
 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
(218) 327-2847 

 

 

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

 

2:30 PM 
 

 

Itasca County Boardroom 
 

 

Itasca County www.co.itasca.mn.us  Page | 1 
 

FINAL 
 

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Commissioner Davin Tinquist called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Davin Tinquist 
Terry Snyder 
Leo Trunt 
Burl Ives 
Ben DeNucci 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Absent 
Absent 
Present 
Present 

2:30 PM 
 
 
2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 

 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 
 

CHAIR PRO-TEM 
  Motion To:  Appoint Commissioner Tinquist to act as Chair Pro-Tem for this meeting in the 

absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Pull Item #5.3 (Utility Easement for T-Mobile Central LLC on Tax-Forfeited Trust Land), 

add Item #6.8 (Change in Allocation of Assistant Accountant Position), amend Item #5.4 (Schedule 
Public Meeting Re: Keewatin Trail Runners New ATV Trail Proposal), and approved the agenda, as 
amended. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, October 4, 2022 County Board Work Session. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 
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V. CONSENT AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the Consent Agenda, as amended and delineated below. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

 

1. Approve a Community Paramedic Contract with Essentia Health effective 10/1/2022. 
 

 

2. Adopt the Resolution Re: MnDOT Detour Agreement No. 1051614, which approves the 
agreement and authorizes the necessary signatures. 

 

 

4. Schedule a public meeting on Tuesday, November 1st, 2022, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at 
Keewatin City Hall to present the Keewatin Trail Runners new ATV Trail proposal. 

 

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 

1. Citizen Input 
  No citizen input provided. 

 

 

2. Recognition of County Employees 
  The following employees were recognized: 

 
Farewell to Al Rudquist whose last day as Engineering Technician III, Transportation 
Department, will be October 14, 2022 after nearly 14 years of service. 
 
Welcome to new employee Danielle Larson, Health Plan Compliance Coordinator, IMCare 
Division of Health & Human Services Department, effective October 3, 2022. 
 
Welcome to new employee Carol Gillson, Assessment Technician, Assessor’s Department, 
effective October 3, 2022. 
 
Welcome to new employee, Matt Huebscher, Assessor/Appraiser I, Assessor’s Department, 
effective October 3, 2022. 
 
Farewell to Ronda Patton whose last day as Managed Care Nurse, IMCare Division of Health & 
Human Services Department, will be October 17, 2022 after 1+ years of service. 
RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

 

 

3. Commissioner Warrants 
  Motion To:  Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of October 14, 2022, in the 

amount of $2,381,858.25. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

 

4. Lights On Afterschool Proclamation 
  Motion To:  Adopt the Resolution Re: Keeping the Lights On After School Proclamation, which 

proclaims October 20, 2022 as Lights on Afterschool in Itasca County, in cooperation with the 
national celebration of promoting the importance of quality afterschool programs for our 
children, families, and communities. 
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RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

5. Public Hearing on New Canister Site South 
  Motion To:  Open the Public Hearing Re: New Canister Site South. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
Motion To:  Close the above public hearing. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
Motion To:  Approve a new Canister Site South located on parcel 08-031-2400. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

6. Updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Specification & Guidelines 
  Motion To:  Approve the updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Itasca County Timber 

Sale Specifications and Guidelines. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 

 

 

7. New ATV Trail Proposal: Pengilly to Calumet 
  Forest Recreation Specialist Sara Thompson and Greg Chambers, Run-A-Muck ATV Club 

Representative, provided information regarding a new ATV Trail proposal from Pengilly to 
Calumet presented by the Run-A-Muck ATV Club. 
 
Motion To:  Schedule a public meeting regarding the new trail proposal on November 3, 2022 
beginning at 5:00 PM at Lone Pine Town Hall. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 
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RESOLUTION 2022-62 
  

RE: MnDOT DETOUR AGREEMENT NO. 1051614 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Itasca County enter into MnDOT Agreement No. 1051614 with the State of 
Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes: 
 
To provide for payment by the State to the County for the use and maintenance of County State Aid 
Highway No. 74 as a detour route during the construction to be performed upon, along, and adjacent 
to Trunk Highway No. 2 from 0.3 miles west of Trunk Highway 65 to 0.1 mile east of Truck Highway 
No. 200 under State Project No. 3104-62 (T.H. 2=008). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chair and Clerk to the County Board are 
authorized to execute the Agreement and any amendments to the Agreement. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 11th day of October A.D. 2022 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 11th day of October A.D. 2022. 

  
 

  Administrator 
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RESOLUTION 2022-63 
  

RE: KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON AFTER SCHOOL PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the Itasca County Board of Commissioners stands firmly committed to quality 
afterschool programs and opportunities because they: 
 
Provide safe, challenging, and engaging learning experiences that help children develop social, 
emotional, physical and academic skills; 
 
Support working families by ensuring their children are safe and productive after the regular school 
day ends; 
 
Build stronger communities by involving students, parents, business leaders and adult volunteers in 
the lives of young people, thereby promoting positive relationships among youth, families and adults; 
and 
 
Engage families, schools and community partners in advancing the welfare of our children; and 
 
WHEREAS,  during the COVID-19 pandemic, afterschool programs have risen to the moment to 
support youth, and are critical supports to help youth recover from this challenging time and address 
their academic, social, and emotional needs.  Afterschool programs provide engaging, hands-on 
learning and opportunities to connect with caring adults and peers.  During the pandemic, programs 
have innovated to provide remote learning support, virtual programming, care for children of essential 
workers, meal support, wellness checki-ins, and more.  Today, programs are supporting young 
people and families as they navigate the return to school and will continue to innovate to meet ever-
changing needs. 
 
WHEREAS, Itasca Networks for Youth has provided significant leadership in the area of community 
involvement in the education and well-being of our youth, grounded in the principle that quality 
afterschool programs are key to helping our children become successful adults; and 
  
WHEREAS,  Lights On Afterschool, the national celebration of afterschool programs held this year 
on October 20, 2022 promotes the importance of quality afterschool programs in the lives of 
children, families and communities; and 
  
WHEREAS, more than 28 million children in the U.S. have parents who work outside the home, and 
7.7 million children have no place to go after school; and 
 
WHEREAS, many afterschool programs across the country are facing funding shortfalls so severe 
that they are being forced to close their doors and turn off their lights; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners urges the citizens 
of Itasca County to ensure that every child has access to a safe, engaging place where the lights are 
on after school; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners enthusiastically 
endorses Lights On Afterschool and is committed to innovative afterschool programs and activities 
that ensure that the lights stay on and the doors stay open for all children after school. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 11th day of October A.D. 2022 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 11th day of October A.D. 2022. 

  
 

  Administrator 



 

October 11, 2022 
 
 
 
Chair: 
 
 
 
PULL:   
1. Item #5.3 (Utility Easement for T-Mobile Central LLC on Tax-Forfeited Trust Land) 
 
 
ADDITIONS:  
1. Change in Allocation of Assistant Accountant Position (Item #6.8) 
 
 
CHANGES:  None 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL:   
1. Item #6.5 – Additional Information 
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DRAFT 
 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  Vice-Chair Trunt called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

Attendee Name  Title Status Arrived 
Davin Tinquist 
Terry Snyder 
Leo Trunt 
Burl Ives 
Ben DeNucci 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 

Present 
Absent 
Present 
Absent 
Present 

2:30 PM 
 
2:30 PM 
 
2:30 PM 

 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Motion To:  Approve the agenda, as presented. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Davin Tinquist 
Davin Tinquist, Leo Trunt, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Burl Ives 

 

 

 

IV. MINUTES APPROVAL 
  Motion To:  Approve the minutes of the Tuesday, September 27, 2022 County Board Regular 

Session. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Davin Tinquist 
Davin Tinquist, Leo Trunt, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Burl Ives 

 

 

 

V. RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 

1. Approve a Community Paramedic Contract with Essentia Health effective 10/1/2022. 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 

 

 

2. Adopt the Resolution Re: MnDOT Detour Agreement No. 1051614, which approves the 
agreement and authorizes the necessary signatures. 

  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 
 

  

 

3. Approve and authorize signatures to the 4th Amendment of the AT&T Site Use Agreement for  
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the Marcell/Suomi Tower. 
  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 

 

4. Approve utility easement for construction, maintenance and operation of an underground 
telecommunication line over and across tax-forfeited trust lands in Section 4, Township 61, 
Range 24 and authorize necessary signatures. 

  RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 
 

 

 

VI. DISCUSSION / INFORMATIONAL 
 

 

1. Citizen Input 
  No citizen input provided. 

 

 

2. 2023 IMCare/DHS Contracts 
  Motion To:  Approve the 2023 Families and Children and Seniors contracts between IMCare 

and DHS and authorize necessary signatures. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Davin Tinquist 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Leo Trunt, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Burl Ives 

 

 

 

3. Discussion of Campsite Lease Request  
  Land Commissioner Kory Cease and requestors Dan Samsa and Todd Scaia provided 

information regarding the request from campsite leaseholders for sale of tax-forfeited trust land 
associated with the lease in SENE section 12 of T62NR24W within the Loucks-Danyluk 
Memorial Forest. 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR DISCUSSION     NEXT:  10/18/2022 2:30 PM 

 

 

 

4. Updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Specifications & Guidelines 
  Land Commissioner Kory Cease provided information regarding the request to approve the 

updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Itasca County Timber Sale Specifications and 
Guidelines. 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 

 

 

5. Potential Schedule Change for November 
  Motion To:  Reschedule the Tuesday, November 8, 2022 County Board Regular Session to 

Thursday, November 10, 2022 at 2:30 PM in the Itasca County Boardroom due to elections. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Davin Tinquist 
Davin Tinquist, Leo Trunt, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Burl Ives 

 

 

 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Commissioner DeNucci reported on his attendance at a recent Budget Work Session, as well 

as Northeast Minnesota HOME Consortium Joint Powers Board and Cross Range Expressway 
Coalition meetings. 
 
Commissioner Tinquist reported on his attendance at a recent Budget Work Session and 
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grievance mediation, as well as Mississippi Headwaters Board (MHB) and Grand Village Board 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Trunt reported on his attendance at recent Arrowhead Counties Association 
(ACA) and Northeast Waste Advisory Council (NEWAC) meetings, as well a meeting with 
Itasca Economic Development Corporation (IEDC)/Tamara Lowney and a Highway 169 
meeting with Flaherty and Hood representatives. 

 

VIII. ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 

 

IX. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

 

X. CLOSED SESSIONS 
 

 

XI. ADJOURN 
  Vice-Chair Trunt adjourned the meeting at 3:21 PM. 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Terry Snyder 
Chair of the County Board 

  Brett Skyles 
Clerk of the County Board  
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

V.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2591 

  
DEPARTMENT: Health & Human Services TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Eric Villeneuve 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Community Paramedic Contract  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve a Community Paramedic Contract with Essentia Health effective 10/1/2022. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
Adding an additional provider to our Community Paramedic Pool.   
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Essentia Health EMS 2022 - DRAFT 
  
10/04/2022 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 
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ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
1209 SE 2nd Avenue

Grand Rapids, Minnesota  55744

PURCHASE OF SERVICE AGREEMENT

The ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 1209 SE 2ND AVENUE, GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 
55744, hereafter referred to as the "Agency", and ST MARY’S EMS, dba ESSENTIA HEALTH EMS for it’s operation in 
DEER RIVER, 115 10TH AVENUE NE, DEER RIVER, MN 56636, hereafter referred to as the "Contractor", enter into this 
Agreement for the period from October 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, the Contractor is an approved vendor according to published county criteria or certified by the Public Agency 
ITASCA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES to provide ESSENTIA HEALTH COMMUNITY PARAMEDICINE 
SERVICES to persons; and

WHEREAS,  the Agency, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 373.01 and 373.02, wishes to purchase such program 
services from the Contractor; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor represents that it is duly qualified and willing to perform such services;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual understandings and agreements set forth, the Agency and Contractor 
agree as follows:

I.  CONTRACT GENERAL

A. Contractor's Duties:

1. Attached to this Agreement as Exhibit "A" will be items a through g as follows:

a. Description of services.
b.  Exposition of staffing, including job description and professional qualifications of personnel.
c.  Organizational chart with names and positions.  
d.  Line item budget.    
e.  Proof of professional/commercial liability insurance, (photocopies should include expiration 

date and amount of coverage).           
f.  Proof of Worker’s Compensation, (photocopies should include expiration date).    
g.  Operating license (photocopy, when applicable). 

2. Attached to this Agreement as Exhibit “B”, when applicable, are specific duties of the Contractor, as 
the Agency deems necessary, for the delivery and accountability of client services.

3. The Contractor shall, in writing within ten (10) days, notify the Agency whenever it is unable to, or 
going to be unable to, provide the required quality or quantity of purchased services.  Upon such 
notifications, Agency shall determine whether such inability will require modification or cancellation of 
said Agreement.

B. Cost and Delivery of Purchased Services:

1. The Contractor certifies that the services to be provided under this Agreement are not available 
without cost to eligible clients.  The Contractor further certifies that payment claims for purchased 
services will be in accordance with rates of payment which do not exceed amounts reasonable and 
necessary to assure quality of service.  The Contractor further certifies that rates of payment do not 
reflect any administrative or program costs assignable to private pay or third-party pay service 
recipients.

2. Purchased services will be provided at ST MARY’S EMS, dba ESSENTIA HEALTH EMS, 115 10TH 
AVENUE NE, DEER RIVER, MN 56636.
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C. Safeguard of Client Information:

1. The use or disclosure by any party of information concerning an eligible client in violation of any rule of 
confidentiality provided for in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13, and the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act of 1996 (45 C.F.R. Part 160-164), or for any purpose not directly connected 
with the Agency's or Contractor's responsibility with respect to the purchased services hereunder is 
prohibited.  The collection, use, maintenance and dissemination of data on clients shall be in 
accordance with the laws of Minnesota and the United States applicable to the data.  The Contractor 
shall assure compliance with Minnesota Statute Section 13.46, subd. 10, Para. (b).

a. The parties hereto recognize that data collected, used, exchanged, and disseminated for the 
administration and management of activities and programs authorized by this Agreement may 
be classified by State or Federal Law as private or confidential.  The parties agree that such 
data will be collected, used, exchanged, and disseminated consistent with the requirements of 
law applicable to that data, including the Minnesota Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 13.01 et 
seq., as amended, the Rules of the Commissioner of Administration promulgated there under, 
MN Rules 1205.0100 et seq., as amended, and the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (45 C.F.R. Part 160-164).  To the extent necessary for the 
administration and management of activities and programs herein provided and as otherwise 
specifically authorized by law, private and confidential data may be exchanged and 
disseminated between the respective parties, including their legal representatives.

b. (When applicable) In accordance with MN Rules 1205.0200 Subpart 14D. it is agreed that the 
Contractor shall be the responsible authority for that nonprofit corporation.

2. The Agency and Contractor shall insure that a joint release of information document is completed to 
permit mutual exchange of information between Agency and Contractor.

    D.  Equal Employment Opportunity and Civil Rights and Nondiscrimination:

1. (When applicable) the Contractor agrees to comply with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII (42 USC 
2000e); including Executive Order No. 11246, and Title VI (42 USC 2000d); and the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, as amended by Section 504;

2. (When applicable) the Contractor certifies that it has received a certificate of compliance from the 
Commissioner of Human Rights pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 363A.36.  This section only 
applies if the grant is for more than $100,000, and the Contractor has employed forty or more full-time 
employees within the State of Minnesota on a single working day during the previous 12 months.

E. Fair Hearing and Grievance Procedures:

1. The Agency agrees to provide for a fair hearing and grievance procedure in conformance with 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 256.045, and in conjunction with the fair Hearing and Grievance 
Procedures established by administrative rules of the State Department of Human Services.

F. Conditions of the Parties' Obligations:

1. It is understood and agreed that in the event the reimbursement to the Agency from State and Federal 
sources is not obtained and/or continued at a level sufficient to allow for the purchase of the indicated 
quantity of purchased services, the obligations of each party hereunder shall thereupon be terminated.

2. This Agreement may be canceled by either party at any time, with or without cause, upon thirty (30) 
days notice, in writing, delivered by mail or in person.

3. Before the termination date specified in Page 1 of this Agreement the Agency may evaluate the 
performance of the Contractor in regard to terms of this Agreement to determine whether such 
performance merits renewal of this Agreement.
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4. Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of provisions of this Agreement shall be valid only 
when they have been reduced to writing, duly signed, and attached to the original of this Agreement.

5. No claim for services furnished by the Contractor, not specifically provided in the Agreement, will be 
allowed by the Agency, nor shall the Contractor do any work or furnish any material not covered by 
this Agreement, unless this is approved in writing by the Agency.  Such approval shall be considered 
to be a modification of the Agreement.

6. In the event that there is a revision of Federal regulations which might make this Agreement ineligible 
for Federal financial participation, all parties will review the Agreement and renegotiate those items 
necessary to bring the Agreement into compliance with the new Federal regulations.

