
 

ITASCA COUNTY 
REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
(218) 327-2847 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
 

 

2:00 PM 
 

  

Itasca County Boardroom 
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FINAL 
 

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Ives called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 

 
 

II. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Add Item #4.4 (Mesabi Bike Trail License Renewal) and approve the agenda, as 

amended. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Cory Smith 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

III. APPROVE OF MINUTES 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, January 10, 2023 Regional Railroad Authority 

meeting. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 

 

IV. DISCUSSION / INFORMATIONAL 
 

1. Snowmobile Trail License Renewal 
  Motion To:  Approve renewal of the Recreational Snowmobile Trail License with Glacier Park 

Iron Ore Properties, LLC (GPIOP) in sections 26 and 27 of T57N-R22W and authorize 
necessary signatures. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 
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February 14, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Chair: 
 
 
PULL:  None 
 
 
ADDITIONS:   
1. Item #4.4 (Mesabi Bike Trail License Renewal) 
 
CHANGES:  None 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL:  None 
 
 
 



 

ITASCA COUNTY 
REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
(218) 327-2847 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2023 
 

 

2:00 PM 
 

  

Itasca County Boardroom 
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DRAFT 
 

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Chair Snyder called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Cory Smith 
Terry Snyder 
John Johnson 
Burl Ives 
Casey Venema 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
2:00 PM 

 
 

II. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
  Chair Snyder called for nominations for Chair of the Itasca County Regional Railroad Authority 

for the year 2023. 
 
Commissioners Snyder and Venema nominated Commissioner Burl Ives. 
 
After calling for more nominations, Chair Snyder called for the question. 
 
Motion To:  Cast a unanimous ballot for Commissioner Ives as Chair of the Itasca County 
Regional Railroad Authority for the year 2023. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
The gavel was turned over to the new 2023 Chair, Commissioner Ives. 
 
Chair Ives called for nominations for Vice-Chair of the Itasca County Regional Railroad Authority 
for the year 2023. 
 
Commissioners Venema and Johnson nominated Commissioner Terry Snyder. 
 
After calling for more nominations, Chair Ives called for the question. 
 
Motion To:  Cast a unanimous ballot for Commissioner Snyder as Vice-Chair of the Itasca 
County Regional Railroad Authority for the year 2023. 
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Regular Session January 10, 2023 
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RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Casey Venema 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

III. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the agenda, as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner John Johnson 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

IV. APPROVE OF MINUTES 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, December 13, 2022 Regional Railroad 

Authority meeting. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

APPROVED (5 TO 0) 
Commissioner Terry Snyder 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Cory Smith, Terry Snyder, John Johnson, Burl Ives, Casey Venema 

 
 

V. DISCUSSION / INFORMATIONAL 
 

1. Project Update 
  No project update provided. 

 

VI. ADJOURN 
  Chair Ives adjourned the meeting at 2:06 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Amanda Schultz 
Deputy Clerk of the County Board 

  Burl Ives 
Chair, Regional Railroad Authority 
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GLACIER  PARK IRON ORE PROPERTIES LLC 
801 EAST HOWARD  STREET

P.O. Box 429 

HIBBING,  MINNESOTA  55746 
(218)  262-3886 

 
 
 
January 20, 2023 
 
 
Itasca County Land Department 
Itasca County Railroad Authority 
1177 LaPrairie Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 
 
RE: Misc. #1386 Letter Extension 
 
 
By an Agreement dated May 11, 2020, and effective January 1, 2020, 

he Licensee to enter 
upon  surface lands incorporated into said Snowmobile 

executed by the Licensee and Licensor, for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and 
operating a recreational snowmobile trail 
Premises . 
 
As Licensee, you have requested that the term of said Agreement be extended for a period of 
five (5) years, until December 31, 2027.  GPIOP, hereby grants the requested extension, 
effective January 1, 2023, with the following modification to the insurance requirements in 
Section 3(g): 
 

 Licensee will continue to maintain $5 million in liability coverage; 
 Licensee will procure and provide proof to Licensor of coverage for Workers 

Compensation, Pollution Liability, and Auto Liability;  
 Licensee will require all subcontractors to maintain like policies and will provide proof 

to Licensor upon request. 
 The parties agree that no construction, maintenance or use of the Hibbing Taconite 

Land or the US Steel Corporation Land can occur by Licensee before Licensee obtains 
approval from Hibbing Taconite Company and United States Steel Corporation.  
Licensee must provide Licensor evidence of such approvals, in a form satisfactory to 
Licensor. 

 



In all other respects except as amended herein, said Snowmobile Agreement dated May 11, 
2020, shall remain in full force and effect.

This letter agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts and scanned signatures or 
electronic signatures shall be deemed as good as an original signature.

