Magnusson, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Itasca County 
Sheriff Department, effective August 7, 2023. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 
 

3. Commissioner Warrants 
  Motion To:  Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of August 11, 2023, in the 

amount of $2,262,364.34. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

4. Bridge Bonding Agreement for SAP 031-598-032 – CR 336 Bridge Replacement 
  Motion To:  Adopt the Resolution Re: Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Bridge 

Replacement Program Grant Terms and Conditions for SAP 031-598-032, which authorizes 
entering into Mn/DOT Agreement No. 1054399 for Bridge Funding. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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RESOLUTION 2023-33 
  

RE: AGREEMENT TO STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND LOCAL BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
PROGRAM GRANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR SAP 031-598-032 

WHEREAS, Itasca County has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the 
Minnesota State Transportation Fund for construction of Bridge No. 31585; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this project is 
available; and 
  
WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $2,027,675.11 by reason of the 
lowest responsible bid. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Itasca County does hereby agree to the terms and 
conditions of the grant consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 174.50, and will pay any additional 
amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the Minnesota State Transportation 
Fund any amount appropriated for the project but not required.  The proper county officers are 
authorized to execute a grant agreement and any amendments thereto with the Commissioner of 
Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema  

  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 8th day of August A.D. 2023 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 8th day of August A.D. 2023. 
  

 
  Administrator 
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DRAFT 

 
WORK SESSION MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Vice Chair Snyder called the meeting to order at 02:30 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Absent 
Present 

2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
 
2:30 PM 

 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 

 

 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, July 25, 2023 County Board Regular Session. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 

 
 

V. RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. IMCare Provider Participation Agreement with Pokegama Dental PLLC 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT    NEXT:  08/08/2023 2:30 PM 

 
 

2. IMCare Provider Participation Agreement with Iron Range Mental Health 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023 2:30 PM 

 
 

3. 2022 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023 2:30 PM 
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4. 2022 Emergency Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023 2:30 PM 

 

 

VI. DISCUSSION / INFORMATIONAL 
 

1. Citizen Input 
  No Citizen Input given. 

 

2. ICHHS Warrants 
  Motion To:  Approve the Itasca County Health and Human Services (ICHHS) Warrants in the 

amount of $1,263,369.51. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 

 
 

3. Special Election Contract with ISD 318 
  Motion To:  Approve the contract between Itasca County and ISD 318 for Election Services and 

authorize the necessary signatures. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 

 
 

4. Northeast Minnesota Regional Solid Waste Management Plan 
  Motion To:  Adopt the Resolution Re: Approval and Adoption of the Northeast Minnesota 

Regional Solid Waste Management Plan, which approves and adopts said plan. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 

 
 

5. Earthen Materials Lease on Tax Forfeited Trust Property  
  Assistant Land Commissioner Michael Gibbons provided information regarding the request to 

enter into an earthen materials lease located in S1/2_SW1/4, Section 7, and NENW, Section 18, 
all in Township 59 North, Range 24 West (Unorganized Township) to Ulland Bothers, Inc. 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT    NEXT:  08/08/2023 2:30 PM 

 

 

6. Bid Award for Contract – 59832, CR 336 Bridge Replacement   
  Motion To:  Award Contract 59832 - CR 336 Bridge Replacement to S & R Reinforcing, Inc. 

and authorize the required signatures on the contract documents. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (4 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Casey Venema 
Burl Ives 
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7. Equipment Replacement Schedule Review 
  Highway Maintenance Director Kory Johnson and Purchasing/Equipment Maintenance 

Supervisor Charlie Castle provided information on the equipment replacement schedule 
developed by the Transportation Department. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Commissioner Smith reported on County Road and Snomobile Trail issues in Commissioner 

District 1. 
 
Commissioner Johnson reported on the Northeast Emergency Committee Meeting last week.   
 
Commissioner Terry Snyder reported on the Lights and Pines Safety Meeting, Fairground Task 
Force, Grand Village, Watershed Grand Rapids Meeting, and the first Budget Meetings.  

 

VIII. ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 

IX. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
  Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner Snyder and County Attorney Matti Adam commented on 

the National Night Out. 
 
Commissioner Johnson commented on the Car Show and Swap Meet. 
 
County Attorney commented on the legalization of cannabis.   