G.  Subcontracting:

1. The Contractor agrees not to enter into subcontracts for any of the work contemplated under this 
Agreement without written approval of the Agency.

2. All subcontractors must be subject to and must meet all of the requirements of this Agreement.

3. The Contractors must ensure that any and all subcontracts to provide services under this Agreement 
must contain the following language:

The subcontractor acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is a 
third-party beneficiary, and as a third-party beneficiary, is an affected party under this Agreement.  
The subcontractor specifically acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services has standing to and may take any appropriate administrative action or may sue the provider 
for any appropriate relief in law or equity, including but not limited to rescission, damages, or specific 
performance, of all or any part of the Agreement.  Minnesota Department of Human Services is 
entitled to and may recover from the provider reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements 
associated with any action taken under this paragraph that is successfully maintained.  This provision 
must not be construed to limit the rights of any party to the Agreement or any other third-party 
beneficiary, nor must it be construed as a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh Amendment to the 
United States Constitution or any other waiver or immunity.

4. The Contractor agrees to be responsible for the performance of any subcontractor to ensure 
compliance to the subcontract and Minnesota Rules, part 9525.1870, subpart 3.

H.  Contractor Interested in Agreement:

1. No county official or deputy or clerk or employee of such official shall be directly or indirectly interested 
in any agreement, contract, work, labor, or business to which the County is a party or in which it is or 
may be interested or in the furnishing of any article to, or the purchase or sale of any property, real or 
personal, by the County, or of which the consideration, price, or expense is payable from the County 
treasury.  Any violation of the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 382.18, shall be a gross 
misdemeanor.

I. Contractor Debarment, Suspension and Responsibility Certification:

Federal Regulations 45 CFR 92.35 prohibits the State/Agency from purchasing goods or services with 
federal money from vendors who have been suspended or debarred by the federal government.  Similarly, 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 16C.03, subd. 2 provides the Commissioner of Administration with the 
authority to debar and suspend vendors who seek to contract with the State/Agency.  Vendors may be 
suspended or debarred when it is determined, through a duly authorized hearing process, that they have 
abused the public trust in a serious manner.
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By Signing This Agreement, The Contractor Certifies That It And Its Principals* And Employees:

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from transacting business by or with any federal, state or local governmental 
department or agency; and

b. Have not within a three-year period preceding this contract: 1) been convicted of or had a civil 
judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with 
obtaining, attempting to obtain or performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction or 
contract; 2) violated any federal or state antitrust statutes; or 3) committed embezzlement, theft, 
forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements or receiving stolen 
property; and

c. Are not presently indicted or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity for: 
1) commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain or 
performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction; 2) violating any federal or state antitrust 
statutes; or 3) committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of 
records, making false statements or receiving stolen property; and

d. Are not aware of any information and possess no knowledge that any subcontractor(s) that will 
perform work pursuant to this Agreement are in violation of any of the certifications set forth 
above.

e. Shall immediately give written notice to the Contracting Officer should Contractor come under 
investigation for allegations of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, or 
performing: a public (federal, state or local government) transaction; violating any federal or state 
antitrust statutes; or committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction 
of records, making false statements or receiving stolen property.

* “Principals” for the purposes of this certification means officers; directors; owners; partners; and persons 
having primary management or supervisory responsibilities within a business entity (e.g. general 
manager; plant manager; head of a subsidiary, division, or business segment and similar positions).

J. Miscellaneous:

1. Entire Agreement:  It is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement of the parties is contained 
herein and that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties 
relating to the subject matter hereof, as well as any previous agreements presently in effect between 
the Contractor and any county social services agency relating to the subject matter hereof.

2. The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is a 
third- party beneficiary and, as a third-party beneficiary, is an affected party under this Agreement.  
The Contractor specifically acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Humans 
Services has standing to and may take any appropriate administrative action or sue the Contractor for 
any appropriate relief in law or equity, including, but not limited to, rescission, damages, or specific 
performance, of all or any part of the Agreement between the County Board and the Contractor.  The 
Contractor specifically acknowledges that the County Board and the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services are entitled to and may recover from the Contractor reasonable attorney's fees and costs and 
disbursements associated with any action taken under this paragraph that is successfully maintained.  
This provision shall not be construed to limit the rights of any party to the Agreement or any other 

Directions for On Line Access to Excluded Providers

To ensure compliance with this regulation, identification of excluded entities and individuals can be found on the 
Office of Inspector General (OIG) website at https://oig.hhs.gov.

If you do not have access to the website, and/or need the information in an alternative format, contact: Crissy Krebs, 
Business Division Manager, Itasca County Health and Human Services at (218) 327-6152.

http://www.dhhs.gov/progorg/oig/
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third-party beneficiary, nor shall it be construed as a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh 
Amendment to the United States Constitution or any other waiver of immunity.

3. The Contractor agrees to acknowledge the Agency in the credits of advertisements and publicity.

4. (When applicable) The placement agreements between vendors and counties, other than Itasca, to 
provide services to out-of county clients under this Agreement must contain a provision stating that the 
county signing the placement agreement will either (1) pay the costs of other social services rendered 
by Itasca County or other providers that are under contract with Itasca County; and (2) will be 
responsible for billing Medical Assistance, Medicare, private insurance, or third-party payer.

At the time the social service is rendered, the vendor will instruct the provider to bill the county of 
financial responsibility directly.  Any county placing a child in Itasca County will be financially 
responsible for any and all placement costs for that child, including but not limited to placements in 
secure and/or shelter facilities whether by police hold or any other means.

Itasca County will not be financially responsible for any placement costs for out of county children 
unless prior authorization is obtained from Itasca County Health and Human Services.

5. (When applicable) The Contractor agrees to bill all pay sources including third party insurances and 
obtain a denial prior to submitting a claim to Itasca County Health and Human Services.  In the event 
the service is not covered by the third party payer, a denial must be submitted with the claim to Itasca 
County Health and Human Services.  Payment will not be made without such denial.  A denial reason 
for anything other than "non-covered service" does not constitute county coverage; for example:  not 
billing within the allowed time frame for a particular carrier, wrong procedure code, diagnosis code, etc.

6. Itasca County will not pay for two placements that occur on the same date of service.

II. Contract Specific

A.  Contractor's Duties

1. The Agency agrees to purchase and the Contractor agrees to furnish the following:

COMMUNITY PARAMEDICINE SERVICES

HOURLY RATE: $100.00

PLUS MILEAGE: FEDERAL MILEAGE RATE

Mileage and time shall be calculated as beginning and ending at Essentia Health EMS base. 

 
B. Eligibility for Services:

1. The parties understand and agree that the eligibility of the client to receive the purchased services is 
to be determined in accordance with eligibility criteria established by the Agency.

a. It is understood and agreed by the parties that, for fee eligible recipients, fees shall be charged 
and collected in accordance with fee policy and schedules adopted by the County Board of 
Commissioners.

b. The Contractor shall not charge any program or service fee to social services eligible clients 
except in accordance with "B.1.a." above.

c. (When applicable) When the Agency has determined that the client is no longer eligible to 
receive purchased services or that services are no longer needed or appropriate, the Agency 
must notify the Contractor within 5 days of the determination.  The Agency must notify the client 
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of proposed termination of services in writing at least 10 days prior to the proposed agency 
action and of the client’s right to appeal this proposed agency action.

d. (When applicable) The Contractor must notify the Agency and the client in writing whenever the 
Contractor proposes to discharge or terminate service(s) to a client.  The notice must be sent at 
least 10 days prior to the proposed date of discharge or termination, and must include the 
specific grounds for discharge or termination of service(s).  The Contractor must not discharge 
or terminate services to a client prior to the proposed date unless delay would seriously 
endanger the health, safety, or well-being of other residents or service recipients.

e. (When applicable) The Contractor must establish written procedures for discharging a client or 
terminating services to a client.  The written procedures must include:

1) Preparation of a summary of findings, processes, and plans to be transmitted with the 
client;

C. Payment for Purchased Services:

1. Certification of expenditures:  The Contractor shall, within five (5) working days following the last day 
of each calendar month, submit a standard invoice for social services purchased to Itasca County 
Health and Human Services.  The invoice shall show:  (1) total program and administrative 
expenditures for the month and (2) an itemized account of each social services eligible individual, 
identifying service(s) provided, number of units, cost per unit and service dates, including 
administrative costs allocated to the provision of purchased services to reimbursement eligible 
clients.

2. All bills for a specific month of service must be in to the Agency within five days of end of service 
month; example, services given in January can be received no later than the fifth working day of 
February.  Bills older than five weeks may be rejected due to the variety of funding sources that 
are utilized by the Agency.  

3. Payment:  The Agency shall, within thirty (30) days of the date of receipt of the invoice, make 
payment to the Contractor for all reimbursement eligible clients identified on the invoice.

D. Recording Requirements or Accountability:

1. The Contractor agrees to maintain records and documents which sufficiently and properly reflect all 
direct and indirect services provided to clients covered by this Agreement.  Documentation includes, 
but is not limited to, statements relating to Client Identifying Information, all available intake data, 
treatment plan, progress data, discharge plan, evidence of eligibility and redetermination of eligibility 
status, court orders when appropriate, and a proper release of information allowing the Contract 
Manager at the Agency, or other Agency designee, access to the above mention data.

E.  Audit and Record Disclosures:

1. The Contractor Shall:

a. Allow personnel of the Agency, the Minnesota Department of Human Services, or their 
representative, access to the Contractor's facility and records at reasonable hours to exercise 
their responsibility to monitor purchased services.

(1) Permit the Contract Manager or other personnel of the County, through the Agency, 
access to the Contractor's facility to conduct site visits, as deemed necessary, to 
determine compliance with this Agreement and to evaluate the quality of services 
provided under this Agreement.  Such visits may be made with prior notice at any time 
within the hours of operation of the Contractor.  The Contractor shall be furnished a 
summary of any reports prepared as a result of the visit.

(2) The Agreement gives the Agency, DHS, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services the authority to copy program and fiscal records.
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b. Provide the Agency with information about fees collected and the fee source.

c. Maintain all records pertaining to the Agreement at ST MARY’S EMS, dba ESSENTIA HEALTH EMS 
for it’s operation in - DEER RIVER, 115 10TH AVENUE NE, DEER RIVER, MN 56636 for four (4) 
years for audit purposes.

d. Comply with policies of the Minnesota Department of Human Services regarding social services 
recording and monitoring procedures, as defined in the Department of Human Services Social 
Service Manual, and the administrative rules of the State Agency.

e. If the collection of social services fees is delegated to the Contractor, the Contractor must 
provide the Agency with information about fees collected and the fee sources.

2. Books, records, documents and accounting procedures and practices of the Contractor relative to the 
Agreement are subject to examination by the Agency.

F.  Bonding, Indemnity, Insurance, and Audit Clause:

1. Bonding:  The Contractor shall obtain and maintain at all times, during the term of this Agreement, a 
fidelity bond covering the activity of its personnel authorized to receive or distribute monies.  

2. Indemnity:  The Contractor agrees that it will at all times indemnify and hold harmless the Agency from 
any and all liability, loss, damages, costs or expenses which may be claimed against the Agency or 
Contractor;

a. By reason of any service client's suffering personal injury, death, or property loss or damages 
either while participating in or receiving from the Contractor the care and services to be 
furnished by the Contractor under this Agreement, or while on premises owned, leased or 
operated by the Contractor, or while being transported to or from said premises in any vehicle 
owned, operated, chartered or otherwise contracted for by the Contractor or his assigns; or

b. By reason of any service client's causing injury to another person, or damage to the property of 
another person during any time when the Contractor or his assigns or employee thereof has 
undertaken, or is furnishing the care and service called for under this Agreement.

c. The Contractor agrees to comply with the Agency’s/Itasca County’s Indemnification and 
Insurance Policy attached to the Agreement as Exhibit “C.”

3. Insurance:  The Contractor further agrees, in order to protect itself and the Agency under the 
indemnity provisions set forth above, to at all times during the term of this Agreement, have and keep 
in force a professional/commercial liability insurance policy in the amount of $1,500,000.00 for total 
injuries or damages arising from any one incident and $3,000,000.00 general aggregate.  Worker’s 
Compensation shall be provided per Minnesota statutory limits and Employer's Liability shall be in the 
amount of Bodily Injury by Accident: $500,000.00 each Accident, Bodily Injury by Disease: 
$500,000.00 each employee, Bodily Injury by Disease: $500,000.00 policy limit.  When transportation 
is provided by the Contractor, said Contractor shall have and keep in force automobile liability in the 
amount of $1,500,000.00 for bodily injury and property damage covering owned, non-owned and hired 
automobiles.  Itasca County Health and Human Services must be named additional insured.  The 
Contractor agrees to comply with the Agency’s/Itasca County’s Indemnification and Insurance Policy 
attached to the Agreement as Exhibit “C.”

        
4. Audit:  The Contractor agrees that within sixty (60) days of the close of its fiscal year, unless a later 

date is agreed upon between the Agency and the Contractor, an audit will be conducted by an 
Accountant which will meet the requirements of the Single Audit Act of 1996, P.L. 104-156 and Office 
of Management and Budget, Circular No. A-133.  Contractors not meeting the $750,000 minimum 
requirement of expending federal dollars in a single fiscal year for single audits will be required to 
complete a yearly financial statement.  After completion of the audit and/or financial statement, a copy 
of the report must be filed with the Agency.  The books, records, documents, and accounting 
procedures of the vendor or party receiving public funds are subject to audit by the state auditor.
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5. The Contractor certifies that the organization is in compliance with the workers compensation 
insurance requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 176.181, subdivision 2 as reflected in the 
attached proof of insurance.

G. Noncompliance

1. If the Contractor fails to comply with the provisions of this Agreement, the Agency may seek any 
available legal remedy.

2. Either party must notify the other party within 30 days when a party has reasonable grounds to 
believe that this Agreement has been or will be breached in a material manner.  The party receiving 
such notification must have 30 days, or any other such period of time as mutually agreed to by the 
parties, to cure the breach or anticipatory breach.

H. Independent Contractor.  

1. It is agreed that nothing herein contained is intended or should be construed in any manner as 
creating or establishing the relationship of co-partners between the parties hereto or as constituting 
the Contractor as the agent, representative or employee of the Agency for any purpose or in any 
manner whatsoever.  The Contractor is to be, and shall remain, an independent contractor with 
respect to all services performed under this Agreement.  The Contractor represents that it has, or will 
secure at its own expense, all personnel required in performing services under this Agreement; that 
all personnel of the Contractor or other persons, while engaged in the performance of any work or 
services required by the Contractor under this Agreement, shall have no contractual agreement with 
the Agency and shall not be considered employees of the Agency and any and all claims that may or 
might arise under the Unemployment Compensation Act or the Workers Compensation Act of the 
State of Minnesota on behalf of said personnel arising out of employment or alleged employment, 
including without limitation, claims of discrimination against the Contractor, its officers, agents, 
contractors or employees, shall in no way be the responsibility of the Agency; and that the Contractor 
shall defend, indemnify and hold the Agency, its officers, agents and employees, harmless from any 
and all such claims irrespective of any determination of any pertinent tribunal, agency, board, 
commission or court.  Such personnel or other person shall neither require nor be entitled to any 
compensation, rights or benefits of any kind whatsoever from the County,  including without limitation, 
tenure rights, medical and hospital care, sick and vacation leave, workers compensation, employment 
insurance, disability, severance pay and PERA.

                                  

BY ___________________________________________ BY ___________________________________________
 (Director, Itasca County Health and Human Services)          (Director, Contracting Agency)

DATED _______________________________________ DATED ________________________________________

BY ___________________________________________ BY ___________________________________________
 (Chairperson, Itasca County Board of Commissioners) (Chairperson, Board of Contracting Agency)

DATED _______________________________________ DATED ________________________________________



Page | 1 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

V.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2574 

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Karin Grandia 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
MnDOT Detour Agreement No. 1051614 for TH 65  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt the Resolution Re: MnDOT Detour Agreement No. 1051614, which approves the agreement 
and authorizes the necessary signatures. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
MnDOT will be building a roundabout at the intersection of TH 65 and TH 2 in the summer of 
2023.  The construction is expected to take about 3 to 4 months to complete.  A detour route utilizing 
CSAH 74 will be required for the project.  Itasca County will receive compensation for the road life 
consumed, which is estimated at $4,643.78.  MnDOT has drafted a detour agreement and requires 
the County to pass a resolution entering into this agreement. 
 
Similar detour agreements have been reviewed and approved by the County Attorney's Office in the 
past. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: Yes and/or Pending 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. 2022-09-15 As Reviewed_1051614 ITASCA CO DETOUR AGREEMENT V2 
  
10/04/2022 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

   

Page | 1 

RESOLUTION 2022-62 
  

RE: MnDOT DETOUR AGREEMENT NO. 1051614 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Itasca County enter into MnDOT Agreement No. 1051614 with the State of 
Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes: 
 
To provide for payment by the State to the County for the use and maintenance of County State Aid 
Highway No. 74 as a detour route during the construction to be performed upon, along, and adjacent 
to Trunk Highway No. 2 from 0.3 miles west of Trunk Highway 65 to 0.1 mile east of Truck Highway 
No. 200 under State Project No. 3104-62 (T.H. 2=008). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chair and Clerk to the County Board are 
authorized to execute the Agreement and any amendments to the Agreement. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 11th day of October A.D. 2022 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 11th day of October A.D. 2022. 