Your return to GPIOP of a signed approval of this letter will constitute an acceptance of this 
time limit extension, modification, and a reaffirmation of all other terms, conditions and 
obligations set forth in said Snowmobile Agreement incorporated herein, and shall remain in 
full force and effect until termination or until otherwise further amended by the parties in 
writing, effective January 1, 2023.

Yours very truly,

LICENSORS:
GLACIER PARK IRON ORE PROPERTIES LLC

By: 
                                  David Schlagel, President

Accepted and approved on 

LICENSEE:
ITASCA COUNTY RAILROAD AUTHORITY

By: 

Printed Name: 

Title: 

Accepted and approved on 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, February 14, 2023  

IV.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-2922 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Future Use of Rail Discussion  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Discussion 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, February 14, 2023  

IV.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2023-2857 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Brett Skyles, Matti Adam 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Project Update  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
None anticipated.  Informational update on any/all current issues involving projects. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 





GLACIER  PARK IRON ORE PROPERTIES LLC
801 EAST  HOWARD  STREET 

P.O. Box 429
HIBBING,  MINNESOTA  55746 

(218)  262-3886 
 
 
 
January 20, 2023 
 
 
Itasca County Land Department 
Itasca County Railroad Authority 
1177 LaPrairie Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 
 
RE: Misc. #1217 Letter Extension 
 
 
By an Agreement dated and effective January 1, 1999, as amended and extended (said 

nt Glacier Park Iron Ore Properties LLC (GPIOP), formerly Trustees Great 
Northern Iron Ore Properties ( Itasca County Railroad Authority 
( until December 31, 2015, permitting the Licensee to enter 
upon the following surface lands Licensed P and extended the term to December 
31, 2016 by a letter dated November 5, 2015, further extended the term to December 31, 
2017 by a letter dated November 14, 2016, and further extended the term to December 31, 
2022 by a letter dated October 25, 2017, fully executed by the Licensee and Licensor, which 
Licensor owns 100% surface fee interest unless otherwise indicated, as shown on the 

 and 
incorporated into said Agreement, all situated in the County of Itasca, State of Minnesota: 
 

 Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter (SW¼-NE¼) of Section six (6), Township 
Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-two (22) West (Exhibit D); 

 Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter (SE¼-SW¼) of Section Twenty-seven 
(27), Township Fifty-seven (57) North, Range Twenty-two (22) West (Exhibit B); 

 Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter (NW¼-SE¼) of Section Twelve (12), 
Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-three (23) West (Exhibit D): 

 Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter (SW¼-SE¼) of Section Twelve (12), 
Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-three (23) West (Exhibit D); 

 50% surface fee interest of Lot One (1) (NW¼-NE¼) of Section Thirteen (13), 
Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-three (23) West (Exhibit D); 

 Government Lot Two (2) (E½-NW¼) of Section Thirteen (13), Township Fifty-six 
(56) North, Range Twenty-three (23) West (Exhibit D); 

 Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter (SW¼-NW¼) of Section Thirteen (13), 
Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-three (23) West (Exhibit D); 



 
 

 28.0494% surface fee interest of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter 
(SW¼-SW¼) of Section Twenty-seven (27), Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range 
Twenty-four (24) West (Exhibit A); and the 

 50% surface fee interest of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter (SE¼-
SW¼) of Section Twenty-eight (28), Township Fifty-six (56) North, Range Twenty-
four (24) West (Exhibit A). 

 
for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating a non-motorized trail system 

 
 
As Licensee, you have requested that the term of said Agreement be extended for a period of 
five (5) years, until December 31, 2027.  GPIOP, hereby grants the requested extension, 
effective January 1, 2023, with the following modification to the insurance requirements in 
Section 24: 
 

 Licensee will increase liability coverage as defined in Section 24 to $8 million;  
 Licensee will procure and provide proof to Licensor of coverage for Workers 

Compensation, Pollution Liability, and Auto Liability; and 
 Licensee will require all subcontractors to maintain like policies and will provide 

proof to Licensor upon request. 
 
This letter agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts and scanned signatures or 
electronic signatures shall be deemed as good as an original signature. 
 
In all other respects except as amended and modified herein, said Agreement dated January 
1, 1999, as amended and extended, shall remain in full force and effect. 
  
Your return to GPIOP of a signed approval of this letter will constitute an acceptance of this 
time limit extension and a reaffirmation of the terms, conditions and obligations set forth in 
said Agreement incorporated herein, and shall remain in full force and effect until 
termination or until otherwise further amended by the parties in writing, effective January 1, 
2023. 
 
 



Yours very truly,

LICENSORS:
GLACIER PARK IRON ORE PROPERTIES LLC

By: 
                                  David Schlagel, President

Accepted and approved on 

LICENSEE:
ITASCA COUNTY RAILROAD AUTHORITY

By: 

Printed Name: 

Title: 

Accepted and approved on 
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