 

X. CLOSED SESSIONS 
 

XI. ADJOURN 
  Vice Chair Snyder adjourned the meeting at 3:06 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Burl Ives 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

V.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3210 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sarah Anderson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
IMCare Provider Participation Agreement with Pokegama Dental PLLC  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize IMCare Director and County Board chair to sign the contract between IMCare and 
Pokegama Dental PLLC, effective 9/1/23. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
This is due to a change in ownership. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Previously reviewed and approved. 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Provider Participation Agreement 2020 - 10.01.17 
2. Provider Participation Agreement - Pokegama Dental Signed 
  
08/01/2023 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023   2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

V.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3211 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sarah Anderson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
IMCare Provider Participation Agreement with Iron Range Mental Health  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize IMCare Director and County Board chair to sign the contract between IMCare and Iron 
Range Mental Health.  
  
BACKGROUND:  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Previously reviewed and approved. 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Provider Participation Agreement 2020 - 10.01.17 
2. Provider Participation Agreement Iron Range Mental Health - signed 
  
08/01/2023 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023   2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

V.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3200 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Michael Gibbons 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Earthen Materials Lease on Tax Forfeited Trust Property  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve earthen materials lease located in S1/2_SW1/4, Section 7, and NENW, Section 18, all in 
Township 59 North, Range 24 West (Unorganized Township) to Ulland Bothers, Inc. and authorize 
necessary signatures.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
Ulland Brothers, Inc. was recently awarded the bituminous paving project with Itasca County 
Transportation Department for County State Aid Highway #7 on July 25, 2023  (RBA 2023-
3189).  Ulland Brothers, Inc. has requested to use Scenic-Buck Lake Pit located on tax-forfeited trust 
property for this project.   
 
We are requesting action today if acceptable to the County Board, as this would allow adequate time 
for staging of equipment and materials for the county road project.   
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes and/or Pending 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Scenic_Buck_EML_2023 
  
08/01/2023 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023   2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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 ITASCA COUNTY 
 

LEASE FOR REMOVAL OF EARTHEN MATERIALS FROM TAX FORFEIT LANDS 
 
This Agreement made this 8th day of August 2023, by and between the Itasca County Land 
Department, County of Itasca a body corporate and politic, hereinafter referred to as Lessor, and Ulland 
Brothers, Inc., PO Box 340, Cloquet, MN hereinafter referred to as Lessee, and  
 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to MN Stat. 282.04, Subd. 1, and approval by the Board of County 
Commissioners, approve an earthen materials lease identified and appraised by the Land Department.    
Said materials located on:  
 

S1/2 SW1/4, Section 7; NENW, Section 18; All in Township 59 North, Range 24 West 
of the 4th PM, as determined by Itasca County Land Department 

 
WHEREAS, the Lessee was the successful bidder for the CSAH 7 paving project with Itasca County 
Transportation Department, and have requested use of the above described gravel pit.  Gravel rates for 
pit run material $1.50 per cubic yard, loose volume (LV); An additional $0.10/cubic yard reclamation 
fee to be added. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the terms, covenants and obligations hereinafter contained, 
the parties do agree as follows: 
 
1) Lessee agrees that payment for all earthen materials removed from said pit shall be at the rate 

of $1.50 per cubic yard loose volume (LV) measure, plus $0.10/cubic yard reclamation fee.  
The Lessee shall make an initial non-refundable payment as follows: 

a. Minimum taking of 18,000 cubic yards (LV) X $1.50/cubic yard -        $27,000.00 
b. Sales tax on earthen materials $27,000.00 X $0.06875 MN tax -             $1,856.25 
c. Sales tax on earthen materials $27,000.00 X $0.01 County tax -      $270.00 
d. Reclamation fee on 18,000 cubic yards X $0.10/cubic yard -               $1,800.00 
e. Administration fee –                       $150.00 
f. TOTAL DUE -                    $31,076.25 

  
2) Timber damages will be determined and charged for at prevailing prices based on what damages 

occur.   Lessee must pay for stumpage on any timber that must be removed. 
 
3) Any excess common borrow material from this project i.e., muck, road spoils brough into the 

pit for permanent disposal must be pre-approved by Land Commissioner.  This would include 
type of materials and storage locations. Disposal fee is $0.40/cubic yard upon approval. 
 