  
 

  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

V.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2590 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Cindy Shevich 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Utility Easement for T-Mobile Central LLC on Tax-Forfeited Trust Land  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve utility easement for construction, maintenance and operation of an underground 
telecommunication line over and across tax-forfeited trust lands in Section 4, Township 61, Range 24 
and authorize necessary signatures. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
This easement is for construction of underground telecommunication lines to Bass Lake Tower. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. T Mobile Utility Easement 
2. T Mobile Utility Easement updated 
  
10/04/2022 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: PULLED FROM AGENDA 

 
 



 
Page 1 of 11 

 
ITASCA COUNTY UTILITY EASEMENT 

 
 
This easement is granted this ___ day of _________, 2022, by Itasca County on behalf of the State 

of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts, hereinafter referred to as the Grantor, to T-Mobile 

Central LLC, hereinafter referred to as the Grantee. The address of the Grantee for purposes of 

any notification required herein shall be 8000 W. 78th Street, Suite 400, Edina, MN 55439. 

 RECITALS 

1.   This easement is granted pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Section 282.04, 

Subd. 4, which authorizes the County Auditor to grant easements upon unsold, tax-forfeited 

lands. 

2.   The Grantee desires to obtain an easement for underground telecommunication purposes 

and the Grantor desires to grant such an easement upon the property below described. 

3.   The Itasca County Board of Commissioners, by Board Action dated the            day of                                            

___________, 2022, have prescribed the terms set forth below.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and terms hereinafter set forth, the Grantor 

hereby grants unto the Grantee its heirs, successors and assigns, until terminated as hereinafter 

provided, full right and authority to enter at any time upon, across and under a strip of land 9 feet 

in width on the parcels hereinafter described, and from time to time to erect, maintain, repair, 

upgrade, rebuild, relocate, operate and patrol underground telecommunication lines, including the 

right to erect poles and other underground power line structures, wires, cables, telecommunication 

lines, pipes and any necessary appurtenances, the right to clear said strip and keep it clear from 

brush, trees, buildings and fire hazards and the right to remove dangerous trees, if any, located 

beyond the limits of said strip. 
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TERMS 

 I. 

The 9 foot wide easement for utility purposes over, under and across Government Lot Two (2) 

Section 4, Township 61 North, Range 24 West, of the Fourth Principal Meridian, Itasca County, 

Minnesota, lying between 0.00 feet and 9.00 feet to the right of the following described line “C”: 

Commencing at the Northwest corner of said Government Lot 2; thence South 84 degrees and 49 

minutes 57 seconds East along the North line of said Government Lot 2, a distance of 695.03 

feet; thence South 5 degrees 10 minutes 03 seconds West, a distance of 867.54 feet to the Point 

of Beginning of said Line “C”; thence North 57 degrees 49 minutes 54 seconds West, a distance 

of 20.00 feet; thence South 32 degrees 10 minutes 06 seconds West, a distance of 12.00 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as Point “A”; thence South 35 degrees 51 minutes 11 seconds West, 

a distance of 22.00 feet; thence North 86 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 

175.00 feet; thence South 19 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 20.00 feet; 

thence North 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 9.44 feet; thence 

Southwesterly a distance of 58.90 feet along a tangential curve concave to the South, having a 

radius of 125.00 feet and a central angle of 26 degrees 59 minutes 49 seconds; thence South 63 

degrees 00 minutes 11 seconds West tangent to the last described curve, a distance of 101.12 

feet; thence Westerly, a distance of 42.60 feet along a tangential curve concave to the North, 

having a radius of 55.00 feet and a central angle of 44 degrees 22 minutes 50 seconds to the 

Easterly right of way line of Bass Lake Campground Road and said Line “C” there terminating.  

The sideline of said easement shall be shortened or lengthened to terminate at said easterly right 

of way line of Bass Lake Campground Road.  

Together with a 9.00 foot wide easement for utility purposes over, under and across said 

Government Lot 2, the centerline of said easement is described as follows:  

Beginning at the previously described Point “A”; thence North 57 degrees 49 minutes 54 seconds 

West, a distance of 22.00 feet; thence South 32 degrees 10 minutes 06 seconds West, a distance 

of 7.00 feet and said centerline there terminating.  

*NOTE: The attached survey describes a 5.00 foot wide utility easement. However, for purposes 

of this utility easement located over and across tax forfeit property, a 9.00 foot wide easement is 

granted.  
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DISCLAIMER: Itasca County is relying on ownership information and easement legal 

descriptions provided by the Grantee.  The easement rights conveyed by this document are limited 

to parcels owned by the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts.  Itasca County makes 

no warranties as to the ownership of the parcels crossed by this easement and assumes no liability 

for any errors or costs for corrections in that regard. 

  

II. 

The Grantee shall comply with the Policy of Itasca County as the same is in effect as of the date 

of this easement and as hereinafter amended concerning the mapping and documentation of 

description of easements upon tax-forfeited lands and shall provide a written legal description and 

maps of the location of the "as built" easement centerline as set forth in the Policy. 

 

 III. 

The Grantee, before entering upon the premises for construction purposes, shall pay to the Grantor 

the sum equal to the current market value of the easement. This amount is consideration for the 

granting of this easement.  This fee is to be determined in accordance with the fee policy that is 

established by the Itasca County Board of Commissioners.  

The Grantee may clear and keep cleared said strip of trees and brush and as progress is made 

therein the Grantor shall be advised and shall cause the timber to be scaled and the Grantee shall 

pay the Grantor for such existing timber, and tree reproduction, a price to be determined by the 

Itasca County Land Commissioner.  The Grantee shall also compensate the Grantor for the value 

of dangerous trees which may from time to time be removed beyond the limits of this easement. 

 

IV. 

The Grantee shall comply with all laws, regulations and municipal ordinances affecting said lands, 

Grantee's activities upon said lands or the area in which they are situated.  The Grantee shall keep 

said strip in a neat and orderly condition and shall remove all refuse and debris that may 

accumulate as a result of Grantee's or the Grantee's Contractor's use thereof.  Nothing herein shall 

require the Grantee to remove refuse and debris unlawfully deposited by a third party.  The Grantee 

shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent and suppress forest fires.  The Grantee shall  
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compensate the Grantor for any damages resulting from the improper use of said strip by the 

Grantee or damages to adjoining lands in gaining access thereto or egress therefrom.  

 

 V. 

The Grantee shall pay when due all taxes and assessments levied against the easement granted 

herein or the improvements thereon. 

 

 VI. 

Nothing herein shall alter, limit, modify or restrict the authority of the County to sell or lease tax 

forfeited lands by law conferred.  Any such sale or lease shall be subject to this easement and all 

rights granted by this easement shall be excepted from the conveyance or lease of the land and be 

reserved, and which may be canceled by the County Board in the same manner and for the same 

reason as it could have been canceled before sale or lease and in that case the rights granted thereby 

shall vest in the state in trust as the land on which it was granted was held before sale or lease. 

The Grantor shall consult with the Grantee herein prior to the granting of any easements or permits 

over the property which is the subject of this easement if such easement or permit would 

substantially conflict with the rights of the Grantee herein. 

 

 VII. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 282.04, Subd. 4, this easement may be canceled for any 

substantial breach of the terms hereof or if at any time the Itasca County Board of Commissioners 

determines the continuance of this easement conflicts with the public use of these lands or any part 

thereof by resolution of said Board after ninety (90) days written notice of its intent to terminate 

this easement, addressed to Grantee at its address as set forth herein or as subsequently modified 

by written notice from the Grantee to the Grantor. 
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 VIII. 

Grantee may, subject to such other provisions as herein contained, at its own option and at its own 

peril, allow to remain upon the premises, subsequent to the Grantee's discontinuation of the use of 

its improvements upon the easement, any below ground equipment, structures, pipes, wires, cables 

and below ground appurtenances provided that said equipment, structures, pipes, wires, cables and 

appurtenances are in conformance with all federal, state or other governmental codes, if any, or if 

no such codes exist are at least three (3’) feet below ground.   Upon discontinuation of the use of 

this easement by the Grantee and removal of above ground equipment, structures, poles, wires, 

pipes and other appurtenances erected above ground, the Grantor shall be entitled to the full use 

and enjoyment of the surface rights of said easement and the Grantor shall waive any future fees 

for the granting of this easement. 

 

 IX. 

Upon termination of this easement, the Grantee shall remove all its equipment, structures, poles, 

wires, pipes and other appurtenances located upon or above the lands described herein within one 

(1) year or as otherwise extended by the Itasca County Board of Commissioners; if such property 

is not removed within the aforesaid period of time, time being of the essence, title to all personal 

property remaining upon the premises shall vest in the Grantor, the Grantor, at its sole option may 

remove such property, restore the right of way to an environmentally sound condition and charge 

the Grantee for all expenses incurred. 

Grantee shall, upon the removal of its property, restore the right-of-way to an environmentally 

sound condition.  This may include, but is not limited to, eliminating any erosion problems and re-

establishing stable vegetative cover as acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 

 

 X. 

No delay by the Grantor in enforcing any of the conditions of this easement shall operate as a 

waiver of any of its rights. 
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 XI 

That as additional consideration for the grant of this easement, the Grantee agrees to indemnify, 

save and hold harmless the Grantor from any loss, liability, damage or cost the Grantor may incur 

due to any causes of action, claims for damage or damages sustained by the Grantee or the person 

or property of any third party as a result of the presence of the Grantee, it's use, activities including 

ingress and egress or placement of improvements and equipment upon the above described 

premises or lands adjacent thereto, including but not limited to the reasonable value of attorney's 

fees in the defense of any claims. 

A. GRANTEE agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY, its elected 
officials, officers, agents, volunteers and employees from any liability, claims, causes of 
action, judgments, damages, losses, costs or expenses, including reasonable attorney fees 
resulting directly or indirectly from any act or omission of GRANTEE, anyone directly or 
indirectly employed by them and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may be 
liable in the performance of the use and presence required by this Easement and against all 
loss by reason of failure of said GRANTEE to perform fully, in any respect, all obligations 
under this Easement. 

 
B. GRANTEE agrees at all times during the term of this Easement to have and keep in force 

insurance, either under a self-insurance program or separate insurance policy, as follows: 
 
  a. Commercial General Liability shall list Itasca County as an additional 

insured with the following insurance limits: 
            
           Limits 
 
 General Aggregate       $3,000,000 
 Products-Completed 
 Operations Aggregate $3,000,000 
 Personal and Advertising Injury $1,500,000 
 Each Occurrence: 
  Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage $1,500,000 
 
           Limits 
  b. Automobile Liability - Combined single limit each 
   occurrence for bodily injury and property damage covering 
   owned, non-owned and hired automobiles   $1,500,000 
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c. Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability:  Statutory 

Limits 
   If the Contractor is based outside the State of 
   Minnesota, coverage must apply to Minnesota 
   laws 
           Limits 
  d. Employer's Liability 
   Bodily injury by: 
   Accident - Each Accident     $500,000 
   Disease - Policy Limit      $500,000 
   Disease - Each Employee     $500,000 
 

An umbrella or excess policy over primary liability coverages is an acceptable method to 
provide the required aggregate insurance amounts. 

 
The above establishes minimum insurance requirements.  It is the sole responsibility of 
GRANTEE to determine the need for and to procure additional coverage that may be 
needed in connection with this Easement. 

 
GRANTEE shall not commence work on the Site, or otherwise occupy the Site, until it has 
obtained required insurance and filed an acceptable Certificate of Insurance with ITASCA 
COUNTY to the attention of Itasca County Land Department, c/o Land Commissioner, 
1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN 55744.  The Certificate shall: 

 
  1. List Itasca County as Certificate holder and as an additional insured with  
   respect to operations covered under the contract for all liability coverages  
   except Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability and Professional  
   Liability, if applicable; and, 
 
 2. Be amended to show that Itasca County will receive thirty (30) days written 

notice in the event of cancellation, non-renewal or material change in any 
described policies. 

 
C. GRANTEE also agrees that any contract let by GRANTEE for the performance of the work 

on the Site as provided herein shall include clauses that will: (1) require the Contractor to 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY, its elected officials, officers, 
agents and employees for any liability, claims, causes of action, losses, demands, damages, 
judgments, costs, interest, expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable attorney 
fees, witness fees and disbursements incurred in the defendant thereof) arising out of or by 
reason of the acts and/or omissions of said Contractor, its subcontractors, anyone directly 
or indirectly employed by them, and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may 
be liable for; (2) require the Contractor to provide and maintain insurance in accordance 
with the following: 
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  a. Workers' Compensation:    (Statutory Limits)  
 
   Employer's Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
   1. Bodily Injury by Accident, each accident  $500,000 
   2. Bodily Injury by Disease, policy limit  $500,000 
   3. Bodily Injury by Disease, each employee  $500,000 
 

Note: All states endorsement is required if Contractor is domiciled outside the State of 
Minnesota. 

 
  b. Commercial General and Automobile Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
   1. Commercial General Liability: 
    Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage  
     Each Occurrence Limit   $1,500,000 
     General Aggregate Limit   $3,000,000 
     Products - Completed Operations 
      Aggregate Limit   $3,000,000 
    Personal and Advertising Injury Limit  $1,500,000 
    Coverages above shall also include: 
     Premises - Operations 
     Contractual Liability (including oral and written contracts) 

Explosion, Collapse, Underground Property Damage (XCU) 
 
   2. Automobile Liability including Hired Car and Employers Non- 
    Ownership Liability: 
    Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage: 
     Each Occurrence Limit   $1,500,000 
 

The above subparagraphs establish minimum insurance requirements and it is the sole 
responsibility of GRANTEE’S Subcontractor(s) to purchase additional insurance that may 
be necessary for the project.  
 

D. GRANTEE further agrees the minimum requirements set forth above shall at all 
times be in an amount at least equal to the maximum liability of ITASCA COUNTY 
under Minn. Stat. 466.04 now or as said statute is hereafter amended or as otherwise 
required by law, statute or rule.  

 
E. In addition to any other rights contained herein ITASCA COUNTY reserves the right to 

terminate, suspend or rescind this easement if the GRANTEE is not in compliance with the 
requirements contained herein and retains all its rights thereafter to pursue any legal 
remedies against GRANTEE.  All insurance policies shall be open to inspection by 
ITASCA COUNTY upon written request. 
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F. The provisions of this section shall survive the termination of this easement in the event 

the Grantee has not removed all of the personal property the Grantee had placed upon or 
under the surface of the premises and the Grantor has not exercised its right to remove the 
property. 

 

 XII. 

This easement shall not be assignable except upon written consent of the Grantor except that the 

execution and delivery by the Grantee of a mortgage and deed of trust, with the indentures 

supplementary to the same, shall not be deemed to be an assignment of this easement or the interest 

granted hereunder in violation of the provisions of this paragraph.  Subject thereto, this easement 

shall enure to the benefit of and shall be binding upon the successors, assigns, heirs and legal 

representatives of the parties hereto. 

 

 XIII. 

Additional construction and maintenance specifications: 

A. Right-of-way construction, maintenance and associated activities must be confined to the 

stated right-of-way. Grantor agrees to grant temporary easements as are reasonably 

necessary for the purposes of construction and maintenance.  No damage or improvements 

to access roads and other areas may be done outside of the right-of-way without permission 

from the Land Commissioner. The Land Commissioner must be notified before motor 

vehicles are used off traveled roadways or on vehicle restricted County trails, or before 

heavy equipment is moved across this easement or County lands not described herein.  

Prior approval and notification is not required during emergencies.  However, the Land  

Commissioner must be notified within five (5) days of such use, damage or improvement 

to permit timely assessment of the extent of damage, if any, and to ensure proper 

reparations and repairs. 

B.   All timber, slash, rocks and similar debris left on County land must be disposed of in an 

manner acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 

C.   Organic soil material and mineral soil must be left in place on the right-of-way unless 

approved by the Land Commissioner. 
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D.   This utility line location must be signed at the property line, all angle points and at 

other locations as needed so that the distance between signs does not exceed 200 feet. 

E.   Upon completion of the right-of-way construction and utility installation, the Grantee shall 

restore the right-of-way to an environmentally sound condition.  This may include, but is 

not limited to, eliminating any erosion problems and re-establishing stable vegetative cover 

as acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 

F.   Construction and maintenance of the utility easement and system will be performed by the 

Grantee without any cost to the Grantor. 

G. Grantee must mark all survey markers within the easement prior to right of way 

construction and maintenance.  Grantee shall restore at Grantee’s expense all survey 

markers damaged by Grantee or Grantee’s contractors. 

 

 XIV 

The Grantee shall not add lines, pipes or pipelines within this easement description unless the 

Grantee shall have provided to the Grantor updated facility locations. 

 

XV 

If at any time the Grantor shall deem it necessary to make any improvements or changes on all or 

any part of the road right of way on which this utility is located, then and in such event, the Grantee 

shall within 15 days after written notice from the Grantor, or its authorized agent, proceed to alter, 

change, vacate or remove said utility from the road right of way so as to conform to said road 

changes and as directed by the Grantor.  Such work shall be done without any cost whatsoever to 

the Grantor and shall be completed within the date specified in said written notice.  The utility 

shall assume all liability and save the Grantor holder harmless from any and all claims of damage 

of any nature whatsoever occasioned by reason of not having removed said utility within the time 

specified in said notice. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County Auditor of the County of Itasca, State of Minnesota, 
has affixed his hand and seal this _______ day of __________________, 2022. 
 

 

                                   COUNTY OF ITASCA 
                                    STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

                                   by______________________________ 
                                   Itasca County Chief Deputy Auditor 
 
                                   
State of Minnesota ) 
                     ) ss 
County of Itasca     ) 
 
 
On this _______ day of ______________, 2022, before me, a notary within and for said County, 
personally appeared Debra Davis, Chief Deputy Auditor on behalf of Jeffrey T. Walker, County 
Auditor of said County, to me personally known to be the person who executed the foregoing 
instrument on behalf of said County and acknowledged that she executed the same in his official 
capacity as her free act and deed pursuant to statutes in such case made and provided and pursuant 
to authority of the Itasca County Board of Commissioners. 
 

                                         
____________________________ 

       (Notary Seal)      Notary Public            
 
 
 
 
Drafted by: Cindy Shevich, Real Estate Specialist 
     Itasca County Land Department 
     1177 LaPrairie Ave 
     Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
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ITASCA COUNTY UTILITY EASEMENT 

This easement is granted this ___ day of _________, 2022, by Itasca County on behalf of the State 

of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts, hereinafter referred to as the Grantor, to T-Mobile 

Central LLC, hereinafter referred to as the Grantee. The address of the Grantee for purposes of 

any notification required herein shall be 8000 W. 78th Street, Suite 400, Edina, MN 55439. 

RECITALS 

1. This easement is granted pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Section 282.04,

Subd. 4, which authorizes the County Auditor to grant easements upon unsold, tax-forfeited

lands.

2. The Grantee desires to obtain an easement for underground telecommunication purposes

and the Grantor desires to grant such an easement upon the property below described.

3. The Itasca County Board of Commissioners, by Board Action dated the  day of 

___________, 2022, have prescribed the terms set forth below.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and terms hereinafter set forth, the Grantor 

hereby grants unto the Grantee its heirs, successors and assigns, until terminated as hereinafter 

provided, full right and authority to enter at any time upon, across and under a strip of land 9 feet 

in width on the parcels hereinafter described, and from time to time to erect, maintain, repair, 

upgrade, rebuild, relocate, operate and patrol underground telecommunication lines, including the 

right to erect poles and other underground power line structures, wires, cables, telecommunication 

lines, pipes and any necessary appurtenances, the right to clear said strip and keep it clear from 

brush, trees, buildings and fire hazards and the right to remove dangerous trees, if any, located 

beyond the limits of said strip. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
OCTOBER 4, 2022

ITEM #5.4
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TERMS 

 I. 

The 9 foot wide easement for utility purposes over, under and across Government Lot Two (2) 

Section 4, Township 61 North, Range 24 West, of the Fourth Principal Meridian, Itasca County, 

Minnesota, lying between 0.00 feet and 9.00 feet to the right of the following described line “C”: 

Commencing at the Northwest corner of said Government Lot 2; thence South 84 degrees and 49 

minutes 57 seconds East along the North line of said Government Lot 2, a distance of 695.03 

feet; thence South 5 degrees 10 minutes 03 seconds West, a distance of 867.54 feet to the Point 

of Beginning of said Line “C”; thence North 57 degrees 49 minutes 54 seconds West, a distance 

of 20.00 feet; thence South 32 degrees 10 minutes 06 seconds West, a distance of 12.00 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as Point “A”; thence South 35 degrees 51 minutes 11 seconds West, 

a distance of 22.00 feet; thence North 86 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 

175.00 feet; thence South 19 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 20.00 feet; 

thence North 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 9.44 feet; thence 

Southwesterly a distance of 58.90 feet along a tangential curve concave to the South, having a 

radius of 125.00 feet and a central angle of 26 degrees 59 minutes 49 seconds; thence South 63 

degrees 00 minutes 11 seconds West tangent to the last described curve, a distance of 101.12 

feet; thence Westerly, a distance of 42.60 feet along a tangential curve concave to the North, 

having a radius of 55.00 feet and a central angle of 44 degrees 22 minutes 50 seconds to the 

Easterly right of way line of Bass Lake Campground Road and said Line “C” there terminating.  

The sideline of said easement shall be shortened or lengthened to terminate at said easterly right 

of way line of Bass Lake Campground Road.  

Together with a 9.00 foot wide easement for utility purposes over, under and across said 

Government Lot 2, the centerline of said easement is described as follows:  

Beginning at the previously described Point “A”; thence North 57 degrees 49 minutes 54 seconds 

West, a distance of 22.00 feet; thence South 32 degrees 10 minutes 06 seconds West, a distance 

of 7.00 feet and said centerline there terminating.  

*NOTE: The attached survey describes a 5.00 foot wide utility easement. However, for purposes 

of this utility easement located over and across tax forfeit property, a 9.00 foot wide easement is 

granted.  
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DISCLAIMER: Itasca County is relying on ownership information and easement legal 

descriptions provided by the Grantee.  The easement rights conveyed by this document are limited 

to parcels owned by the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing districts.  Itasca County makes 

no warranties as to the ownership of the parcels crossed by this easement and assumes no liability 

for any errors or costs for corrections in that regard. 

  

II. 

The Grantee shall comply with the Policy of Itasca County as the same is in effect as of the date 

of this easement and as hereinafter amended concerning the mapping and documentation of 

description of easements upon tax-forfeited lands and shall provide a written legal description and 

maps of the location of the "as built" easement centerline as set forth in the Policy. 

 

 III. 

The Grantee, before entering upon the premises for construction purposes, shall pay to the Grantor 

the sum equal to the current market value of the easement. This amount of One Hundred Twenty-

three dollars ($123.00) is consideration for the granting of this easement.  This fee is to be 

determined in accordance with the fee policy that is established by the Itasca County Board of 

Commissioners.  

The Grantee may clear and keep cleared said strip of trees and brush and as progress is made 

therein the Grantor shall be advised and shall cause the timber to be scaled and the Grantee shall 

pay the Grantor for such existing timber, and tree reproduction, a price to be determined by the 

Itasca County Land Commissioner.  The Grantee shall also compensate the Grantor for the value 

of dangerous trees which may from time to time be removed beyond the limits of this easement. 

 

IV. 

The Grantee shall comply with all laws, regulations and municipal ordinances affecting said lands, 

Grantee's activities upon said lands or the area in which they are situated.  The Grantee shall keep 

said strip in a neat and orderly condition and shall remove all refuse and debris that may 

accumulate as a result of Grantee's or the Grantee's Contractor's use thereof.  Nothing herein shall 
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require the Grantee to remove refuse and debris unlawfully deposited by a third party.  The Grantee 

shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent and suppress forest fires.  The Grantee shall  

compensate the Grantor for any damages resulting from the improper use of said strip by the 

Grantee or damages to adjoining lands in gaining access thereto or egress therefrom.  

 

 V. 

The Grantee shall pay when due all taxes and assessments levied against the easement granted 

herein or the improvements thereon. 

 

 VI. 

Nothing herein shall alter, limit, modify or restrict the authority of the County to sell or lease tax 

forfeited lands by law conferred.  Any such sale or lease shall be subject to this easement and all 

rights granted by this easement shall be excepted from the conveyance or lease of the land and be 

reserved, and which may be canceled by the County Board in the same manner and for the same 

reason as it could have been canceled before sale or lease and in that case the rights granted thereby 

shall vest in the state in trust as the land on which it was granted was held before sale or lease. 

The Grantor shall consult with the Grantee herein prior to the granting of any easements or permits 

over the property which is the subject of this easement if such easement or permit would 

substantially conflict with the rights of the Grantee herein. 

 

 VII. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 282.04, Subd. 4, this easement may be canceled for any 

substantial breach of the terms hereof or if at any time the Itasca County Board of Commissioners 

determines the continuance of this easement conflicts with the public use of these lands or any part 

thereof by resolution of said Board after ninety (90) days written notice of its intent to terminate 

this easement, addressed to Grantee at its address as set forth herein or as subsequently modified 

by written notice from the Grantee to the Grantor. 
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 VIII. 

Grantee may, subject to such other provisions as herein contained, at its own option and at its own 

peril, allow to remain upon the premises, subsequent to the Grantee's discontinuation of the use of 

its improvements upon the easement, any below ground equipment, structures, pipes, wires, cables 

and below ground appurtenances provided that said equipment, structures, pipes, wires, cables and 

appurtenances are in conformance with all federal, state or other governmental codes, if any, or if 

no such codes exist are at least three (3’) feet below ground.   Upon discontinuation of the use of 

this easement by the Grantee and removal of above ground equipment, structures, poles, wires, 

pipes and other appurtenances erected above ground, the Grantor shall be entitled to the full use 

and enjoyment of the surface rights of said easement and the Grantor shall waive any future fees 

for the granting of this easement. 

 

 IX. 

Upon termination of this easement, the Grantee shall remove all its equipment, structures, poles, 

wires, pipes and other appurtenances located upon or above the lands described herein within one 

(1) year or as otherwise extended by the Itasca County Board of Commissioners; if such property 

is not removed within the aforesaid period of time, time being of the essence, title to all personal 

property remaining upon the premises shall vest in the Grantor, the Grantor, at its sole option may 

remove such property, restore the right of way to an environmentally sound condition and charge 

the Grantee for all expenses incurred. 

Grantee shall, upon the removal of its property, restore the right-of-way to an environmentally 

sound condition.  This may include, but is not limited to, eliminating any erosion problems and re-

establishing stable vegetative cover as acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 

 

 X. 

No delay by the Grantor in enforcing any of the conditions of this easement shall operate as a 

waiver of any of its rights. 
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 XI 

That as additional consideration for the grant of this easement, the Grantee agrees to indemnify, 

save and hold harmless the Grantor from any loss, liability, damage or cost the Grantor may incur 

due to any causes of action, claims for damage or damages sustained by the Grantee or the person 

or property of any third party as a result of the presence of the Grantee, it's use, activities including 

ingress and egress or placement of improvements and equipment upon the above described 

premises or lands adjacent thereto, including but not limited to the reasonable value of attorney's 

fees in the defense of any claims. 

A. GRANTEE agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY, its elected 
officials, officers, agents, volunteers and employees from any liability, claims, causes of 
action, judgments, damages, losses, costs or expenses, including reasonable attorney fees 
resulting directly or indirectly from any act or omission of GRANTEE, anyone directly or 
indirectly employed by them and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may be 
liable in the performance of the use and presence required by this Easement and against all 
loss by reason of failure of said GRANTEE to perform fully, in any respect, all obligations 
under this Easement. 

 
B. GRANTEE agrees at all times during the term of this Easement to have and keep in force 

insurance, either under a self-insurance program or separate insurance policy, as follows: 
 
  a. Commercial General Liability shall list Itasca County as an additional 

insured with the following insurance limits: 
            
           Limits 
 
 General Aggregate       $3,000,000 
 Products-Completed 
 Operations Aggregate $3,000,000 
 Personal and Advertising Injury $1,500,000 
 Each Occurrence: 
  Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage $1,500,000 
 
           Limits 
  b. Automobile Liability - Combined single limit each 
   occurrence for bodily injury and property damage covering 
   owned, non-owned and hired automobiles   $1,500,000 
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c. Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability:  Statutory 
Limits 

   If the Contractor is based outside the State of 
   Minnesota, coverage must apply to Minnesota 
   laws 
           Limits 
  d. Employer's Liability 
   Bodily injury by: 
   Accident - Each Accident     $500,000 
   Disease - Policy Limit      $500,000 
   Disease - Each Employee     $500,000 
 

An umbrella or excess policy over primary liability coverages is an acceptable method to 
provide the required aggregate insurance amounts. 

 
The above establishes minimum insurance requirements.  It is the sole responsibility of 
GRANTEE to determine the need for and to procure additional coverage that may be 
needed in connection with this Easement. 

 
GRANTEE shall not commence work on the Site, or otherwise occupy the Site, until it has 
obtained required insurance and filed an acceptable Certificate of Insurance with ITASCA 
COUNTY to the attention of Itasca County Land Department, c/o Land Commissioner, 
1177 LaPrairie Avenue, Grand Rapids, MN 55744.  The Certificate shall: 

 
  1. List Itasca County as Certificate holder and as an additional insured with  
   respect to operations covered under the contract for all liability coverages  
   except Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability and Professional  
   Liability, if applicable; and, 
 
 2. Be amended to show that Itasca County will receive thirty (30) days written 

notice in the event of cancellation, non-renewal or material change in any 
described policies. 

 
C. GRANTEE also agrees that any contract let by GRANTEE for the performance of the work 

on the Site as provided herein shall include clauses that will: (1) require the Contractor to 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless ITASCA COUNTY, its elected officials, officers, 
agents and employees for any liability, claims, causes of action, losses, demands, damages, 
judgments, costs, interest, expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable attorney 
fees, witness fees and disbursements incurred in the defendant thereof) arising out of or by 
reason of the acts and/or omissions of said Contractor, its subcontractors, anyone directly 
or indirectly employed by them, and/or anyone for whose acts and/or omissions they may 
be liable for; (2) require the Contractor to provide and maintain insurance in accordance 
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with the following: 
 
 
  a. Workers' Compensation:    (Statutory Limits)  
 
   Employer's Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
   1. Bodily Injury by Accident, each accident  $500,000 
   2. Bodily Injury by Disease, policy limit  $500,000 
   3. Bodily Injury by Disease, each employee  $500,000 
 

Note: All states endorsement is required if Contractor is domiciled outside the State of 
Minnesota. 

 
  b. Commercial General and Automobile Liability Insurance: 
           Limits 
   1. Commercial General Liability: 
    Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage  
     Each Occurrence Limit   $1,500,000 
     General Aggregate Limit   $3,000,000 
     Products - Completed Operations 
      Aggregate Limit   $3,000,000 
    Personal and Advertising Injury Limit  $1,500,000 
    Coverages above shall also include: 
     Premises - Operations 
     Contractual Liability (including oral and written contracts) 

Explosion, Collapse, Underground Property Damage (XCU) 
 
   2. Automobile Liability including Hired Car and Employers Non- 
    Ownership Liability: 
    Combined Bodily Injury and Property Damage: 
     Each Occurrence Limit   $1,500,000 
 

The above subparagraphs establish minimum insurance requirements and it is the sole 
responsibility of GRANTEE’S Subcontractor(s) to purchase additional insurance that may 
be necessary for the project.  
 

D. GRANTEE further agrees the minimum requirements set forth above shall at all 
times be in an amount at least equal to the maximum liability of ITASCA COUNTY 
under Minn. Stat. 466.04 now or as said statute is hereafter amended or as otherwise 
required by law, statute or rule.  

 
E. In addition to any other rights contained herein ITASCA COUNTY reserves the right to 

terminate, suspend or rescind this easement if the GRANTEE is not in compliance with the 
requirements contained herein and retains all its rights thereafter to pursue any legal 
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remedies against GRANTEE.  All insurance policies shall be open to inspection by 
ITASCA COUNTY upon written request. 

 
F. The provisions of this section shall survive the termination of this easement in the event 

the Grantee has not removed all of the personal property the Grantee had placed upon or 
under the surface of the premises and the Grantor has not exercised its right to remove the 
property. 

 

 XII. 

This easement shall not be assignable except upon written consent of the Grantor except that the 

execution and delivery by the Grantee of a mortgage and deed of trust, with the indentures 

supplementary to the same, shall not be deemed to be an assignment of this easement or the interest 

granted hereunder in violation of the provisions of this paragraph.  Subject thereto, this easement 

shall enure to the benefit of and shall be binding upon the successors, assigns, heirs and legal 

representatives of the parties hereto. 

 

 XIII. 

Additional construction and maintenance specifications: 

A. Right-of-way construction, maintenance and associated activities must be confined to the 

stated right-of-way. Grantor agrees to grant temporary easements as are reasonably 

necessary for the purposes of construction and maintenance.  No damage or improvements 

to access roads and other areas may be done outside of the right-of-way without permission 

from the Land Commissioner. The Land Commissioner must be notified before motor 

vehicles are used off traveled roadways or on vehicle restricted County trails, or before 

heavy equipment is moved across this easement or County lands not described herein.  