 

4) Billing and payment for the materials taken under this permit shall be based upon weight, cross-
section measurement, or truck load measurements taken after the execution of this contract.  
The Lessor and Lessee agree that a combination of methods may be used to determine pit 
volume removed as described herein.  Methods and manner of determining pit volume removed 
must be deemed acceptable by Land Commissioner.  In the event of any dispute, the decision 
of the Land Commissioner as to the amounts of material removed shall be final.    

 
4) The sale of earthen material described herein, does not imply that the material meets the 

standards for quality or quantity that may be required for any specific projects on which it may 
be used.  Lessee shall determine the suitability of said materials prior to its purchase.   
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5) That Lessee agrees that future final payment to the Lessor for materials taken shall be made 

after all earthen materials have been extracted and billed based on methods determined in item 
#3 above as approved by the Land Commissioner. Itasca County Transportation Department 
may also aid as to verify final volumes used for their projects.  Payments by the Lessee shall be 
made within thirty (30) days of billings and checks made payable to the Itasca County Auditor 
and mailed to the Land Commissioner, 1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 
55744.  After thirty (30) days, any unpaid bills will accrue interest at a rate of 12% APR.  This 
lease for purchase of earthen materials shall expire on December 31, 2023.  There may be 
additional agreements for the storage of materials that extend beyond the 2023 date.  These 
agreements will be negotiated separately. 

 
6) The Lessor retains the right to have the Itasca County Land Department make periodic 

inspections of the pit site to ensure compliance with the terms of this contract.  Further, it is 
understood and agreed that the Lessor may make periodic inquiries and verification concerning 
the Lessee’s project and amount of materials utilized by the Lessee from the pit operations. 

 
7) The Lessee further agrees that in removing materials from said pit, the Lessee shall comply 

with the following conditions: 
 

A. All clearing, excavation, stockpiling or filling attendant to pit operations shall be at least 
100 feet from the right of way of any public road and in compliance with zoning or other 
requirements. 

 
B. Any topsoil remaining in the pit area after clearing and grubbing operations shall be 

stripped and stockpiled in a location approved by the Land Commissioner.  
 

C. Existing vegetation shall remain as a screen between the pit site and surrounding public 
roads.  If additional screening is requested, a sketch and description of the required 
screening shall be composed by the Land Commissioner and provided to the Lessee.  At 
Lessee’s expense, Lessee shall thereafter complete the requested screening in a 
reasonable amount of time and in a reasonable manner. 

 
D. The Lessee shall insure that the pit shall not drain directly into any protected water.  All 

areas of the pit shall be adequately drained to prevent confinement of water; no pit shall 
be excavated to a depth closer than 12 inches above adjoining swamp water levels to 
provide adequate root depth to sustain a commercially productive forest, unless 
approved in writing by the Land Commissioner. 

 
E. All entrances and exits shall be constructed so as not to create a traffic safety hazard, 

and during the hours of operation of the pit, “Trucks Hauling” signs shall be placed 
along all public roadways leading to the pit entrance(s) at a distance of not less than 500 
feet from the entrance(s). Hours of operation shall be in accordance with those set forth 
in the Itasca County Environmental Services’ Extractive Uses Handout (see Itasca 
County Environmental Services website for details). 

 
F. All barriers controlling access to the pit, such as gates, etc., shall have prior approval of 

the Land Commissioner, and shall be clearly visible to prevent safety hazards to 
snowmobilers and other members of the public.  The use of cable, chain, or similar type 
barriers is specifically prohibited by the Lessor. 
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G. All trees, brush, stumps and debris resulting from clearing, stripping and pit operations 
shall be burned or hauled away upon cessation of pit operations.  Burying materials is 
not allowed.  All burning shall be done in accordance with Minnesota Statutes and 
Department of Natural Resources regulations. 

 
H. The Lessee is solely responsible for compliance with all applicable State, Federal and 

Local laws, including OSHA, MPCA, and MSHA Regulations, during the term of this 
agreement and responsible for acquiring any necessary permits. 

 
I. The Lessee must confine operations to the boundaries established by the Land 

Commissioner. 
 

J. Cubic yards of aggregate removed from tax forfeit property, for which a royalty 
payment is assessed, shall be based on a loose volume measurement.  The following 
conversion factors will apply. 

  - One short ton = 0.7143 cubic loose yards 
  - One cubic yard loose volume = 1.4 short tons 
  - One cubic yard bank volume measure = 1.2 cubic yards loose volume 
  - One short ton = 2,000 pounds 
 
K.  Bituminous plant on premises shall be temporary and comply with MPCA requirements.  

Lessee shall obtain all applicable permits.  After bituminous job is completed, plant 
shall be removed promptly along with all evidence of a plant having been present. 