Prior approval and notification is not required during emergencies.  However, the Land  

Commissioner must be notified within five (5) days of such use, damage or improvement 

to permit timely assessment of the extent of damage, if any, and to ensure proper 

reparations and repairs. 

B.   All timber, slash, rocks and similar debris left on County land must be disposed of in an 

manner acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 
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C.   Organic soil material and mineral soil must be left in place on the right-of-way unless 

approved by the Land Commissioner. 

D.   This utility line location must be signed at the property line, all angle points and at 

other locations as needed so that the distance between signs does not exceed 200 feet. 

E.   Upon completion of the right-of-way construction and utility installation, the Grantee shall 

restore the right-of-way to an environmentally sound condition.  This may include, but is 

not limited to, eliminating any erosion problems and re-establishing stable vegetative cover 

as acceptable to the Land Commissioner. 

F.   Construction and maintenance of the utility easement and system will be performed by the 

Grantee without any cost to the Grantor. 

G. Grantee must mark all survey markers within the easement prior to right of way 

construction and maintenance.  Grantee shall restore at Grantee’s expense all survey 

markers damaged by Grantee or Grantee’s contractors. 

 

 XIV 

The Grantee shall not add lines, pipes or pipelines within this easement description unless the 

Grantee shall have provided to the Grantor updated facility locations. 

 

XV 

If at any time the Grantor shall deem it necessary to make any improvements or changes on all or 

any part of the road right of way on which this utility is located, then and in such event, the Grantee 

shall within 15 days after written notice from the Grantor, or its authorized agent, proceed to alter, 

change, vacate or remove said utility from the road right of way so as to conform to said road 

changes and as directed by the Grantor.  Such work shall be done without any cost whatsoever to 

the Grantor and shall be completed within the date specified in said written notice.  The utility 

shall assume all liability and save the Grantor holder harmless from any and all claims of damage 

of any nature whatsoever occasioned by reason of not having removed said utility within the time 

specified in said notice. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County Auditor of the County of Itasca, State of Minnesota, 
has affixed his hand and seal this _______ day of __________________, 2022. 
 

 

                                   COUNTY OF ITASCA 
                                    STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

                                   by______________________________ 
                                   Itasca County Chief Deputy Auditor 
 
                                   
State of Minnesota ) 
                     ) ss 
County of Itasca     ) 
 
 
On this _______ day of ______________, 2022, before me, a notary within and for said County, 
personally appeared Debra Davis, Chief Deputy Auditor on behalf of Jeffrey T. Walker, County 
Auditor of said County, to me personally known to be the person who executed the foregoing 
instrument on behalf of said County and acknowledged that she executed the same in his official 
capacity as her free act and deed pursuant to statutes in such case made and provided and pursuant 
to authority of the Itasca County Board of Commissioners. 
 

                                         
____________________________ 

       (Notary Seal)      Notary Public            
 
 
 
 
Drafted by: Cindy Shevich, Real Estate Specialist 
     Itasca County Land Department 
     1177 LaPrairie Ave 
     Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

V.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2605 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sara Thompson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Schedule Public Meeting Re: Keewatin Trail Runners New ATV Trail Proposal  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
Schedule a public meeting on Tuesday, November 1st, 2022, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Keewatin City 
Hall to present the Keewatin Trail Runners new ATV Trail proposal. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Keewatin Trail Runners have been working with the Itasca County Land Department on 
establishing a new connection from the City of Keewatin to the Alborn Grade utilizing the Pathblazer's 
Snowmobile trail south connecting to the Alborn Grade..  They will be requesting support for 
sponsorship from Itasca County for the proposed ATV trail following the public meeting.  The public 
meeting will allow the club and county to present maps and the project proposal to the surrounding 
residents, townships, and communities. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: n/a 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
* amended during approval of agenda from Wednesday, November 2, 2022 to Tuesday, November 
1, 2022 
 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.1.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2198 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 10 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Chair 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Citizen Input  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive Citizen Input 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Itasca County Board of Commissioners encourages citizen input. Each citizen will be allowed to 
address the County Board one time for up to three (3) minutes in length. Comments should be 
directed to the Board as a body. When addressing the Board, please state your name and address 
for the record. The Board will take all information under advisement. As part of County Board 
protocol, it is unacceptable for any speaker to slander or engage in character assassination at a 
County Board meeting. In addition, no political grandstanding, candidate endorsement, or other 
attempts to influence the outcome of an election shall be permitted. Any violation of the above 
statement shall result in the loss of your remaining time. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  

RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 



Page | 1 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.2.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2604 

  
DEPARTMENT: Human Resources TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Brett Skyles 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Recognition of County Employees  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
To recognize those employees who have either experienced a job change, given notice of leaving 
employment, received commendation, or to welcome any new employees. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  

 Farewell to Al Rudquist whose last day as Engineering Technician III, Transportation Department, will be 
October 14, 2022 after nearly 14 years of service. 
  

 Welcome to new employee Danielle Larson, Health Plan Compliance Coordinator, IMCare Division of 
Health & Human Services Department, effective October 3, 2022. 
  

 Welcome to new employee Carol Gillson, Assessment Technician, Assessor’s Department, effective 
October 3, 2022. 
  

 Welcome to new employee, Matt Huebscher, Assessor/Appraiser I, Assessor’s Department, effective 
October 3, 2022. 
  

 Farewell to Ronda Patton whose last day as Managed Care Nurse, IMCare Division of Health & Human 
Services Department, will be October 17, 2022 after 1+ years of service. 

  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  

RESULT: INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION TAKEN 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.3.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2155 

  
DEPARTMENT: Auditor / Treasurer TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Gail Guck 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Commissioner Warrants  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve Commissioner Warrants with a check date of October 14, 2022, in the amount of 
$2,381,858.25. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 N/A 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 



Page | 1 

 

ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.4.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2578 

  
DEPARTMENT: Administrative Services TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Rebecca Rasmussen 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Lights On Afterschool Proclamation  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt the Resolution Re: Keeping the Lights On After School Proclamation, which proclaims October 
20, 2022 as Lights on Afterschool in Itasca County, in cooperation with the national celebration of 
promoting the importance of quality afterschool programs for our children, families, and communities. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 



 ITASCA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Itasca County Courthouse 
123 NE 4th Street 

Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
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RESOLUTION 2022-63 
  

RE: KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON AFTER SCHOOL PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the Itasca County Board of Commissioners stands firmly committed to quality 
afterschool programs and opportunities because they: 
 
Provide safe, challenging, and engaging learning experiences that help children develop social, 
emotional, physical and academic skills; 
 
Support working families by ensuring their children are safe and productive after the regular school 
day ends; 
 
Build stronger communities by involving students, parents, business leaders and adult volunteers in 
the lives of young people, thereby promoting positive relationships among youth, families and adults; 
and 
 
Engage families, schools and community partners in advancing the welfare of our children; and 
 
WHEREAS,  during the COVID-19 pandemic, afterschool programs have risen to the moment to 
support youth, and are critical supports to help youth recover from this challenging time and address 
their academic, social, and emotional needs.  Afterschool programs provide engaging, hands-on 
learning and opportunities to connect with caring adults and peers.  During the pandemic, programs 
have innovated to provide remote learning support, virtual programming, care for children of essential 
workers, meal support, wellness checki-ins, and more.  Today, programs are supporting young 
people and families as they navigate the return to school and will continue to innovate to meet ever-
changing needs. 
 
WHEREAS, Itasca Networks for Youth has provided significant leadership in the area of community 
involvement in the education and well-being of our youth, grounded in the principle that quality 
afterschool programs are key to helping our children become successful adults; and 
  
WHEREAS,  Lights On Afterschool, the national celebration of afterschool programs held this year 
on October 20, 2022 promotes the importance of quality afterschool programs in the lives of 
children, families and communities; and 
  
WHEREAS, more than 28 million children in the U.S. have parents who work outside the home, and 
7.7 million children have no place to go after school; and 
 
WHEREAS, many afterschool programs across the country are facing funding shortfalls so severe 
that they are being forced to close their doors and turn off their lights; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners urges the citizens 
of Itasca County to ensure that every child has access to a safe, engaging place where the lights are 
on after school; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Itasca County Board of Commissioners enthusiastically 
endorses Lights On Afterschool and is committed to innovative afterschool programs and activities 
that ensure that the lights stay on and the doors stay open for all children after school. 
  
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 

 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 Office of County Administrator 
 ss. County of Itasca 
  
              I, BRETT SKYLES, Administrator of the County of Itasca, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original 
resolution filed in my office on the 11th day of October A.D. 2022 and that the same is a true and correct copy of the whole thereof. 
  
             WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, this 11th day of October A.D. 2022. 

  
 

  Administrator 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.5.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2571 

  
DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services TIME REQUESTED: 15 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Greg Stoltz 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Public Hearing on New Canister Site South  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve New Canister Site South 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 Itasca County Environmental Services Department would like to open up a Canister Site on parcel 
08-031-2100. The County Board has asked to have a public hearing so that residents of that area 
can give their opinion on the idea. If approved, work on the site would begin this fall with an 
anticipated opening in early spring 2023. 
The County Board would also need to give this site a name.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: No 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Blackberry Support Letter 
2. ClosestCanisterSitefromAddresses 
3. South Site 2022.10.5 
4. ADDL INFO Wiens Communication 
5. ADDL INFO Anderson Communication 
  
Motion To: Approve a new Canister Site South located on parcel 08-031-2400. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 
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From: CarQuest <carquestgr@mchsi.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 2:54 PM 
To: Greg Stoltz <Greg.Stoltz@co.itasca.mn.us> 
Cc: Burl Ives <Burl.Ives@co.itasca.mn.us> 
Subject: New canister Site Location 

Sirs, 

We are writing in regards to a letter that was shared with us regarding the possibility of putting a 
Canister Site on Danson Road. 
We live only a few miles from this proposed site yet we did not receive such notice.  It seems to us a 
broader notification on 
This would be appropriate before any decisions are made. 

We are not in favor of this location being used in this manner for a number of reasons. 
1. This location seems obscure.  This location is going to be miles out of the way for most users.
2. This is a narrow, curvy road not designed for higher traffic.  There are not adequate shoulders

and vegetation is very close to the road.
3. This area is dense with wildlife mainly due to the reasons mentioned above.  We

encounter  deer most of the time that we drive this road which we do frequently as we live very
close by and have family on Danson.  People who do not live there will not be aware to drive
with caution.

4. This area is a recreational area and should not be subject to garbage collection and the
increased traffic it will bring.   The area is frequently used for walking, horseback
riding,  biking,  cross country skiing, snow shoeing,  four  wheeling and hunting. It should be left
alone.

Please reconsider the location of a canister site somewhere other than Danson Road.  We understand 
the need for such a site on the east side of Grand Rapids but feel something on Highway 2,  River Road, 
or 991 would be much more accessible and logical with a more central location. 

We can be reached at the number below should you care to discuss the matter further. 

Thank you. 

Greg & Julie Wiens 
28836 Sunny Beach Rd 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
218-327-9566
Owner
Triangle Equipment, Inc. 
Dba: CARQUEST Auto Parts 
420 NE 4th St 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
W:  218-326-3451 
C:   218-360-2138 
F:   218-326-8941 
carquestgr@mchsi.com 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
OCTOBER 11, 2022

ITEM #6.5

mailto:carquestgr@mchsi.com
mailto:Greg.Stoltz@co.itasca.mn.us
mailto:Burl.Ives@co.itasca.mn.us
mailto:carquestgr@mchsi.com
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.6.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2593 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Kory Cease 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Specification & Guidelines  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve updated Itasca County Timber Sale Policy and Itasca County Timber Sale Specifications 
and Guidelines. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
The Land Department has updated and combined multiple county policies, specifications and 
guidelines related to the sale and administration of county timber permits. The updated timber sale 
policy combines five separate past timber permit related policies for easier user access. The Land 
Department conducted a logger survey, had an open comment period and held logger meetings on 
the updated policy. The draft timber sale policy has been posted on the county website for the past 3 
months as well.  
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Itasca County Timber Sale Policy_October 2022 
2. Itasca County Timber Sale Specifications Guidelines_October 2022 
3. Itasca County Timber Sale Policy_2022 Update 
  
10/04/2022 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR REGULAR     NEXT:  10/11/2022 2:30 PM 

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Snyder, Leo Trunt 



ITASCA COUNTY TIMBER SALE POLICY 
 
 

I. Sale of Timber Permits 
A. General Timber Auction Terms. 

1. Minimum down payment is a non-refundable 15% of the appraised value as 
defined in MN Statute 282.04 subd. 1(b), of which 10% will be held as a 
performance bond and 5% as stumpage advance.  

2. Performance bond will be refunded upon satisfactory completion of the sale 
conditions. 

3. A permit to cut and remove the timber from the land will be issued to the 
purchaser in whose name the bid is made. 

4. Duration of sales is three logging seasons unless otherwise stated.  
5. One regular extension may be granted for a period not to exceed one year upon 

payment of 10% of the uncut “bid-up value” balance applied as a stumpage 
payment.  Minimum extension fee shall be $200.   

6. Additional extensions may only be granted in the case of hardship. (See section II) 
7. Balance of permit stumpage bid-up value must be paid in full before logging 

begins (except as found in A.9.).  
8. Upon written request by the permit holder, stumpage payments described in A.7. 

may be refunded only if no cutting has taken place on the permit and if refunded 
within the same calendar year as the stumpage payment was received.   

9. Balance of permit stumpage bid up value may be secured as specified under 
Section IV: “Security Policy for Land Department Timber Permits”. 

10. Eligible bidders must do the following prior to being able to bid at Itasca County 
timber auctions: 

a. Complete a one-time Itasca County Affidavit of Compliance (Exhibit 1).   
b. Be listed on the Minnesota DNR Qualified Purchasers List in good standing as 

provided for in Minnesota Statute 90.145.  
11. No bidder can act in any capacity of behalf of a non-qualifying operation for the 

purpose of procuring rights to purchasing timber from Itasca County. 
12. No bid will be accepted from any operation having a delinquent or uncollectible 

timber sale account or a pending timber trespass with a state, federal, or other 
county agency. 

13. Violation of eligibility limits will result in loss of down payment and/or triple 
stumpage prices of permit and/or loss of privilege to purchase stumpage from 
Itasca County. 

14. Bidders are responsible to know and comply with all regulations and eligibility 
limits.  

15. It is the responsibility of the bidder to arrange and secure access to permits. 
16.  It is the responsibility of the bidder to examine permit sites and understand 

cutting regulations on each site.  Submission of bid reflects bidder has inspected 
the sale and is able to complete the contract as presented at the price bid and 
agreed upon.  
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17. Appraised timber included as a bid species to be sold at public auction will include 
a 15% market reduction adjustment.  

18. Oral auction bidding will be in increments of not less than two percent.  
19. Timber will be sold to the highest eligible bidder at not less than the appraised 

value listed on the timber appraisal. The resulting bid up percent will be applied 
to species subject to bid within the auction tract. 

20. Itasca County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids. 
21. In matters under dispute, final administrative decision will be made by Land 

Commissioner, which may be formally appealed to the County Board according to 
the appeal process described in Section VI of the “Itasca County Timber Sale 
Specifications & Guidelines”. 

22. Tracts not sold at public auction may be available over-the-counter at the 
appraised value subject to their original auction permit terms on a first-come 
basis until withdrawn from sale.  

B.  Regular Timber Auction Terms 
1. No limit on the size nor the number of permits that may be held by an operation.  
2. Approximately 60% of the timber permits offered annually will be offered at 

regular auction.  
3. Regular tracts are transferable upon written approval of Land Commissioner. 

C.  Intermediate Timber Auction Terms 
1. Limited to bidders having 30 or fewer employees. For the purposes of this clause, 

"employee" means an individual working in the timber or wood products industry 
for salary or wages on a full-time or part-time basis. 

2. Each bidder, including their affiliates (as defined by section G.1.), may have no 
more than four permits purchased through intermediate auction sale in 
possession at any time. 

3. Size of sales to be approximately 1000 cords or less. 
4. Approximately 40% of the timber permits offered annually will be offered at 

intermediate auction.  
5. Intermediate tracts are non-transferable except in the case of a hardship or when 

it is in the best interest of the county as determined by Land Commissioner. 
6. Each bidder, including their affiliates, may purchase only one sale in the first 

round of bidding.  A bidder may purchase more than one sale in the second round 
of bidding but may not exceed the possession limit of four intermediate permits.   

7. At the discretion of the county, unsold intermediate tracts may be offered at 
regular auction or over-the-counter on a first-come basis for the appraised value, 
subject to their original terms, but not counted toward the intermediate auction 
permit limit of four. 

D. Sealed Bid Auction Terms 
1. All sealed bid forms and guarantee bid bonds must be received at the Itasca 

County Land Department by deadline listed in Notice of Terms. Forms which are 
not legible or incomplete will be withdrawn from auction.   

2. A $300 guarantee bid bond must be submitted with sealed bid.  One guarantee bid 
bond will cover all bid tracts and will be returned by mail to non-successful 
bidders.  Successful bidders will have the guarantee bid bond applied to the 
advance payment on the first tract awarded.  Forfeiture of any successful bid tract 
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will result in the loss of guarantee bid bond and will not be applied to any other 
tracts as advance payment.  Itasca County reserves the right to require cashier or 
certified checks from any bidder. 

3. Failure to make any down payments by deadline listed in Notice of Terms will 
result in the forfeiture of tracts awarded and guarantee bid bond. 

4. Sealed bid auctions shall only offer Regular Auction timber sales. 
5. Sealed bid auctions will be offered at the discretion of the county. 

E. Informal (Section One) Timber Permit Terms 
1. Informal sale of timber will be made for management purposes only.  Examples 

include small, isolated stands adjacent to other ownership, small sales requiring 
special logging care, salvage sales, firewood sales, fence line sales, right of way 
sales and any minor sale deemed appropriate by the county. 

2. Size of informal sales shall not exceed the 500 cord limit or as defined in MN 
Statute 282.04 subdivision 1(c) and no operation may hold more than two active 
informal sales at any one time.  

3. Duration of sales will be one year unless otherwise stated. 
4. At the discretion of the county, one regular extension may be granted for a period 

not to exceed one year upon nonrefundable payment of 10% of the uncut balance.  
Minimum extension fee is $200. 

5. Payment of full permit stumpage value is required at time of sale. 
6. Performance bond of 10% the appraised value is required at the time of sale or 

$200, whichever is greater. 
F. Receipt Sale Timber Permit Terms  

1. Receipt sale of timber will be made for management purposes only as determined 
by the county.  

2. Total stumpage value of sale shall be $200 or less. 
3. Payment of full permit stumpage value is required at time of sale. 
4. Duration of sales shall be no longer than one year. 
5. No extensions shall be made available.  

G. Definitions. 
1. As defined in MN Statute 90.01:  

a. Affiliate – a person who controls, is controlled by, or is under common 
control with any other person, including, without limitation, a partner, 
business entity with common ownership, or principal of any business entity 
or a subsidiary, parent company, or holding company of any person; or a 
person who bids as a representative for another person.  

b. Responsible bidder –  a person or affiliate of a person who is financially 
responsible; demonstrates the judgment, skill, ability, capacity, and integrity 
requisite and necessary to perform according to the terms of a permit issued 
under this chapter; and is not currently debarred by a government entity for 
any cause. 

2. Delinquent – a 60-day overdue account beyond the interest-free grace period. 
3. Good standing – An operation which has no delinquent bills or permit non-

compliance with the county or state. 
4. Hardship – means a death, illness or other calamity directly affecting production 

of the operation, or dissolvement of the operation. 
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5. Operation – means a person, partnership or company legally operating on a 
timber permit. 

6. Partnership – Any two or more individuals sharing in or having the right to share 
in any portion of the proceeds of the business shall be considered one operation.  
Example:  Independent or custom haulers are not considered partners because 
they haul for a number of different operations and do not share in ownership. 

 
II. Timber Permit Extensions 

A. Catastrophic Events. 
1.  Purpose: Catastrophic events include but are not limited to events such as 

windstorms and insect or disease outbreaks resulting in loss of substantial 
volumes of timber. The purpose of a catastrophic event extension is to salvage 
such timber products in a timely manner before they deteriorate, to reduce 
wildland fuels and fire hazards, to promote natural regeneration and improve 
visual quality of the affected area . 

2.  Policy: Land Commissioner may grant a one year extension without charge on 
timber permits due to catastrophic events, damaged or not, if the permit holder is  
salvaging catastrophically damaged timber tracts from any ownership. These 
extensions are subject to the following conditions: 

a. Permit holder must request the extension in writing prior to when the 
requested permit expires. Request must include copies of damaged timber 
permits that were logged, number of cords, permit administrator, permit 
administrator's telephone number, and which tracts the permit holder wants 
to extend. 

b. Assistant Land Commissioner reviews request and makes recommendation 
to Land Commissioner. 

c. Damaged timber tracts must be harvested within 1 year prior to when the 
permit requested for extension expires. 

d. Volume of the damaged timber tract must be substantially equal to or 
greater than the volume of the permits requested for extension and cannot 
already have been used for a free extension on any ownership. 

e. Land Commissioner also has the option to remove extended intermediate 
sale permits from the intermediate sale permit quota for that permit holder. 

f. Extensions on Itasca County permits are not to exceed one year. 
g. Catastrophic events are determined as assessed by the county. 

B.  Hardship Extensions. 
1. Lack of Frost. Expiring timber permits which cannot be logged due to lack of frost 

on the permit area may be extended one year without charge at the discretion of 
the county when the following conditions are met: 

a. Insufficient freezing of the access road subject to the following conditions:     
(i) Access roads were cleared of snow in December and kept that way until 
March and, (ii) the permit holder made a good faith effort to use the road in 
late winter but was unsuccessful due to lack of frost. 
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b. If permit holder attempted to harvest the permit area within a reasonable 
timetable in the season but was shut down by the District Forester because 
of possible site damage due to lack of frost. 

c. If no attempt is made to freeze down the access road and log the permit area 
on permits requiring frozen conditions but  there has been an unusually 
warm winter or unusually early break up. 

d. Permit holder must request a hardship extension in writing. Lack of frost 
hardship requests will be reviewed annually by the county after March 1. 

2. Unforeseen and Significant Reduction in Timber Markets. 
a. When such conditions are determined by the county to exist, one additional 

one-year regular extension may be granted on expiring timber permits at the 
discretion of the county. 

b. Timber market conditions are determined as assessed by the county. 
 
III. Indemnification and Insurance Requirements for Timber Sale and Earthen 

Materials Contracts. 
A. All timber sale and earthen material contracts requiring tort liability insurance shall 

be subject to the Itasca County Indemnification and Insurance Policy dated April 27, 
2010. 

B. Indemnification and insurance requirements include but are not limited to contract 
indemnification statements as approved by the Itasca County Attorney and worker's 
compensation insurance at State of Minnesota statutory limits. 

C. Insurance limits shall include the following reduced minimum insurance 
requirements established June 22, 2010 (Exhibit 2): 
1. A Proof of Insurance Certificate in the amount currently purchased by the contract 

holder or its subcontractors but not less than $300,000 per individual claim and 
$1,000,000 for any number of claims arising out of a single occurrence naming 
Itasca County as additional insured; and 

2. Business/commercial auto liability insurance in the amount of $500,000 
combined single limit naming Itasca County as additional insured; and  

3. A signed and current Workers Compensation Certificate of Compliance on file 
(Exhibit 3) or current Insurance Certificate of Workers Compensation and 
Employer’s Liability at $500,000 each accident, $500,000 Disease -Policy Limit, 
and $500,000 Disease -Each Employee.  

 
 
IV.  Security Policy for Timber Sale Permits. 

A. Minnesota Statute 282.04 Subd. 1 (j) authorizes Itasca County to accept an 
irrevocable bank letter of credit in the amount equal to any payment or deposit 
required for the selling of timber on tax-forfeited lands as specified in subd. 1 (b).  

B. Itasca County accepts irrevocable bank letters of credit (LOC) as security for timber 
permits. The 15% down payment of the bid up appraised value (due at the time of 
sale) must be paid for in cash, not by LOC. Any additional charges, such as 
performance bonds, must also only be paid for in cash, and not by LOC. 
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C. Within five (5) business days prior to beginning sale operations, the timber permit 
holder has the option to furnish security by LOC for the full timber permit stumpage 
value. 

D. No harvesting is permitted until payment is received or proper security has been 
furnished for the entire bid up stumpage value on the permit.  

E. Should the permit holder default on the sale under the LOC option prior to when 
logging begins, the permit holder shall, at a minimum, lose the 15% down payment as 
a penalty for not completing the contract.  

F. Additionally, the permit holder may be liable for costs and losses incurred by Itasca 
County on that sale in excess of the 15% down payment. Costs and losses to Itasca 
County may include but are not limited to: interest, extensions, decreases in 
stumpage value upon resale of the timber, additional permit layout and 
administrative costs required for re-sale, and loss of timber merchantability due to 
blowdown or disease after the sale has forfeited to Itasca County until the sale is re-
offered and harvested.  

G. The county will not allow the transfer of the LOC to any other timber permit, and no 
extensions shall be granted to a timber permit using LOC as security unless the 
expiration date of the LOC is also extended by the issuing financial institution. 

H. If a LOC is provided, the county may periodically allow the LOC to be reduced by an 
amount proportionate to the value of timber that has been harvested and for which 
the county has received payment, at the written request of the permit holder. The 
remaining amount of the LOC must not be less than 20 percent of the value of the 
timber purchased in the permit.  

I. Itasca County will only accept a letter of credit that is issued by one of the following 
eligible issuing financial institutions: 
1. A bank that is a member of the Federal Reserve System or insured by the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
2. A savings and loan association insured by the Federal Savings and 

Loan Insurance Corporation. 
3. A Federal credit union insured by the National Credit Union Association. 

J. The LOC is an obligation to Itasca County by an issuing bank or other financial 
institution based on a third-party agreement between the timber permit holder and 
the institution. Itasca County is not a party to this agreement. A LOC is similar to cash 
deposits in that Itasca County may draw cash from the issuing institution up to the 
amount stated in the LOC. 

K. The LOC shall expire on whichever of the following dates occur first: 
1. The date the permit holder makes full payment of all permit obligations; or 
2. The date the issuing financial institution makes full payment of its 

obligation herein if a draft has been drawn against it; or 
3. No later than a date equal to the term of the timber permit plus one year 

past the permit expiration date. 
L. If a scale is entered against the sale and not paid for in 30 days, on the 31st day a draw 

may be made against the LOC.  A LOC will not be released by Itasca County until the 
county has declared the permit is finished and is eligible to be closed, and the 
permit’s balance is paid in full. 

M. A LOC will not be accepted by any person or organization having a timber trespass, 
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delinquent timber sale balance, or an unresolved issue with any county Land 
Department, state or federal organization. If a timber permit holder abuses the LOC 
option and a timber permit is not paid for in full or a draw is required against the 
LOC, Itasca County will not accept another LOC for payment of timber from that entity 
or organization for a period of five years.  

N. LOC Contents (see Exhibit 4): A LOC must include: (a) LOC number, (b) statement that 
the letter of credit is irrevocable, (c) name of the issuing institution’s customer 
(permit holder), (d) total credit extended must equal the entire bid up permit value 
(including the down payment),  (e) authorization to draw sight drafts upon the 
issuing institution in favor of  Itasca County,  (f) statement that the LOC number 
appearing on the sight draft is sufficient identification for honoring the LOC and the 
LOC must specify only one identification number, (g) an unqualified expiration date 
for presentation of sight drafts for payment that is equal to the term of the timber 
permit plus one year past the permit expiration date. 

 
V. Land Department Accounts Receivable Policy 

A. General accounts receivable collection procedures.  
1. This policy section applies to all land department accounts receivable unless 

otherwise regulated or stated withinin a permit, license, contract or lease. 
2. Initial payment billing is sent for the permit from the Land Department for 

payment of account balance due. 
3. A second billing notice is sent at 30 days from initial billing date;  
4. A third billing notice is sent at 60 days from initial billing date, the permit 

becomes delinquent at this time and interest begins accruing on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of 12% APR,  

5. A fourth billing notice is sent at 90 days from initial billing date, interest continues 
accruing at the rate of 12% APR. 

B. Delinquent account collection procedures if permit has expired or cancelled. 
1. A fifth billing notice is sent which includes notation of 15 days to respond. 
2. After 15 days of fifth billing notice, a letter is sent informing permit holder that the 

permit is then closed and the file may be brought to Conciliation Court or District 
Court if the county is not contacted within the next 15 days. 

3. After 15 days from written cancellation notification by the Land Department, 
court action may be pursued, depending on amount of outstanding balance 
and/or outcome of the Court(s). 

C. Delinquent account collection procedures if timber permit has not expired. 
1. Notification is sent through letter from Land Department for the potential of a 

payment plan as determined by Land Commissioner. 
2. Final notices are sent monthly until permit expiration date or permit 

completion/closing, at which time the procedure progresses to the steps listed 
under Section V.B., “Delinquent account collection procedures if permit has 
expired or cancelled.”  

3. Interest will continue to accrue on unpaid balance until the permit reaches Court 
resolution or payment is received, whichever occurs first. 

D. Additional terms and conditions for delinquent accounts. 
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1. New Itasca County timber permits may not be purchased by delinquent permit 
holder nor may cutting begin on already purchased sales until outstanding 
overruns, extension fees, and/or other Land Department bills are resolved. 

2. No bid for purchasing timber will be accepted from any bidder having a 
delinquent or uncollectible timber permit account or a pending timber trespass 
with a county, state or federal agency. Violation of eligibility limits will result in 
loss of down payment and/or loss of privilege to purchase stumpage from Itasca 
County. 
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Itasca County  
Timber Sale Specifications and Guidelines 

The following are specifications and guidelines for Itasca County Timber Permits.  
Specifications written on the Timber Appraisal supersede those written here where in conflict. 

1. General Provisions.
A. Permit Area and Volume.

Itasca County sells timber stumpage on a permit area basis.  The timber to be purchased 
is the volume actually present within the permit area shown on the Timber Appraisal; 
the volumes listed on the Timber Appraisal are only estimates. Timber may not be 
removed from county managed lands by any persons without a valid, fully paid permit 
and before timber is scaled as described in section I.E. (“Scaling”). 

B. Payment of Timber and Bonds.
1. Conventional Timber Permits:  The performance bonds and down payment shall be

paid when a permit is purchased and the remaining bid-up value of the appraised
volume of timber paid before harvest begins.

2. Secured Timber Permits: A fifteen percent (15%) down payment must be submitted
and the remaining unpaid bid up value of the stumpage secured under the terms of
Itasca County’s "Timber Sale Policy" within five business days prior to beginning
sale operations.

3. On permits or species subject to scale, a pay adjustment will be made to reflect the
volume of timber scaled from the permit area.

C. Delinquent Bills and Overruns.
1. New permits may not be purchased until:

a. Delinquent unpaid bills such as overruns, extension fees, and/or other
county bills are paid.

b. Similar delinquent unpaid bills with another county, state, and/or the federal
agencies are paid.

2. Permits and/or cutting blocks may not be opened on existing timber permits until
all existing Itasca County unpaid bills (including non-delinquent overruns) for the
permit holder are paid.

D. Permit Expiration.
1. Regular Auction Permits:  Unless otherwise stated, duration of Itasca County’s

regular auction permits is three logging seasons with one extension available.
2. Intermediate Auction Permits: Unless otherwise stated, duration of Itasca County’s

intermediate auction permits is three logging seasons with one extension available.
3. Informal Permits:  Unless otherwise stated, duration of Itasca County informal sale

permits is one logging season.  At the discretion of the county,.one extension may
be granted year.

4. Extensions:  Permits eligible for extension may be extended for up to one year with
an additional stumpage advance of ten percent (10%) of the value of the remaining
uncut timber.  A written request must be submitted to and approved by the Land
Department before an extension is granted.  Availability of extensions deviating
from these standards may be specified in the timber appraisal.

E. Scaling.
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1. Terms: The permit holder shall pay for all merchantable products on the permit area 
at the rate stated on the timber permit. All products are sold subject to scale unless 
otherwise stated on the timber appraisal. Such products shall not be removed from 
the permit area until they have been scaled by the county, or a Itasca County 
Consumer Scale Agreement has been completed for the wood to be removed. All 
board foot scales on county permits must use the Scribner Decimal C Log Rule. 

2. Consumer Scale: 
a. Wood hauled under consumer scale agreement is subject to the conditions 

stated on that agreement and on the consumer scale ticket book. 
b. All issued consumer scale tickets must be accounted for after timber 

removal is completed  (See section II.D.3) and before the permit is closed. 
c. The cord-weight conversions listed in section IX shall be used.  Weights for 

wood stored longer than twenty-eight (28) days during May through 
October will be adjusted to compensate for the weight of the moisture loss.  
This adjustment will be computed in the same manner as stated in the MN 
DNR scaling manual. 

3. Stick Scales: 
a. Piling for Scale: Products subject to stick scale must be piled to facilitate 

efficient and accurate scaling and labeled with the permit number. 
b. Scaling Fee: Each timber permit or cutting block will be allowed one free 

stick scale.  For each additional stick scale, the Permit holder will be billed 
a scaling charge at the current county staff wage/benefit rate. The charge 
will include one-way travel time for additional miles driven. There will be 
no charge for scales done during regular permit area visits. 

c. Notification:   The timber sale administrator must be notified at least three 
(3) working days in advance of when a stick scale is required to allow 
scheduling of that task. 

4. Seasoned Wood:  Seasoned wood weights will apply when harvested timber is 
stored longer than four weeks during the months of May through September before 
delivery to a mill where it is consumer scaled by weight. 