 
8) The Lessee shall always keep the permit area neat and free from refuse during the life of this 

permit.  Prior to expiration of this permit or cessation of the operation, all equipment of the 
Lessee shall be removed from the pit site.  Large rocks must be placed at the edge of the 
disturbed area at a location agreeable with the Lessor. 

 
9) There is are number of existing forest access roads that may be rendered unusable from this 

extractive use.  Any forest roads that are unusable must be replaced in a location agreeable with 
the Lessor at the Lessees sole expense.  Replacement roads must be built to a similar quality to 
the roads rendered unusable. 

 
10) Prior to cessation of the operation, the Lessee shall slope all sides or banks of the pit from any 

common property line to the floor of the pit, to minimize the hazard to the public and to 
minimize erosion.  In no case shall there be a slope steeper than 3:1. The top of all banks shall 
be rounded with a radius of approximately ten (10) feet.  The bottom of the pit shall be shaped 
so as not to pond water during normal weather conditions.  All reclaiming activity must be done 
keeping in mind any zoning or other requirements for temporary borrow areas.  General shaping 
shall be done to give the appearance of a closed pit, except where agreed upon.  

 
11) In reclaiming the excavated area no topsoil may be spread on the disturbed area.  All topsoil set 

aside must be left in piles for future reclamation in locations designated by the Lessor.   
 
12) It is specifically understood that this permit may not in any way be reassigned by the Lessee to 

any other party.  The Lessee may not grant permission to any third parties to enter upon the 
property described in said permit without first obtaining written approval from the Land 
Commissioner. 
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13) The Lessor retains the right to suspend and/or terminate this permit immediately upon breach 
of any of the terms or conditions herein set forth.  This lease is non-exclusive, meaning other 
leases and special product permits may be issued. 

14)  
 A. Lessee agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless Lessor, its elected officials, 

officers, agents, volunteers and employees from any liability, claims, causes of action, 
judgments, damages, losses, costs or expenses, including reasonable attorney fees resulting 
directly or indirectly from any act or omission of Lessee, anyone directly or indirectly employed 
by them and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may be liable in the performance 
of the services required by this contract and against all loss by reason of failure of said Lessee 
to perform fully, in any respect, all obligations under this contract. 

 
B. Lessee agrees at all times during the term of this Agreement to have and keep in force insurance, 

either under a self-insurance program or separate insurance policy, as follows: 
 

 a. Commercial General Liability shall list Itasca County as an additional insured with the 
following insurance limits: 

            
           Limits 
 
 General Aggregate        $3,000,000 
 Products-Completed 
 Operations Aggregate $3,000,000 
 Personal and Advertising Injury $1,500,000 
 Each Occurrence: 
 Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage $1,500,000 
 
           Limits 
 b. Automobile Liability - Combined single limit each 
  occurrence for bodily injury and property damage covering 
  owned, non-owned and hired automobiles    $1,500,000 
   

                     
c. Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability:   Statutory 

Limits 
  If the Lessee is based outside the State of 
  Minnesota, coverage must apply to Minnesota 
  laws 
           Limits 
 d. Employer's Liability 
  Bodily injury by: 
  Accident - Each Accident      $500,000 
  Disease - Policy Limit       $500,000 
  Disease - Each Employee      $500,000 
 
An umbrella or excess policy over primary liability coverages is an acceptable method to provide the 
required aggregate insurance amounts. 
 
The above establishes minimum insurance requirements.  It is the sole responsibility of Lessee to 
determine the need for and to procure additional coverage that may be needed in connection with this 
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Agreement. 
 
Lessee shall not commence work on the Site, or otherwise occupy the Site, until it has obtained required 
insurance and filed an acceptable Certificate of Insurance with Lessor to the attention of Land 
Commissioner, Itasca County Land Department, 1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN 55744.  
The Certificate shall: 
 
 1. List Itasca County as Certificate holder and as an additional insured with respect to 

operations covered under the contract for all liability coverages except Workers' 
Compensation and Employer's Liability and Professional Liability, if applicable; and, 

 
2.          Be amended to show that Itasca County will receive thirty (30) days written notice in 

the event of cancellation, non-renewal or material change in any described policies. 
 