5. Sold Area Estimate Permits:  Species identified as being "Sold Area Estimate" 
(SAE) on the timber appraisal are not subject to scale or payment adjustment. 
Harvesting of unpainted trees in a marked thin are subject to scale and payment 
adjustment in addition to permit violation fines, when appropriate. 

F. Alternate Landings. 
The county may allow for temporary stockpiling of wood outside of the permit area 
upon mutual agreement between the permit holder and the county, subject to the 
conditions stated on the "Alternate Landing Addendum to Sale Contract".  Such 
agreement must be in writing and signed by both parties. FSC certified wood products 
from each timber permit shall be clearly identified and stored/hauled separately with 
the permit number clearly marked on all piles. 

G. Cutting Blocks. 
The timber sale administrator must approve the opening or closing of all cutting blocks 
and may limit the number of cutting blocks that may be open at a given time. 

H. Special Considerations. 
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1. Bark Beetles: During drought or other times of high bark beetle risk, the logging 
season may be restricted on sales with substantial pine volume.  Other restrictions 
may also be implemented as needed to minimize bark beetle damage or risk to 
nearby standing timber. 

2. Other insect, disease or wildfire risks may require prescribed restrictions as needed. 
3. Mineral Leases: Where timber permits occur on lands leased for mineral 

exploration or extraction, the rights of the mineral lessee shall supersede those of 
the timber permit holder. 

4. The Minnesota Forest Resource Council (MFRC) Site Level Forest Management 
Guidelines (FMG’s) will be applied on county timber permits as practical unless 
otherwise specified in the timber appraisal. 

I. Intermediate Auction and Informal Sale Policy Compliance. 
Permit holders of all intermediate timber auction permits and informal (section one) 
timber permits must meet the eligibility requirements of Itasca County’s respective 
policies for those permits. Permit holders of such permits must answer in good faith all 
questions needed to determine such compliance. 

J. Blowdown Timber. 
When thirty percent (30%) or more of the permit volume has blown down within the 
permit area or cutting block after the timber is sold but before any extensions are in 
place, the county may re-negotiate the stumpage prices on the permit to compensate for 
the added cost of logging the blowdown. The permit holder on any Itasca County timber 
permit that is determined to have thirty percent (30%) or more of the timber blown 
down is required to harvest the blown down timber within one year of the date the 
timber was blown down. The permit holder will not be charged for unsalvageable 
timber volume within the permit area.  When thirty percent (30%) or more of the timber 
volume within the permit area or cutting block has blown down after the timber is sold 
and the permit has been extended, the stumpage prices will remain unchanged. Again, 
the permit holder would not be charged for the unsalvageable timber. 

K. Procedures for Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Chain of Custody (CoC). 
1. All Itasca County timber permits shall contain the FSC certification number and 

product claim; they must be signed by both the purchaser and the county. 
2. Two county forest custody gates will be used in situations as follows: 

a. The forest custody gate is the mill yard in all situations where county 
products are consumer scaled, or upon request when going to a FSC CoC 
certified mill. 

b. The forest custody gate is the forest landing in situations where county 
products are field-scaled or sold area estimate (SAE) when not going to a 
FSC CoC certified mill. 

3. On consumer scale timber permits, permit holders and consumers must have a 
signed consumer scale agreement with the county and all consumers must be on the 
MN DNR consumer list. 

4. For timber permits sold entirely or in part on area estimate or where wood is scaled 
at the landing, the county will provide all timber permit documentation with FSC 
certification number and product claim (including load tickets) upon request by 
permit holder or consumer. 

Itasca County Timber Sale Specifications and Guidelines; October, 2022 Page 3 of 13



 

 

5. In any circumstances where the landing must be used concurrently with wood from 
other harvest activities, all FSC certified wood products from each timber permit 
shall be clearly identified and stored/hauled separately with the permit number 
clearly marked on all piles. 

6. A load ticket lock box will be provided by the county at the exit to all consumer 
scale timber sales (or upon request with SAE sales or scaled wood). 

7. The county will supply permit holder with serially labeled load tickets containing 
lock box and consumer stubs, the FSC certification number, product claim and 
required procedures for their use. 

8. The timber permit number shall be painted on each side of the load, or on the butt 
end of the logs for tree length. 

9. All loads must contain only FSC certified wood (from the clearly indicated timber 
permits) unless given prior approval by the county. 

10. The lock box stub will be filled out by the permit holder or designee with date, time, 
permit number, timber species and consumer; and deposited into the lock box 
before driving past it. 

11. The consumer stub must be with the load of wood or accompany the Bill of Lading 
to its destination with the permit number and consumer listed. 

12. All loads must be hauled only to the consumer labeled on the load tickets. 
13. The consumer stub is presented to consumer scaling representative at the scaling 

point. 
14. The county must be notified when hauling has ceased, all booklets must be returned 

and tickets accounted for. 
15. Timber permits may be closed upon county approval when all scaled products are 

accounted for, all outstanding balances have been received or refunds sent out, and 
when sale specifications met, as determined by the timber sale administrator.   

16. On timber permits which harvest timber on non-certified county managed lands or 
in situations not following normal FSC forest management objectives: a) sale 
notices will reflect non-certified status, b) the county certification number and 
product claim will be removed from all documentation associated with the timber 
permit and c) the permit holder and consumers will be notified. 

 
2. Cutting and Harvest Specifications. 

A. Before Cutting and Harvest Activities Begin. 
1. Pre-harvest Meeting: The permit holder must meet with the timber sale 

administrator to review the permit terms and discuss when permit activities will 
begin, where roads and landings will be located, how the wood will be scaled, and 
any anticipated problems or concerns. 

2. Access to Permit Area: It is the permit holder’s responsibility to obtain approval 
from all affected landowners and/or management agencies before gaining access to 
the permit area. All access fees and road charges shall be paid by the permit holder 

3. Notification of Start-up: The timber sale administrator shall be notified at least three 
(3) working days before harvest activities will begin, and each time activities are 
resumed after being discontinued for more than two weeks to allow proper contract 
monitoring and the associated scheduling. 

B. Access Roads and Landings. 
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1. Landing and Road Construction and Maintenance: The following conditions shall 
apply to all landing and road construction and maintenance, and other soil 
disturbance activities: 

a. Location of all access roads, landings, dirt ramps for loading equipment, 
and other soil disturbance shall be approved by the timber sale administrator 
before construction begins.  Landings may not be placed in wetlands or 
associated filter strips. Landings in lowland forest types must have any 
upland slash/debris removed prior to completion of the sale or before 
equipment is removed from the sale. 

b. Road construction and associated activities must be confined to a twenty-
four (24) foot right-of-way, unless otherwise approved by the timber sale 
administrator.  No travel may be done outside of the right-of-way. 

c. Permit holder shall purchase and remove all timber damaged or felled.  This 
timber must be removed or yarded at locations approved by the timber sale 
administrator before cutting of the permit area begins. 

d. Only organic material may be removed from the road.  Mineral soil must be 
left in place.  Organic material or logging slash shall not be incorporated or 
mixed into the roadbed. 

e. Organic soil and duff removed from the road, as well as stumps and tops, 
must be feathered into adjacent areas in a manner approved by the timber 
sale administrator and not left in berms or windrows along the road. 

f. Construction or use of any borrow pits or other soil fill on county managed 
land must be approved by the timber sale administrator. 

g. Removal of sod from existing roads and trails must be approved by the 
timber sale administrator. 

h. All roads (new and existing) and landings must be left clear of debris and 
in good repair after the permit is completed, except as approved by the 
timber sale administrator. Such repair may include installing erosion control 
structures as determined by the timber sale administrator.  Such repair must 
be completed in a timely manner as directed by the timber sale administrator 
and before the permit is closed.  Landing slash may not be piled against 
standing timber. 

i. A ten (10) foot wide slash-free zone must be maintained along all existing 
forest trails shown on the permit map within the permit area. 

2. Use of and Logging Along Established Roads and Trails: Additional specifications 
regarding logging along black-topped roads, county roads, township roads, DNR 
Forest Trails, major USFS roads, system roads, and snowmobile trails are listed in 
section IV (Road Corridor Requirements). 

3. Use of Gated Roads: When using a gated road for logging activities, the permit 
holder must provide a lock sufficient to interlock with the county lock on the gate.  
The gate must remain closed and locked per instructions in the Timber Appraisal.  
In no case shall equipment be driven around the gate or the gate damaged to gain 
access. Vehicle access on gated or posted roads is permitted only for logging 
purposes. Use of county managed lands beyond gate by permit holder for activities 
other than required by timber permit are prohibited unless access has been gained 
in the same manner required of the public. 
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4. Landing on Powerlines, Pipelines and Similar Right-of-Ways:  Use of powerline, 
pipeline, and similar rights of way as landings is prohibited.  Also, no logging slash 
or debris may be left on these rights-of-ways. 

C. During Cutting and Harvest Activities. 
1. Clear-cutting: When clear-cutting is required on the timber appraisal, all non-

reserved trees greater than two (2) inches DBH shall be felled unless stated 
otherwise. County policy and/or related MFRC FMG’s will be used as the general 
guide for retention of standing dead trees, live/declining trees, and downed woody 
debris unless specified otherwise or are a safety hazard. 

2. Reserve Trees and Optional Species:  Reserve trees shall not be cut or damaged. 
Optional species shall not be damaged unless they have been purchased or felling 
is operationally required. Individual tree injury is considered major when a reserve 
tree is noticeably tipped; the bole is broken off; or has substantial bark, crown 
(>33% circumference) or root area damage (>25%). Cumulative logging damage 
may not exceed five (5) percent per acre as prescribed by the timber sale 
administrator. 

3. Progression of Cutting:  Cutting shall progress in an orderly fashion so as to 
minimize damage to new sprouting or other regeneration within the permit area.  
Logging the permit area by starting at the back and working toward the landing 
may be required to protect new sprouting and to minimize compaction and other 
possible site damage by restricting skidding to a few trails.  During May through 
August, harvest blocks must be completed within two weeks of when logging is 
begun.  Areas logged during September through April must be completed before 
May 15. 

4. Felling of Trees: Trees must be felled to land within the permit area to minimize 
damage to adjacent timber, other ownerships, wetlands and riparian management 
zones. 

5. Stump Height: Stump height of all felled timber shall not exceed 3/4 of the diameter 
of the tree. 

6. Marked Boundary Trees and Bearing Trees: All painted or flagged boundary trees 
and survey monumentation “bearing trees” shall not be cut. See section V.C. 
(Penalties). 

7. Survey Markers: Survey markers will be marked in the field with flagging or paint 
and labeled on the site map prior to sale of permit.  Damage to any of these markers 
is prohibited in accordance with MN Statute. 505.33 and subject to penalties 
described in section V.C. 

8. Leaning Trees: No tipped or leaning trees shall be left on site without permission 
of timber sale administrator. 

9. Slash Disposal: All treetops, limbs, felled timber, and other logging slash, brush  
and debris shall be kept within the permit boundaries and not left within reserve 
types or lowland areas.  A ten (10) foot wide slash-free zone shall be maintained 
within the permit area along all cutting lines adjacent to private land.  No slash shall 
be left in open water wetlands.  Slash from upland timber may not be left in 
wetlands (including ephemeral ponds and drainages). 

10. Piling slash: When the permit area is full-tree logged and piled slash is specified, 
all tops and limbs must be piled at the landings or other areas designated by the 
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timber sale administrator, so as to minimize the loss of forest regeneration and/or 
to facilitate their burning.  Piles must not be placed closer than fifty (50) feet to 
adjacent timber stands to prevent damage to adjacent timber if the piles are burned. 

11. Wood Utilization: All merchantable products defined in the timber appraisal shall 
be utilized. (See Part V.D. Penalties.) Merchantability may differ from these 
standards if stated in the timber sale specifications. 

a. Biomass products are defined as brush, slash, bark, tops and excessive 
defect.  Tops may only be considered biomass if they are  smaller than the 
minimum top diameter of four (4) inches for hardwood species, red pine, 
jack pine and white pine, and three (3) inches for other conifer species. Non-
merchantable trees shall be included as biomass and are defined as trees less 
than five (5) inches in diameter with less than three (3) merchantable one 
hundred (100) inch sticks to the minimum top diameter. 

b. Merchantable roundwood products are defined as wood that exceeds the 
minimum top diameter and has seventy-five (75)% or greater sound wood 
by volume. Therefore, the diameter of the decay column in a one hundred 
(100) inch stick would have to be greater than fifty percent (50%) of the 
total stick diameter to be eligible as a biomass product. Merchantability of 
an individual stick may also be reduced to a biomass product by excessive 
crook, sweep, crotch type limbs, or other defects as assessed by the timber 
sale administrator. 

12. Soil Disturbance: Rutting is not permitted on the permit area.  Soil disturbance, 
including compaction, shall be minimized.  The equipment operator shall halt 
harvest activities if site damage occurs.  Sale activities shall not resume until ground 
conditions are sufficient to minimize site damage. (See sections V. Penalties E.&F.) 

13. Erosion Control: Potential erosion problems created by logging (e.g. cuts made for 
skidding trails or worn skid trails up steep hills) must be corrected in a timely 
manner to minimize erosion and/or a lowering of water quality in accordance with 
the MRFC Site Level Guidelines.  

14. Cutting and Disturbance Outside Cutting Area:  No equipment travel or site 
disturbance is permitted outside of the permit area except on approved access trails.  
No cutting shall be done outside of the permit area. 

15 Drainage Obstruction: When road building restricts the drainage of adjacent areas, 
the drainage must be re-opened before flooding damage occurs.  No slash shall be 
left in ephemeral or permanent streams. 

16. Equipment Maintenance and Dumping of Oil: Fueling, greasing, and vehicle 
maintenance may be done only on landings approved for such, based upon 
protection of water quality.  The dumping of oil on county lands is prohibited by 
state law. Fuel and/or oil spills must be cleaned up and managed by state pollution 
control agency approved methods; those over five (5) gallons must be reported to 
the sale administrator and the Minnesota Duty Officer.  

17. Trash removal: No trash, empty containers, cans, bottles, paper, or other refuse shall 
be left or allowed to accumulate during the term of the permit. 

18. Removal of Tops: Fuelwood permits are required for removal of tops or other 
non-merchantable wood from the permit area as fuelwood.  Tops may be chipped 
and removed under consumer scale as merchantable product. 
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19. Water Quality: All logging and related activities must be conducted in a manner 
that protects water quality and in accordance with MFRC FMG’s as required by the 
timber sale administrator. 

20. Mixing of Species: Species and species products sold subject to scale must be kept 
separate until scaled unless otherwise approved by the timber sale administrator. 
Mixed piles may be scaled at the rate of highest value species component. 

D. After Cutting and Harvest Activities. 
1. Notification before Equipment Removal: The timber sale administrator shall be 

notified at least three (3) working days before logging equipment is removed from 
the permit area to provide adequate time for permit area inspection and addressing 
of permit compliance requirements before equipment is removed. 

2. Wood Removal:  All merchantable timber must be removed from the permit area 
within thirty (30) days after timber has been cut unless a written extension is 
granted by Itasca County.  Timber left on landings beyond the timeline shall 
become the property of Itasca County at the discretion of the Land Commissioner.  
Timber placed on alternate landings must be removed from the alternate landing by 
the date indicated on a valid “Alternate Landing Addendum to Timber Sale 
Contract”.   

3. Consumer Scale Ticket Book Return: Consumer scale ticket books must be returned 
to the county within thirty (30) days after hauling of wood from the permit area or 
alternate landing is completed.  Thereafter the permit holder will be charged per 
current DNR liquated damages schedule. 

4. Closing of Permit Within thirty (30) days: Road repair, felling of residual timber, 
and other permit requirements must be completed within thirty (30) days after 
cutting of merchantable timber is completed to allow closing of the permit at that 
time.  If not completed within thirty (30) days, the county may hire to complete 
contract requirements and may utilize portions or all the performance bond and/or 
bill the permit holder for all associated costs.  

3. Biomass Harvesting 
A. Biomass Products. 

Biomass products are brush, slash, bark, tops, limbs and wood products with excessive 
defect as defined in section II.C.11.a (Wood Utilization). 

B. Scaling. 
All round wood that does not meet merchantability specifications can be included as 
biomass products when sold on consumer scale to a biomass consumer. All products 
removed from the sale area, including biomass, must be scaled by a listed consumer 
scaler in good standing with Itasca County. All field scaled merchantable wood will be 
sold at round wood prices. 

C. Biomass Values. 
Unless otherwise stated in the timber sale specifications, the biomass price will be 
calculated using the county’s base prices currently in effect or as listed in the timber 
permit using the procedures described in Section 3.D.2, “Simultaneous Operations”. 

D. Biomass Removal. 
A purchaser of an Itasca County timber permit must make a request to the timber sale 
administrator for removal of biomass products prior to opening the sale.  If approved, 
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the purchaser will choose between two options for scale of products before activity on 
the sale begins.  These two options for scale of biomass material are as follows. 
1. “Separate” Operations. 

a. Merchantable round wood must be removed or scaled prior to beginning the 
biomass operation.  Before beginning the biomass operation, a three day 
notice will be given to the land department to allow for inspection of the 
sale, and possible scale of any remaining merchantable wood on the site 
prior to chipping. If chipping begins prior to the inspection by the timber 
sale administrator, Option 2 is automatically instated. Biomass removal 
may be allowed on separate blocks of a sale if previously approved, and if 
inspection occurs before biomass operations begin on each block. 