C.         Lessee also agrees that any contract let by Lessee for the performance of the work on 
the Site as  provided herein shall include clauses that will: (1) require the Lessee to defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless Lessor, its elected officials, officers, agents and employees for 
any liability, claims, causes of action, losses, demands, damages, judgments, costs, interest, 
expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable attorney fees, witness fees and 
disbursements incurred in the defendant thereof) arising out of or by reason of the acts and/or 
omissions of said Lessee, its subcontractors, anyone directly or indirectly employed by them, 
and/or anyone for whose acts  and/or omissions they may be liable for ; (2) require the Lessee 
to provide and maintain insurance in accordance with the following: 

 
 a. Workers' Compensation:     (Statutory Limits)  
 
  Employer's Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
  1. Bodily Injury by Accident, each accident   $500,000 
  2. Bodily Injury by Disease, policy limit   $500,000 
  3. Bodily Injury by Disease, each employee   $500,000 
 

Note: all states endorsement is required if Lessee is domiciled outside the State of Minnesota. 
 
 b. Commercial General and Automobile Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
  1. Commercial General Liability: 
   Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage  
    Each Occurrence Limit    $1,500,000 
    General Aggregate Limit    $3,000,000 
    Products - Completed Operations 
     Aggregate Limit    $3,000,000 
   Personal and Advertising Injury Limit   $1,500,000 
 
   Coverage above shall also include: 
    Premises - Operations 
    Contractual Liability (including oral and written contracts) 

Explosion, Collapse, Underground Property Damage (XCU) 
 
  2. Automobile Liability including Hired Car and Employers Non- 
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   Ownership Liability: 
   Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage: 
    Each Occurrence Limit    $1,500,000 
 
The above subparagraphs establish minimum insurance requirements and it is the sole responsibility 
of Lessee’s Subcontractor(s) to purchase additional insurance that may be necessary for the project.  

 
D. Lessee further agrees the minimum requirements set forth above shall at all times be in 

an amount at least equal to the maximum liability of the Lessor under Minn. Stat. 466.04 
now or as said statute is hereafter amended or as otherwise required by law, statute or 
rule.  

 
E. In addition to any other rights contained herein the Lessor reserves the right to terminate, 

suspend or rescind this contract if the Lessee is not in compliance with the requirements 
contained herein and retains all rights its thereafter to pursue any legal remedies against Lessee. 
All insurance policies shall be open to inspection by the Lessor upon written request. 

 
15) That the Lessee shall be financially responsible for and take all actions necessary to open the 

described tract (pit) for the extraction of earthen materials which shall include the construction 
of any access roads.  These actions shall be in conformance with all statutes, rules and 
regulations and further subject to approval of Lessor. 

 
16) Itasca County Land Commissioner is the authorized agent of Itasca County for the purposes of 

management of this lease agreement.  All communications, notices, or demands from the parties 
shall be directed to the Land Commissioner at the Itasca County Courthouse, 1177 LaPrairie 
Avenue, Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744 (218) 327-2855, on behalf of the Lessor and Tim  
Grahek, PO Box 340, Cloquet, MN 55720, on behalf of the Lessee. 

 
LESSEE      LESSOR 
 
Ulland Brothers, Inc.     By: _______________________     _________ 

           Itasca County Auditor            Date 
  
____________________________      __________ By: _______________________     _________ 
Authorized Representative     Date        County Board Chair                      Date 
 
 
 
 

Approved as to form and execution. 
 

____________________________  __________               
Itasca County Attorney             Date 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

V.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3213 

  
DEPARTMENT: Sheriff TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: John Linder 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
2022 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG)  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize the Itasca County Board Chair and County Administrator to sign the 2022 Emergency 
Management Performance Grant (EMPG) in the amount of $36,948.00 which is an agreement 
between the Commission of Public Safety, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (HSEM) and Itasca County. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The 2022 Emergency Performance Grant (EMPG) has been applied for on annual basis since 2004 
to supplement the cost associated with employing the position of Emergency Manager. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 2022 EMPG 
  
08/01/2023 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023   2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

V.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3214 

  
DEPARTMENT: Sheriff TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: John Linder 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
2022 Emergency Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize the Itasca County Board Chair and County Administrator to sign the 2022 Emergency 
Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant in the amount of $59,712.00 which is an 
agreement between the Commission of Public Safety, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (HSEM) and Itasca County. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The 2022 Emergency Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant is a redistribution of unused 
funds from the previous year.  Itasca County applied for and has been awarded $59,712.00 for the purpose of 
purchasing emergency response equipment. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 2022 Emergency Management Performance American Rescue Plan Act Grant 
  