2. “Simultaneous” Operations. 
a. Consumer scale sales:  Based on the total scaled weight for all products at 

the completion of the sale, the cordwood and biomass volumes will be 
specified according to the original appraised species percentages. Entire 
sale area must be processed as biomass unless otherwise approved prior to 
harvest. A percent of total volume in biomass shall be used to specify the 
volume of wood in biomass, with the remainder of the scaled biomass 
volume will be charged at the calculated rate for roundwood. Percent of 
total scaled volume considered biomass: Hardwoods= 24%; Softwoods= 
17%. 

b. Lump Sum Sales (and for appraisals):  A percent of additional volume in 
biomass will be added to the appraised value for each species on lump sum 
permits where biomass removal is approved. This percent will also be used 
for timber sale appraisals. Additional volume in biomass: Hardwoods= 
31%; Softwoods= 20%. 

 
4. Additional Road and Road Corridor Requirements. 

A. Black-topped Roads, County Roads, Township Roads, DNR Forest Trails, and Major 
U.S.F.S. Trails. 

1. All log landings and associated slash and debris shall not be placed closer than one 
hundred (100) feet from the road right-of-way.  Access from such roads shall not 
exceed one approach per forty (40) acre tract. 

2. No cut products shall be piled or stored upon the established right-of-way. 
3. No slash or logging debris will be left upon the right-of-way, and a twenty-five (25) 

foot wide slash free zone shall be maintained beyond the right of way. 
4. No logging equipment, buildings, or facilities shall be parked, stationed, or erected 

upon the trail right-of-way.  No logging equipment may travel on the road except 
when loaded on trucks in route to and from the permit area.  There shall be 
absolutely no skidding down or across these trails.   

5. Where visibility is limited, safety signs (e.g. “CAUTION / Trucks Hauling”) shall 
be posted two hundred (200) feet on either side of where trucks enter the road and 
further down the trail as needed. Posting is the responsibility of the permit holder. 

6. Any ruts, holes, mud tracking, or other damage to trails caused by timber permit 
activities shall be minimized and repaired in a timely manner by the permit holder 
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at his or her expense, as directed by the timber sale administrator, before the permit 
can be closed. 

B. “System Roads” and Similar Trails. 
1. Sections IV.A.2., 4., and 6. Shall apply.  Section IV.A.1. shall also apply when 

stated on the Timber Appraisal. 
2. A ten (10) foot wide slash free zone shall be maintained along the thirty-three (33) 

foot right-of-way. 
C. Timber Access Routes Used as Snowmobile Trails During the Snowmobiling Season. 

1. At time of snow removal, at least two inches of compacted snow must remain on 
the trail as a running surface. 

2. The trail must be made wide enough to accommodate easy and safe simultaneous 
travel of snowmobiles and loaded log-hauling trucks.  The entire trail width must 
be maintained such that snowmobile travel is not impeded or endangered.  The 
snowmobile trail must remain free of slash and other debris at all times.   

3. County will establish and post a ten (10) m.p.h. speed limit on the affected portion 
of the trail. The speed limit will apply to all vehicles, including snowmobiles. 

4. The snowmobile trail right of way of thirty-three (33) feet shall not be occupied by 
logging equipment except during trail maintenance and travel to and from the site.  
There shall be no skidding down or across snowmobile trails without the approval 
of the timber sale administrator. When crossing a trail, the permit holder shall erect 
stop signs supplied by county on the trail. These signs shall be removed at the end 
of each day or when activity across the trail halts. 

5. In the event it is impossible or impractical to conduct permit activities under the 
above conditions, the timber sale administrator and the club’s trail administrator 
will establish a temporary trail alignment for the duration of the permit.  The permit 
holder will not be responsible for constructing this alignment unless so stated on 
the Timber Appraisal. 

 
5. Penalties. 

A. Merchantable Wood Left on Landings. 
Merchantable wood remaining on the permit area or landing after the permit is closed 
shall become the property of Itasca County. 

B. Timber Damage or Trespass. 
Unauthorized damage or removal of timber on or off of the permit area shall be subject 
to penalty under the state’s Timber Trespass Law (M.S. 90.301). 

C. Survey Marker Replacement. 
Flagged or painted land survey monuments or reference objects that are damaged or 
destroyed during contract operations must be properly replaced by a licensed Land 
Surveyor hired by the permit holder.  The permit holder shall be solely responsible for 
the cost of this replacement. 

D. Un-utilized Merchantable Timber. 
The permit holder shall pay for all un-utilized merchantable timber, down or standing, 
that is left on the permit area.  At the discretion of the county, a scaling fee will be 
charged if substantial time is required to estimate the volume. 

E. Fines/ Damages.  
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All contract violations, including consumer scale procedural violations, may be subject 
to damages per the most current MN DNR liquidated damages schedule. All fines/ 
damages are subject to approval of the Land Commissioner. 

F. Halting of Permit Activities. 
The timber sale administrator may halt any or all timber permit activities immediately 
for non-compliance with any of the regulations stated in this contract for as long as is 
necessary to resolve the infraction. 

G. Failure to Complete Permit Requirements/Poor Contract Performance. 
The county may terminate this contract for failure to satisfactorily complete the permit 
requirements on time or for continued poor performance.  Such termination shall result 
in forfeiture of the performance bond and stumpage balance.  Failure to satisfactorily 
complete the permit requirements may prevent the permit holder from being awarded 
future county permits, restrict the number of timber permits the permit holder may hold 
at any time, and/or may result in cancellation of other county timber permits.  If the 
permit holder contests the penalties under this clause, the permit holder may appeal 
using the process defined in section 6, “Violation or Administrator Decision Appeal 
Process”. 

H. Termination of Permit. 
The county may terminate a timber permit due to unsatisfactory performance by the 
permit holder on other Itasca County timber permits.  In such cases, the performance 
bond and down payment would be refunded to the permit holder. 

I. Eligibility for Informal and Intermediate Permits.  
Violation of the eligibility requirements for informal and intermediate timber auction 
permits shall result in loss of the permit and may result in loss of all payments on the 
permit to help offset enforcement costs and as punitive damages.  Multiple violation of 
the eligibility requirements may result in the permit holder being ineligible to purchase 
future permits. 

 
6. Violation or Administrator Decision Appeal Process. 

A. Introduction. 
The permit holder may appeal timber sale administrator (TSA) decisions on the sale 
permit through the following progressive appeal process. 
1. Permit holder and TSA attempt to mutually resolve dispute issue(s). In the case of 

a scaling dispute, the county will provide a check scale upon request. 
2. Permit holders seeking to formally appeal a TSA decision to the Land 

Commissioner must provide a written violation appeal. 
3. TSA provides the Land Commissioner a written summary describing the 

circumstances involving the decision and appeal. 
4. Land Commissioner hears from the permit holder and the TSA, and then provides 

an appeal decision. 
5. If necessary, Land Commissioner meets with permit holder, TSA and any other 

affected party, on-site or in the office to reconsider appeal decision. 
6. Land Commissioner’s final decision is communicated to the permit holder and TSA 

in writing. 
7. Permit Holder or TSA may appeal Land Commissioner’s decision to the County 

Board. 
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8. Land Commissioner is responsible to provide documentation for County Board 
consideration. Permit holder and TSA have opportunity to address the County 
Commissioners at a County Board meeting. 

9. County Board makes a final decision. 
10. Final decision of County Board is communicated to the permit holder and TSA in 

writing by the Land Commissioner. 
 
7. Definition of Terms. 

Bolts:  Logs one hundred (100) inches long, greater than or equal to eight (8) inches diameter 
inside bark (DIB), six (6) inches DIB for conifers, but less than or equal to twelve (12) 
inches DIB. on the small end, and of sufficient quality to saw lumber. 

Closed Permit:  A completed timber permit. 
Consumer Scale Procedural Violation: A violation of the consumer scale agreement 

requirements which, at the time of discovery, clearly cannot be construed as casual or 
intentional timber trespass, or removal of timber without scale. 

Cutting Block: A geographically separate portion of a larger timber permit with its own 
volume estimate that may be opened individually as a permit subunit rather than opening 
the entire permit at once.   

Delinquent Account or Bill: An overdue account beyond the interest-free period. 
Established Right-of-Way: The entire road right-of-way width as described in the easement 

or assumed easement. 
Fuelwood: Timber or wood which is considered not commercially viable, offered at discretion 

of the forester or timber sale administrator. This may include non-merchantable/cull/slash 
materials, or not commercially viable due to volume, defect, decay, or insufficient diameter 
and/or length which is suitable for fuelwood use. 

Informal Sale/ Section One Permits: Permits sold "over the counter" without having been 
offered at auction. State law requires that such permits not exceed five hundred (500) cords 
in appraised volume. May be referred to as either an “Informal” or “Section one” permit. 

Lump Sum: See "Sold Area Estimate" 
Merchantable Trees: Hardwood and upland conifer tree species five (5) inches DBH or 

greater and containing three (3) or more one hundred (100) inch sticks to a four (4) inch 
DIB top.  Lowland conifer species with two (2) or more one hundred (100) inch sticks to a 
three (3) inch DIB top.  Thinning planted stands may require utilizing two (2) one hundred 
(100) inch stick trees to a three (3) inch DIB top. Merchantable trees must also have a 
reasonable market and be of sufficient quality, as determined by the timber sale 
administrator. 

Opened Permit: A timber permit on which logging may begin.  Opening a permit requires 
acceptance by the land department of payment or security for the timber value as stated in 
section I.B. and approval by the timber sale administrator. 

Optional Timber/Species: Timber or a species listed on a Timber Appraisal that may be 
purchased and harvested at the permit holder’s discretion. 

Performance Bond: A sum of money or approved insurance contract held by the county until 
satisfactory completion of a timber permit to help achieve contract compliance and reduce 
the risk of financial losses in the event of unsatisfactory contract performance.   

Permit Area: The area identified on the Timber Appraisal which contains all timber sold on 
that timber permit. 
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Permit Expiration Date: The date by which all timber permit contract activities must be 
satisfactorily completed. 

Permit holder: The individual or company awarded an Itasca County timber permit. 
Pulpwood: Those logs 100 inches in length suitable for making pulp, but not of suitable quality 

or size for sawing lumber. 
Reserve Trees/Species: Those trees or species which shall not be cut or damaged within the 

permit area. 
Sawlogs: Those logs one hundred (100) inches and longer, greater than twelve (12) inches DIB 

on the small end, and of sufficient quality to saw lumber.  
Scaling: The measuring of cut wood products.  Stick scaling refers to volume measurements 

made by the timber sale administrator or his designee using dimensional measurements of 
the wood products.  Consumer scaling refers to wood measuring done by a wood consumer 
regardless of measurement technique. 

Section one permit: See “Informal Sale Permit” 
Secured Timber Permits: Timber permits on which the permit holder has chosen to furnish 

security for the remaining stumpage balance as provided in Itasca County’s "Security 
Policy for Timber Contracts".  Such permits can be logged without paying for stumpage 
prior to harvest of timber. 

Sold Area Estimate: Refers to timber sold based upon the volume estimate shown on the 
Timber Appraisal.  This timber may be subject to bid up but requires no scale of cut 
products. May also be referred to as “lump sum.” 

Stick: A one hundred (100) inch length of unprocessed timber. 
Summer Chance: Timber permits appearing to be harvestable during part of the frost-free 

season during years with average or drier than average soil moisture. 
Timber Appraisal: The portion of the timber permit containing the volume estimates, 

appraised values, permit area map, legal description, permit acreage, other descriptive 
factors, and special cutting regulations.  The remaining permit specifications are stated in 
the "Itasca County Timber Sale Specifications and Guidelines". 

Winter Chance: A timber permit on which logging may be done only when frost and/or snow 
conditions are such that the soils on the permit area will not be rutted or compacted.  In the 
absence of frost, this requires freezing daytime temperatures sufficient to drive adequate 
frost into the ground. 

 
8. Cord-Weight Conversions. 

When wood is weight-scaled, the following cord-weight conversions shall apply: 
N. White Cedar 2900 # / cd.  Black Ash  5000 # / cd. 
Black Spruce  4200 # / cd.  Paper Birch  5000 # / cd. 
White Spruce  4200 # / cd.  Soft Maple  5000 # / cd. 
White Pine  4400 # / cd.  Tamarack  5000 # / cd. 
Red Pine  4700 # / cd.  Aspen   4500 # / cd. 
Red Pine  11,000 # / MBF Hard Maple  5500 # / cd. 
Balsam Fir  4700 # / cd.  Elm   5500 # / cd. 
Jack Pine  4600 # / cd.  Oak   5500 # / cd. 
Basswood  4600 # / cd.  Yellow Birch  5500 # / cd. 
Balsam Poplar  4800 # / cd.   Metro Cord*  5700 # / cd. 
* Full tree chipped wood. 
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Itasca County Logger Meetings
- Timber Sale Policies Update -

COUNTY BOARDROOM  BIGFORK TOWN HALL 
GRAND RAPIDS, MN BIGFORK, MN
MAY 25, 2022 MAY 26, 2022
6:00-7:00 PM 6:00-7:00 PM 



Timber
Sale

Policies 
Update

 Combining five timber-related policies into one 
(most are from 1990’s):
 Timber Sale Policy
 Extension Policy
 Security Policy
 Indemnification and Insurance Policy
 Accounts Receivable Policy

 Updating the Timber Sale Specifications and 
Guidelines.

Primary Updates:



Logger 
Survey 2021  Nearly 70% of loggers had 0 to 5 employees

 Majority support Regular & Intermediate auctions
 Majority dis-satisfied with Intermediate auction
 Majority of loggers do not oppose limiting 

Intermediate sales to bidders with 30 or less 
employees

 Numerous comments about affiliated operations 
bidding on intermediate sales



Timber
Sale

Policies 
Update

 Regular Extension: 10% permit balance toward 
stumpage payment.

 Eligibility: MN DNR Qualified Purchaser List.

 Intermediate Auctions:
 Duration is 3 years. 

 Limited to bidders having 30 or fewer employees.

 Changing scale weight from 4400 lbs per cord for 
aspen to  4500 lbs per cord to align with state..

Primary Updates:



Timber
Sale

Policies 
Update

 Logger Survey: Fall/ Winter 2021
 Draft Policies: Winter/ Spring 2022 
 Logger Meetings:

 Grand Rapids, County Boardroom; May 25, 2022
 Bigfork,  Bigfork Town Hall; May 26, 2022

 Comment Period through June 30, 2022
 Available to view on Land Department website
 Final Policies & Approval: Late Summer/Fall 2022
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.7.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2606 

  
DEPARTMENT: Land Department TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Sara Thompson 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
New ATV Trail Proposal: Pengilly to Calumet  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Receive information on a new ATV Trail proposal from Pengilly to Calumet presented by the Run-A-
Muck ATV Club, and schedule a public meeting for November 3rd, 2022 at Lone Pine Town Hall at 
5:00 p.m. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 The Run-A-Muck ATV club is looking into a connection to the Alborn Pengilly Railroad ATV Trail to 
the City of Calumet. The club has been working with the Land Department to align a corridor 
between the two communities. They are looking at utilizing County Road 83 as well as existing trails 
on all public land.  They will be using portions of the Greenway Snowmobile Trail. This is the 
beginning stages of implementing our Itasca County OHV Development Policy and more information 
will be provided at the board meeting. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:  
1. Pengilly _Calumet Trail Proposal 
  

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSENT: 

APPROVED (3 TO 0) 
Commissioner Ben DeNucci 
Commissioner Burl Ives 
Davin Tinquist, Burl Ives, Ben DeNucci 
Terry Sndyer, Leo Trunt 
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ITASCA COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 Itasca County Courthouse 
 123 NE 4th Street 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
 

 Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
 

VI.8.  

 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION: RBA-2022-2570 

  
DEPARTMENT: Human Resources TIME REQUESTED: < 5 Minutes 
PRESENTER: Jeff Walker 
     
AGENDA ITEM: 
Change in Allocation of Assistant Accountant Position  
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
Approve a Change in Allocation of the Assistant Accountant position to an Accounting Technician 
position in the Auditor/Treasurer's Department. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
The Assistant Accountant position will soon be vacant due to an upcoming job change. Upon review 
of the job description, the education and qualifications closely resemble the Accounting Technician 
job description. The Accounting Technician is a broad job description that allows employees to 
complete work in a variety of areas while allowing employees to "specialize" in an area. This change 
will better serve the needs of the department and will result in cost savings as the Assistant 
Accountant is a pay grade 8 and the Accounting Technician is a pay grade 7. 
  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: None 
  
10/11/2022 
RESULT: RECOMMENDED FOR DISCUSSION     NEXT:  10/18/2022 2:30 PM 
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