08/01/2023 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  08/08/2023   2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

VI.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-2795 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Citizen Input  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive Citizen Input 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages citizen input. Each citizen will be allowed to 
address the County Board one time for up to three (3) minutes in length. Comments should be 
directed to the Board as a body. When addressing the Board, please state your name and address 
for the record. The Board will take all information under advisement. As part of County Board 
protocol, it is unacceptable for any speaker to slander or engage in character assassination at a 
County Board meeting. In addition, no political grandstanding, candidate endorsement, or other 
attempts to influence the outcome of an election shall be permitted. Any violation of the above 
statement shall result in the loss of your remaining time. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

VI.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3221 

  
DEPARTMENT: Human Resources TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Brett Skyles 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Recognition of County Employees  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
To recognize those employees who have either experienced a job change, given notice of leaving 
employment, received commendation, or to welcome any new employees. 
  
BACKGROUND:  

• Welcome to new employee Matthew Sheppard, Highway Maintenance Worker with Road & Bridge 
Division of the Transportation Department, effective July 31, 2023. 

• Welcome to new employee Samantha Schultz, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Sheriff Department, 
effective July 31, 2023. 

• Welcome to new employee Reid Holum, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Sheriff Department, 
effective August 1, 2023. 

• Welcome to new employee James Remmers, Highway Maintenance Worker with Road & Bridge 
Division of the Transportation Department, effective August 7, 2023. 

• Welcome to new employee Lucas Magnusson, Deputy Sheriff/Road Deputy with Itasca County Sheriff 
Department, effective August 7, 2023. 

  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

VI.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-2826 

  
DEPARTMENT: Auditor / Treasurer TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Gail Guck 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Commissioner Warrants  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of August 11, 2023, in the amount of 
$2,262,364.34. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 



Page | 1 
 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

VI.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3222 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Rachel Metelak 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Bridge Bonding Agreement for SAP 031-598-032 - CR 336 Bridge Replacement  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt the Resolution Re: Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Bridge Replacement 
Program Grant Terms and Conditions for SAP 031-598-032, which authorizes entering into Mn/DOT 
Agreement No. 1054399 for Bridge Funding. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The replacement of the bridge on CR 336 over the Prairie River will occur from late summer, 2023 
through summer, 2024.  Construction will be funded by bridge bonding and county preservation.     
 
The State of Minnesota Bridge Bond Funds are in the amount of $2,027,675.00 for Bridge No. 31585, 
SP 31-598-032. Passing the attached resolution and executing Agreement Number 1054399 is 
required before the state releases funds to the County. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: NA 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 031-598-032 Grant Agreement - For Board Signature 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, August 8, 2023 
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RESOLUTION 2023-33 
  

RE: AGREEMENT TO STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND LOCAL BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
PROGRAM GRANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR SAP 031-598-032 

WHEREAS, Itasca County has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the 
Minnesota State Transportation Fund for construction of Bridge No. 31585; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this project is 
available; and 
  
WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $2,027,675.11 by reason of the 
lowest responsible bid. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Itasca County does hereby agree to the terms and 
conditions of the grant consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 174.50, and will pay any additional 
amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the Minnesota State Transportation 
Fund any amount appropriated for the project but not required.  The proper county officers are 
authorized to execute a grant agreement and any amendments thereto with the Commissioner of 
Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema  

  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 8th day of August A.D. 2023 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 8th day of August A.D. 2023. 
  

 
  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2023  

VI.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-3223 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Karin Grandia 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
2022-2024 AFSCME Local 1452 Updated Letter of Agreement - Sub-foreman Assignment  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve and authorize necessary signatures for the 2022-2024 AFSCME Local 1452 Updated Letter 
of Agreement for Sub-foreman Assignments  
  
BACKGROUND: 
 In response to a Step 1 grievance, the County Engineer has negotiated with AFSCME Local 1452 
proposed updated language to an existing Letter of Agreement regarding sub-foreman assignments, 
and these proposed changes have been approved by the 1452 Executive Board.  The Human 
Resources Director has also reviewed the proposed changes. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. LOA 1452 Aug 2023 Sub-foreman Assignment 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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